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The Book of Zechariah

Introductory Concepts

Pastor Gene Giguere

(ZCK01)

Introduction (Necessary History)

1) Daniel’s Colossus:

a) The dream stated (Daniel 2:1-30)

b) The dream explained (Daniel 2:31-45)

2) Daniel’s Beasts:

a) The dream stated (Daniel 7:1-14)

b) The dream explained (Daniel 7:15-28)

3) Daniel’s Ram, He-goat & Little Horn:

a) Vision Stated:

i) The Ram with 2 horns (Media-Persia) (Daniel 8:1-4)

ii) The He-goat (Greece) with the large horn (Alexander) (Daniel 8:5-8)

iii) The Little Horn (the coming Anti-Christ) (Daniel 8:9-14)

b) Vision Explained:

i) The Ram with 2 horns (Media-Persia) (Daniel 8:15-20)
ii) The He-goat (Greece) with the large horn (Alexander) (Daniel 8:21)

iii) The Four Horns (Ptolemy [Egypt/parts of Asia Minor], Cassander [Macedonia and Greece], Lysimachus [Thrace and parts of Asia Minor - western Bithynia, Phrygia, Mycia, and Lydia] and Seleucus [the remainder of Alexander’s empire which included Syria, Israel, and Mesopotamia] (Daniel 8:22)
iv) The Little Horn (the coming Anti-Christ) (Daniel 8:23-27)

4) Contemporaries of Zechariah:

a) Zechariah was a contemporary of Haggai (see 1:1 of both books).

b) Both prophets had a similar message: to encourage the exiles who had returned to the land to continue rebuilding the Second Temple.

c) During their ministry, Zerubbabel was leading the returned exiles and Joshua (not the son of Nun) was serving as the High Priest.

d) Together with Malachi, Haggai and Zechariah make up what we call the post-exilic prophets.

5) History:

a) In 722 B.C., the ten tribes of the Northern Kingdom (Ephriam or Israel) were taken into captivity by the Assyrian Army and would never return to the land. (2 Kings 18:9-12).

b) Judah (the two tribes to the south) was also about to be judged, but, because they responded positively to the Prophet Isaiah’s message, God spared them and defeated the Assyrian army at the very gates of Jerusalem. (Isaiah 37:33-38)

c) Over the next 136 years, Judah struggle through a few great leaders (Josiah and Hezekiah) and a lot of bad ones (Manasseh, Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, and Jehoiachin). 

d) Soon the nation was in deep rebellion and idolatry again. Despite the warnings of the Prophet Jeremiah, the people continued to sin. Thus, God judged Judah. 

e) The Babylonian Captivity came in 3 waves:

i) First Babylonian captivity: 606 B.C.

(1) Carchemish (modern-day Jerablus) was a city on the western bank of the Euphrates River, approx. 100 km NE of Aleppo River.
(2) In 609 bc Neco II of Egypt moved via Megiddo to recapture the city (2 Chronicles 35:20).
(3) On the way to Carchemish, Josiah opposed Neco II and was killed in battle (2 Chronicles 35:20-24).
(4) Once in Carchemish, Neco II made it a base from which his army harassed the Babylonians. 
(5) But in May-June 605 bc Nebuchadnezzar, leading the Babylonian forces, entered the city by surprise. 
(6) At Carchemish, the Chaldeans launched their secret weapon – hungry lions. They forgot to consider, however, that hungry lions don’t know the difference between an Egyptian and a Babylonian!

(7) The Egyptians were utterly defeated in hand-to-hand fighting in and around the city (Jeremiah 46:2) and pursued to Hamath. 
(8) Details of this battle, which resulted in the Babylonian control of the West, are given in the Babylonian Chronicle.
(9) During the pursuit, Nebuchadnezzar saw Jerusalem and conquered it. To keep them on their best behavior, he took a few captives: Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego.
ii) Second Babylonian Captivity: 589 B.C.
iii) Third Babylonian Captivity: 586 B.C.

(1) The people of Judah were led into captivity by the Babylonian Army under Nebuchadnezzar. (2 Chronicles 36:10-19)

(2) The horrible details of the invasion are seen in Jeremiah 52, 2 Kings 25 and Psalm 119.

