The Armageddon Campaign – Five Prongs

Pastor Gene Giguere  (ZCK33)

Prongs one and two of the Armageddon Campaign

1) In this invasion Jerusalem is sacked by an alliance between the “king of the south” and the “king of the north.” 

2) This invasion constitutes prongs one and two of the Armageddon Campaign:

3) Daniel 11:40: “And at the end time the king of the South [Egypt] will collide with him, and the king of the North [Syria or Russia] will storm against him with chariots, with horsemen, and with many ships; and he will enter countries, overflow them, and pass through.”

4) The “king of the south” is Egypt consistently in the Old Testament. This is most likely a reference to the whole pan-Arab bloc led by Egypt.

· “In this invasion Egypt will not come alone but will be joined by the Libyans and Nubians (v. 43). These nations, referred to elsewhere as Put and Cush, may be nations in Africa. However, it is more likely that Put refers to Arab nations in the Sinai area and Cush to nations in the Persian Gulf region.” (BKC on Daniel 11:40a)

5) The “king of the north” is not identified. He may be:

a) Russia, although Ezekiel refers to Russia as the “far north” or the “remote parts of the north.” (Ezekiel 38:6, 14; 39:2)

b) Syria, which is how the term is consistently used in Daniel 11 (Daniel 11:6, 7, 8, 11, 13, 15)

6) Scholars disagree as to the identity of the “king of the north”:

a) Dr. Arnold Fruchtenbaum believes that the “king of the north” is Syria; Dr. John Walvoord believes that he is “probably Russia.” 

b) Walvoord dismisses the former view with a blanket statement, but never qualifies it: “Either way the King of the North in verse 40 is certainly not one of the Seleucid kings of the North in verses 5-35.” (BKC on Daniel 11:40a) While it is true that he is not one of the Seleucid kings, why shouldn’t it be seen as a reference to the same geographic location referred to throughout Daniel 11, namely Syria?

7) In the first prong of this invasion, Egypt will come up from the south and attack Israel.

8) In the second prong of this invasion the “king of the north” – whoever he is - will come against Israel from the north.

Prong three of the Armageddon Campaign

1) Daniel 11:41-43:  “He will also enter the Beautiful Land, and many countries will fall; but these will be rescued out of his hand: Edom, Moab and the foremost of the sons of Ammon. Then he will stretch out his hand against other countries, and the land of Egypt will not escape. But he will gain control over the hidden treasures of gold and silver, and over all the precious things of Egypt; and Libyans and Ethiopians will follow at his heels.”

2) In response to the defiance of the Antichrist’s authority by the “king of the south” and the “king of the north”:

a) The Antichrist moves his armies through North Africa.

b) He annihilates many countries including Egypt, Libya, and Ethiopia.

c) He sets up his headquarters between the Dead and the Mediterranean Seas.

3) This constitutes prong three of the Armageddon Campaign.

4) The three ancient nations which will be “rescued out of his hand” comprise the modern state of Jordan. (Fruchtenbaum, Footsteps of the Messiah, p.204)

5) The escape of Jordan from the Antichrist’s dominion will provide a place for the Jews to flee.

6) Apparently, the Antichrist will be killed during this maneuver. The False Prophet will raise him from the dead in mockery of Christ’s resurrection.

Prong four of the Armageddon Campaign

1) Facilitated by the Dried-up Euphrates River, a Coalition of armies led by Babylon, and probably including China move toward Palestine. This is the 6th Bowl Judgment:

Revelation 16:12-16: “And the sixth angel poured out his bowl upon the great river, the Euphrates; and its water was dried up, that the way might be prepared for the kings from the east. And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs; for they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them together for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty. (“Behold, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who stays awake and keeps his garments, lest he walk about naked and men see his shame.”) And they gathered them together to the place which in Hebrew is called HarMagedon.”
2) Armageddon:

a) The word occurs only in Revelation 16:16. It properly means the “mount of Megiddo.”
b) The New Bible Dictionary (entry for Armageddon) describes Armageddon as: “The assembly-point in the apocalyptic scene of the great Day of God Almighty.” It designates the place where the “battle of that great day of God Almighty” (16:14) will be fought. It is the scene of the final conflict between Christ and Antichrist. 
c) Megiddo is situated at the north end of the major pass through the Mount Carmel range. It was an important city of the ancient world in the Plain of Esdraelon located in northwestern Palestine. Megiddo is identified with modern Tell el-Mutesellim about twenty miles southeast of Haifa and ten miles northwest of Jenin.

