
                   Zechariah 5 (ZCK26)

                            God: “Keep it up and I’ll give you a Shinar!”

                                              Pastor Gene Giguere
Babylon will be a religious center again during the Tribulation, as well as “a dwelling place of demons and a prison of every unclean spirit” (Revelation 18:2)

1) Some scholars believe that Babylon will be the headquarters of the pseudo-Trinity during the Great tribulation (cf., Fruchtenbaum, Footsteps of the Messiah). 

2) The whore church bears the name Babylon: “And upon her forehead a name was written, a mystery, “BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” (Revelation 17:5)
3) This was prophesied in Zechariah 5:5-11: “Then the angel who was speaking with me went out, and said to me, “Lift up now your eyes, and see what this is, going forth.” And I said, “What is it?” And he said, “This is the ephah going forth.” Again he said, “This is their appearance in all the land (and behold, a lead cover was lifted up); and this is a woman sitting inside the ephah.” Then he said, “This is Wickedness!” And he threw her down into the middle of the ephah and cast the lead weight on its opening. Then I lifted up my eyes and looked, and there two women were coming out with the wind in their wings; and they had wings like the wings of a stork, and they lifted up the ephah between the earth and the heavens. And I said to the angel who was speaking with me, “Where are they taking the ephah?” Then he said to me, “To build a temple for her in the land of Shinar; and when it is prepared, she will be set there on her own pedestal.”
4) The New Bible Dictionary defines Shinar as, “The land in which were situated the great cities of Babylon…It lay in a plain to which early migrants came to found the city and tower of Babel (Genesis 11:2) and was a place of exile for the Jews (Isaiah 11:11; Daniel 1:2).”
5) The true nature of Tribulational Babylon is seen in Revelation 18:1-2: “After these things I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the earth was illumined with his glory. And he cried out with a mighty voice, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! And she has become a dwelling place of demons and a prison of every unclean spirit, and a prison of every unclean and hateful bird.“
6) Notice the reference to demons and unclean spirits! This, not Chinamen, is what makes up the army of 200,000,000, which are the 6th trumpet judgment.
7) The extent of the judgment:
a) Revelation 9:15: “And the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour and day and month and year, were released, so that they might kill a third of mankind.”
b) Just the 4th seal and the 6th trumpet alone wipe out half the world’s population!

c) As of January 10, 2001 the population of the earth was 6,121,190,275. This means that were these judgments to take place now, 3,060,595,125 would die as a result of these two judgments. (U.S. Census Bureau, http://www.census.gov/cgi-bin/ipc/popclockw) 

The Rebuilt City of Babylon - A Tribulational Political/Economic Center – Will Be Destroyed

(Revelation 18)

1) Is this literally the City of Babylon? Yes!

a) Isaiah 13:19-21 has never been fulfilled: “And Babylon, the beauty of kingdoms, the glory of the Chaldeans’ pride [from Nebuchadnezzar to Saddam Hussein], will be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. It will never be inhabited or lived in from generation to generation; nor will the Arab pitch his tent there, nor will shepherds make their flocks lie down there. But desert creatures will lie down there, and their houses will be full of owls, ostriches also will live there, and shaggy goats will frolic there. And hyenas will howl in their fortified towers and jackals in their luxurious palaces. Her fateful time also will soon come and her days will not be prolonged.”
b) The fulfillment of Isaiah 13:19-21 is in Revelation 18:21-23: “And a strong angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, “Thus will Babylon, the great city, be thrown down with violence, and will not be found any longer. And the sound of harpists and musicians and flute-players and trumpeters will not be heard in you any longer; and no craftsman of any craft will be found in you any longer; and the sound of a mill will not be heard in you any longer; and the light of a lamp will not shine in you any longer; and the voice of the bridegroom and bride will not be heard in you any longer; for your merchants were the great men of the earth, because all the nations were deceived by your sorcery.”
c) The city of Babylon, on the Euphrates River, must be rebuilt in order for these prophecies (and all of Revelation 18) to be fulfilled.
2) Babylon will likely be the Antichrist’s political capitol during the Tribulation.
3) Babylon is not Rome or the Roman Catholic Church as many have taught throughout the ages:
a) There is no reason to spiritualize Revelation 18. 
b) There is much in the text to suggest that it be identified as a real geographic location:

i) She is called a “dwelling place,” (18:2)

ii) She has had immoral dealings with the “kings of the earth.” (18:4)

iii) She has made “the merchants of the earth…rich.” (18:3)

iv) She is identified by the “kings of the earth” as “the great city, Babylon, the strong city!” (18:10)

v) When she is destroyed, the “merchants of the earth weep and mourn over her because no one buys their cargoes any more” – they suffer financial loss. (18:11)