d) “Megiddo owes its importance to its strategic location and good water supply. Two important routes for armies and trade passed at its foot. The one from the south came from Jerusalem, through Shechem, then from Megiddo alongside the Carmel range to the Plain of Acco on the coast and then north to Phoenicia. The second linked Egypt with the Fertile Crescent, from the coast of Palestine by way of the Philistine and Sharon plains, passing through the Carmel range east of Megiddo, then through the Plain of Esdraelon (or Megiddo Plain) east to Damascus and Mesopotamia. This is the best pass through the Carmel ridge and Megiddo’s location has throughout history made direct control a matter of singular strategic importance, from the armies of Thutmose III in the fifteenth century b.c. to General Allenby’s in World War I (1917).” [Harper’s Bible Dictionary, Megiddo]

e) “The earliest reference is in the fifteenth-century b.c. annals of Thutmose III on the walls of the Temple of Karnak in Upper Egypt. Megiddo’s defeat is described in detail, elaborating the battle plan, the booty of prisoners, chariots, and household goods, and the tribute of gold, silver, grain, and wine.” [Harper’s Bible Dictionary, Megiddo]

f) This plain was the site of many well-known ancient battles:

i) Joshua defeated a king of Megiddo (Joshua 12:21)

ii) Although the town was given to the tribe of Manasseh (Joshua 17:11; 1 Chronicles. 7:29), the Canaanites were not driven out (Joshua 17:12; Judges 1:27). 

iii) At Taanach by the waters of Megiddo Deborah and Barak met the Canaanite king Sisera (Judges 5:19).

iv) Gideon fought the Midianites here (Judges 7).

v) Saul met his death here (1 Samuel 31:8)

vi) It may have been the time of David before the city was firmly in Israelite hands. 

vii) It was in one of Solomon’s administrative districts (1 Kings 4:12), and he fortified Megiddo along with Jerusalem, Hazor, and Gezer (1 Kings 9:15). 

viii) Although Megiddo is not mentioned in the Bible’s description of Pharaoh Shishak’s conquest in 918 b.c. (1 Kings 14:25, 26), it is listed among his conquests on the walls of the Amun Temple at Karnak, and a fragment of a stele bearing Shishak’s name was found at Megiddo. 
ix) Ahaziah, the king of Judah, died at Megiddo during Jehu’s revolt (2 Kings 9:27). 
x) According to the annals of Tiglath-pileser III the northern part of Israel was captured in 733/32 b.c. and Megiddo was made the capital of one of the three Assyrian provinces. 
xi) Josiah met his death at the hands of Pharaoh Neco near Megiddo in 609 b.c. (2 Kings 23:29; 2 Chronicles 35:22). 
3) Unlike the other kings, the Bible does not specifically identify the kings of the east. All that we know for sure is that they invade from east of the Euphrates River. The use of the plural gives us an indication that it is a coalition of oriental nations. 

4) The Coalition – most likely headed by Babylon and including China - will not tolerate the Antichrist’s domination of oil-rich Palestine. They will move toward Palestine to contest the Antichrists power.

5) Their move toward Palestine will be facilitated by the dried-up Euphrates River (Revelation 16:12). 
6) The armies of this Coalition will reach the valley –plain of Megiddo. 
7) This constitutes the forth prong of the Armageddon Campaign.
8) Some scholars associate this army with the “army” mentioned in Revelation 9:16-17 and therefore number it an astonishing 200,000,000 mounted soldiers! There is, however, no biblical reason to do so. 
9) The rise of an Eastern power (probably Babylon; possibly China) is prophesied:

a) Daniel 11:44-45: “But rumors from the East and from the North will disturb him, and he will go forth with great wrath to destroy and annihilate many. And he will pitch the tents of his royal pavilion between the seas and the beautiful Holy Mountain; yet he will come to his end, and no one will help him.”

b) Revelation 16:12: “And the sixth angel poured out his bowl upon the great river, the Euphrates; and its water was dried up, that the way might be prepared for the kings from the east.”