vi) She produces, imports and exports a number of specific goods: “cargoes of gold and silver and precious stones and pearls and fine linen and purple and silk and scarlet, and every kind of citron wood and every article of ivory and every article made from very costly wood and bronze and iron and marble, and cinnamon and spice and incense and perfume and frankincense and wine and olive oil and fine flour and wheat and cattle and sheep, and cargoes of horses and chariots and slaves and human lives.” (18:12-13)

vii) It is declared that “Babylon, the great city, be thrown down with violence, and will not be found any longer.”
c) Further, there is no reason to identify it with any city besides Babylon, a specific geographic location.
i) Everett Harrison: “Those who have adopted the historical scheme of interpretation make Babylon refer generally to pagan Rome. Some have asserted that Babylon here must mean Jerusalem…but this seems utterly impossible. I have read books that defend the view that this city is London or Paris. Even Alford once said,  “Certainly the details of this mercantile lamentation far more nearly suit London, than Rome…” (The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, NT on Revelation 18)
d) It is certainly not Rome:
i) I’ve seen the Tiber river that runs through the city. It would be ridiculous to think that the Tiber River could ever support the kind of traffic described in Revelation 18.
ii) Everett Harrison: “Pagan Rome was never famous as a center of exchange and selling of merchandise.” (The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, NT on Revelation 18)
4) Any believers residing in the city are told to evacuate: 
a) Revelation 18:4-5: “And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, “Come out of her, my people, that you may not participate in her sins and that you may not receive of her plagues; for her sins have piled up as high as heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities.”
b) God’s people are put in danger “as Lot’s wife, by lingering too near the polluted and doomed city.” (JFB)
5) Babylon will be both a political and economic capitol during the Tribulation. This is seen by the fact that:
a) The “kings of the earth…will weep and lament over her when they see the smoke of her burning…” (18:9-10)

b) The “merchants of the earth [businessmen] weep and mourn over her…” (18:11, 15)

c) “And every shipmaster and every passenger and sailor, and as many as make their living by the sea [seafarers], stood at a distance, and were crying out as they saw the smoke of her burning…” (18:17-18)

6) Babylon’s “sins have piled up as high as heaven” (Revelation 18:5):

a) “Have piled up” is the aorist passive indicative of   / kollao.

b)   - to join closely together, unite, bind closely, to cling closely, to come into close contact with. (BAG)

c) The early church father Clement used this word when he wrote:   (“Love unites us with or glues us to God.”) - 1 Clement 49:5. 

d) Jesus used it in Matthew 19:5 for the sexual union between a man and his wife: “ and said, ‘For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall cleave [] to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh’?”

e) JFB comments that Babylon’s sins have  “reached so far as to come into close contact with, and to cleave unto” heaven itself!
7) This is not the same destruction of Babylon found in Revelation 17:16: “And the ten horns…and the beast…will hate the harlot and will make her desolate and naked, and will eat her flesh and will burn her up with fire.”
a) In Revelation 17, the destruction of religious Babylon is described; in Revelation 18, the destruction of political/economic Babylon is described.
b) While the “whore” controlled the political/economic Babylon for a season, she was not political/economic Babylon itself.

8) Political/economic Babylon is destroyed in the 7th bowl judgment. 

a) Revelation 16:19: “And the great city [Jerusalem] was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. And Babylon the great was remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of His fierce wrath.”
b) So Revelation 18 is detailed description of this part of the 6th bowl.

9) The city is described:

a) She is “a dwelling place of demons and a prison of every unclean spirit, and a prison of every unclean and hateful bird.” (18:2)

b) She is full of “immorality.”

c) She made merchants rich: 

i) “The merchants of the earth have become rich by the wealth of her sensuality.” (18:2)

ii) “The merchants of these things, who became rich from her, will stand at a distance because of the fear of her torment, weeping and mourning.” (18:15)

d) She has reached the lowest depths of inhumanity – she deals in “slaves and human lives” (18:13):

i) “Slaves” is the genitive plural of , a body. They deal in bodies.

ii) “Human lives” is literally , men’s souls.

e) She is haughty: “She says in her heart, ‘I sit as a queen and I am not a widow, and will never see mourning.’”

f) She was fortified and powerful: “‘Woe, woe, the great city, Babylon, the strong city!” (18:10)

g) She is a major shipping and merchant center. She has “cargoes of gold and silver and precious stones and pearls and fine linen and purple and silk and scarlet,” etc. (18:12-14)

h) She is a prominent commercial port, for “every shipmaster and every passenger and sailor, and as many as make their living by the sea, stood at a distance, and were crying out as they saw the smoke of her burning…in which all who had ships at sea became rich by her wealth…’”(18:17-19)

i) She is an industrial center:

i) “Fine linen” () is linen that has manufactured or a linen garment (18:12). The same word is used in Revelation 19:7 with reference to the bride of Christ: “And it was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen [], bright and clean; for the fine linen [] is the righteous acts of the saints.”

ii) “Every article made from very costly wood” is a reference to manufactured furniture.” (18:12)

10) A fascinating statement: Revelation 18:7a: “To the degree that she glorified herself and lived sensuously [aorist active indicative of , to live luxuriously or to run wild], to the same degree give her torment [- torture!] and mourning [ - grief or sadness].” (all BAG) So God will repay:

a) Torture () for self-glorification.

b) Grief () for luxuriously (). 

11) The fact that Babylon has said: “I am seated (this long time) … I am no widow … I shall see no sorrow,” (18:7) marks her complete unconcerned security as to the past, present, and future.” Bengel cited in JFB)

12) The Judgment against Babylon:

a) Will come suddenly:

i) It will come “in one day” (18:8) and “in one hour.” (18:10)

ii) “…’in one hour such great wealth has been laid waste!’ (18:17)

iii) “One day” and “one hour” are probably metaphors for suddenly, as in Revelation 17:12b: “…they receive authority as kings with the beast for one hour.”

iv) The phrase “Babylon, the great city, be thrown down with violence []” literally means with a violent rush. (18:21)

b) Will consist of “pestilence and mourning and famine, and she will be burned up with fire.” (18:8) 

c) Will come about when “a strong angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, “Thus will Babylon, the great city, be thrown down with violence, and will not be found any longer.” (Revelation 18:21)

i) The millstone “means an oil press, that is, a stone mill for grinding olives into pulp for their oil.

ii) Some commentators take the “stone like a great millstone” to be a nuclear device of some kind.

iii) Craig Keener: “Here the stone is the kind of millstone turned by a donkey, so heavy that it could never be retrieved from the sea (Mark 9:42).” (IVP Bible Background Commentary: NT on Revelation 18:21)

d) Will be observed by men from afar off:

i) “And the kings of the earth…will weep and lament over her when they see the smoke of her burning, standing at a distance because of the fear of her torment…” (18:9-10)

ii) “And the merchants of the earth [businessmen] weep and mourn over her…[and] “will stand at a distance because of the fear of her torment, weeping and mourning…” (18:11, 15)

iii) “And every shipmaster and every passenger and sailor, and as many as make their living by the sea [seafarers], stood at a distance, and were crying out as they saw the smoke of her burning…” (18:17-18)

e) Will be permanent:

i) “Thus will Babylon, the great city, be thrown down, and will not be found any longer.” (18:21)

ii) “And the sound of harpists and musicians and flute-players and trumpeters will not be heard in you any longer; and no craftsman of any craft will be found in you any longer; and the sound of a mill will not be heard in you any longer; and the light of a lamp will not shine in you any longer; and the voice of the bridegroom and bride will not be heard in you any longer…” (18:22-23)
iii) “And Babylon…will be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. It will never be inhabited or lived in from generation to generation; nor will the Arab pitch his tent there, nor will shepherds make their flocks lie down there. But desert creatures will lie down there, and their houses will be full of owls, ostriches also will live there, and shaggy goats will frolic there. And hyenas will howl in their fortified towers and jackals in their luxurious palaces.” (Isaiah 13:19-21a)

f) Will be “double”:

i) Revelation 18:6: “Pay her back even as she has paid, and give back to her double according to her deeds; in the cup which she has mixed, mix twice as much for her.”
ii) God promised that Jerusalem would receive double blessing for all of the suffering she has endured (Isaiah 61:7; Zechariah 9:12), just as Jerusalem has received double punishment for her sins (Isaiah 40:2).

13) Craig Keener: “The merchants themselves had good reason to mourn—they were now out of business, perhaps with outstanding debts on their expensive cargoes that would lead to the loss of everything they had.” (IVP Bible Background Commentary: NT on Revelation 18:17-19)

14) The description of Babylon’s destruction is reminiscent of Jeremiah’s prophecy regarding Babylon: “Jeremiah had written on a scroll about all the disasters that would come upon Babylon—all that had been recorded concerning Babylon. He said to Seraiah, “When you get to Babylon, see that you read all these words aloud.… When you finish reading this scroll, tie a stone to it and throw it into the Euphrates. Then say, ‘So will Babylon sink to rise no more, because of the disaster I will bring upon her. And her people will fall.’ ” (Jeremiah 51:60–61, 63–64)
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