10) China:

a) Time magazine, March 25, 1996 documented the emergence of China as a world superpower. It claims that: "the National Defense University in Washington... estimates that China could surpass the U.S. as a superpower in 35 years."  (p. 38)
b) This army makes up the future forth-prong of the Armageddon Campaign.

c) Napoleon said: "China is a sleeping giant, and God pity the generation that wakes her up." 
d) McGee: “China represents one-fourth of the world's population. If you take the peoples of the East, of the Orient, beyond the Euphrates River, you have most of the population of the world. Suppose they start moving? My friend, they are going to move someday. From the time of Alexander the Great, the white man has had his day…The dark races are awakening. They have been held back, and apparently these four angels had something to do with holding them back.”
e) China is one of the Big Ten BEM’s. Her economy will give her the power to be an world power of amazing influence. Also, China is already seen as the leader of an Oriental coalition by the USA.

f) New York Times, The Big Ten, by Jeffrey E. Garten:  “With a population of 1.2 billion, China is by far the biggest of the BEMs [big emerging markets]. By several measures it is likely to be one of the three largest economies within the next decade. Beijing has attracted commitments of overseas funds on the order of $80 billion per year in 1994 and 1995, half of which has already been invested, making it the largest destination of direct foreign investment in the developing world, and the fourth largest in the world behind the United States, Great Britain, and France…The future of China is also the future of most of Asia…If China can establish itself as a nation seeking peace with all of its neighbors, as well as become a force to help settle regional disputes, then the prospects for Asia are indeed bright. On the other hand, China may prove to be an enormously disruptive force in the region, creating serious military and economic tensions…It is likely that our relationship with China will emerge in the next decade as the most important focus of our entire foreign policy…Many innovative companies already see the Chinese Economic Area as an integrated market. From the outset the Clinton administration called the Chinese Economic Area a BEM, rather than just China.”

g) China opposed the United States’ planned use of military of force against Iraq. New York Times, February 15, 1998, China Opposes U.S. Force Against Iraq by Erik Eckholm: “PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=B"BEIJING -- After four hours of meetings with Foreign Minister Qian Qichen and other senior officials here, the U.S. envoy to the United Nations, Bill Richardson, sought Saturday to play down China's refusal to support threats of military force against Iraq…At a news conference Saturday evening, Richardson said he had come here to explain American policy regarding Iraq's efforts to limit weapons inspections. He said he had presented evidence of Iraq's "continued production of weapons of mass destruction," such as deadly chemical and biological agents, and delivered a letter from President Clinton detailing American policy. The Chinese were friendly and listened carefully, he said, though they repeated their view that a military response would be wrong…The two countries have "some tactical differences on the issue of force," he said. After Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990, China abstained on the Security Council resolution authorizing the use of force if Iraq did not withdraw. At that time, Qian warned against "hasty actions" that could lead to "serious consequences" for the entire world…Since the 1991 Persian Gulf war, Chinese military leaders have pointed to America's virtuoso display of high technology to build support for modernizing China's large, relatively backward, army.”

h) With the death of Deng in February of 1997, President Jiang Zemin has inherited a volatile situation with the army:  New York Times, February 23, 1997, Control of Army Is Crucial Issue for China Rulers by Patrick E. Tyler: “BEIJING -- "We told our American friends that we are not Saddam Hussein," a senior Chinese military officer said in a recent interview. "But if Taiwan became independent, we simply would have no room to back off and would resort to military force regardless of whether the United States interfered. If the Americans did not come, we would do it; if the Americans came, we would do it."
i) China sold nuclear equipment to both Pakistan and cruise missiles to Iraq. Time, February 7, 1996, Scare Tactics: “Washington, D.C.:  “Relations with the U.S. have worsened as China has violated numerous international and trade agreements. Newly-released intelligence reports show that China has sold nuclear equipment to Pakistan and cruise missiles to Iraq…Says [TIME Senior Foreign Affairs Writer Bruce] Nelan: "Clinton's policy of conciliating to China just doesn't work. From every standpoint, economics, security and human rights, it is a failure."

j) China is poised to become the next world super-power. Time, March 25, 1996, China: Waking Up to the Next Superpower: “Chinese troops launching missiles that splash down perilously close to Taiwan and put its armed forces on high alert. A U.S carrier task force cruising the area, another sailing toward it…These are the most serious signals to date about the state of relations between the world's sole remaining superpower and its sole up-and-coming super power. One misstep and one misperception after another in recent years have bumped the U.S. and China closer to crisis…Over the next decade--or two or three--China will be at the top rung of American foreign-policy challenges. As a rising nation, like others before it, China is demanding respect in proportion to its strength. That would be reason enough for increased concern in the U.S.--and Asian countries--but Washington has a wider range of interests at stake where China is concerned. Foremost is trade. The U.S. and China, a huge and largely untapped market of 1.2 billion people, now do $50 billion worth of business with each other…China poses a particular security worry because it has atomic weapons and has sent nuclear technology to other countries …Angered by what they interpret as Beijing's uncompromising, uncooperative behavior, the containment forces are convinced China is a bully that needs to be disciplined, not indulged. They urge that the U.S. get tough and stop acquiescing. Says former Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger: "Their whole foreign policy has turned suddenly much more aggressive, and that bodes no good for the nature of any people."…To some degree, the record over the past few years bears that out. China's responses to Washington's efforts have been "a mixed bag," says a State Department official…Washington remains utterly frustrated by insensitivity--if not outright resistance—to…American concerns where China is giving little ground or no ground at all…Beijing has continued to test atomic weapons, transferred nuclear-arms technology to Pakistan and sold missiles to Iran. Clinton is still deciding whether to impose certain economic sanctions on China to punish it for the Pakistan deal, as the law requires, or to waive such penalties as he has in similar circumstances…Meanwhile, despite assurances that it seeks a negotiated solution, China has rattled its neighbors by claiming sovereignty over the Spratly Islands in the South China Sea, where six countries have competing territorial claims. It has also repeatedly interfered in the affairs of Hong Kong, the British colony that will return to Chinese sovereignty next year, supposedly with a "high degree of autonomy." Beijing is also building up its military. In 1979 Deng Xiaoping told the generals and admirals of the People's Liberation Army that they would have to wait 10 years before they could collect their share of the wealth created by modernization…Washington knows China is playing catch-up and is not overly worried about the military expansion: by most estimates it will be at least two decades before Beijing has the capacity--specifically a blue-water navy--to project power at a distance. That could change, of course. Last year an unofficial study, not endorsed by the U.S. Defense Department, concluded that "Chinese military officials believe the present gap in their capabilities is temporary and the long-term goal is to be a global military peer of the U.S."…The generals in Beijing…"don't want a confrontation with the U.S.," but some of Beijing's rhetoric about the U.S. commitment to Taiwan has had a harsh tone…a member of the general staff late last year told Chas. W. Freeman, a former U.S. diplomat in Beijing and Assistant Secretary of Defense, that "America will not sacrifice Los Angeles to protect Taiwan."…For now, war almost certainly is not on Beijing's mind…. The immediate crisis will pass, and the two sides will not have irreparably antagonized each other. But how will they fare at resolving the next conflict when it comes along, as it surely will?”

The Fifth Prong of the Armageddon Campaign

1) The Antichrist’s armies will unite with the armies of the Eastern Coalition at Armageddon against Christ and the armies of heaven:

a) Revelation 19:19: “And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies, assembled to make war against Him who sat upon the horse, and against His army.”

b) Psalm 2:1-6, 9: “Why are the nations in an uproar, and the peoples devising a vain thing? The kings of the earth take their stand, and the rulers take counsel together against the Lord and against His Anointed: “Let us tear their fetters apart, and cast away their cords from us!” He who sits in the heavens laughs, the Lord scoffs at them. Then He will speak to them in His anger and terrify them in His fury: “But as for Me, I have installed My King upon Zion, My holy mountain…‘Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron, Thou shalt shatter them like earthenware.’”

2) Christ will return with the Armies of Heaven:

a) Isaiah 26:20-21: The Lord is about to come out of His place.

b) Revelation 19:11-16: “And I saw heaven opened; and behold, a white horse, and He who sat upon it is called Faithful and True; and in righteousness He judges and wages war. And His eyes are a flame of fire, and upon His head are many diadems; and He has a name written upon Him which no one knows except Himself. And He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood; and His name is called The Word of God. And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses. And from His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may smite the nations; and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.” 
c) Matthew 24:29-30: “But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall  from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken, 30 and then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky  with power and great glory.

3) These armies will be destroyed by Christ:

a) “To John the Revelator the ancient plain of Megiddo, the battleground of the centuries, furnished a type of the great battle in which the Lord, at His advent of glory, will deliver the Jewish remnant besieged by the Gentile world powers under the Beast (Revelation 13:1–10) and the false prophet (13:11–18). Apparently the besieging hosts, whose advance upon Jerusalem is typically set forth in Isaiah 10:28–32 and who are demon-energized (Revelation 16:13–16; Zechariah 12:1–9), have retreated to Megiddo after the events of Zechariah 14:2. There their decimation commences and is completed in Moab and Edom (Isaiah 63:1–3). This last grand battle of “the times of the Gentiles” and of this present age finds fulfillment in the striking-stone prophecy of Dan. 2:35 and ushers in “the day of the Lord,” when God actively and visibly manifests His glorious power to the discomfiture and utter destruction of His enemies.” [Unger’s Bible Dictionary, Armageddon]
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