(3) Only the poorest people in the land were left behind to work the vineyards and fields (2 Kings 25:11-12).
(4) In Babylon, the Jewish exiles mourned their captivity. (Psalm 137:1-6)
f) God miraculously raised up Cyrus, the Persian king who would let the exiles return to the land, to defeat the Babylonians. Isaiah predicted the rise of Cyrus by name some 200 years before the event took place! Isaiah 44:28-45:5: “It is I who says of Cyrus, ‘He is My shepherd! And he will perform all My desire.’ And he declares of Jerusalem, ‘She will be built,’ and of the temple, ‘Your foundation will be laid.’ Thus says the Lord to Cyrus His anointed, whom I have taken by the right hand, to subdue nations before him, and to loose the loins of kings; to open doors before him so that gates will not be shut: “I will go before you and make the rough places smooth; I will shatter the doors of bronze, and cut through their iron bars. And I will give you the treasures of darkness, and hidden wealth of secret places, in order that you may know that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, who calls you by your name. For the sake of Jacob My servant, and Israel My chosen one, I have also called you by your name; I have given you a title of honor though you have not known Me. I am the Lord, and there is no other; besides Me there is no God.”
g) The Persian Empire eventually conquered the Babylonian Empire, thereby placing the Jewish exiles under Persian rule. (2 Chronicles 36:20; Daniel 7:4-5, 8:20)

h) In accordance with Jeremiah’s prophecy, the Israelites were in captivity for seventy years. (Jeremiah 25:11; 2 Chronicles 36:21; Daniel 9:2)  This is measured from the first deportation of the Jews to Babylon in 605 B.C. to the return of the exiles under Zerubbabel in 535 B.C.  (see 2 Kings 24:10-16 and Ezra 1:1-2:2)

i) During Israel’s captivity to Persia, a Jewish maiden named Esther became the queen to King Xerxes (called Ahasuerus in the Bible) who reigned from 486-465 B.C. (Esther 2:1-20) God used Esther to deliver her people from Haman’s plot to destroy the Jews. (Esther 3:1-7:10)

j) The Israelites were allowed to return to their land in three phases:

i) The first group of 49,897 exiles returned to the land by the decree of King Cyrus of Persia in 535 B.C.  The exiles returned under the leadership of Zerubbabel to rebuild the Temple. (2 Chronicles 36:22-23; Ezra 1:1-2:2)  Zechariah and Haggai prophesied to this group (see the books of Zechariah and Haggai).

ii) The second group of 4-5,000 exiles returned to the land by the decree of King Artaxerxes I in 458 B.C. They returned under the leadership of Ezra to beatify the Temple and to reform the people. Esther falls between these first two returns.

iii) The third group of exiles (also during the reign of Artaxerxes I) returned under the leadership of Nehemiah (see the book of Nehemiah).

6) Zerubbabel:
a) His name is probably is from Akkad - zeru-Babili, seed of Babylon. 

b) He was the son of Shealtiel (or Salathiel) and was, therefore, the grandson of King Jehoiachin (Ezra 3:2; Haggai 1:1; Matthew 1:12). 

c) Zerubbabel and Joshua were both active post-exilic leaders in Jerusalem.

d) Zerubbabel returned with the main party under Sheshbazzar in 537 bc, and laid the foundations of the Temple (Ezra 3). 

e) Ezra records that the work was hindered until 520 bc, when a fresh beginning was made, with Zerubbabel and Joshua again in the lead (Ezra 5-6; Haggai 1-2). 

f) In Haggai 1:1 and 2:2 Zerubbabel is called the ‘governor’ of Judah.
7) Joshua the High Priest:
a) He is identified as Joshua the son of Jehozadak.
b) He served as the high priest of the restoration in 537 bc. 
c) Under him the altar was rebuilt and the Temple was dedicated. 
d) Opposition, however, hindered progress until 520 bc when he was strengthened by the prophecies of Haggai and Zechariah.
e) He is used in one of Zechariah’s prophecies as a remarkable pattern of justification by the grace of God (Zechariah 3). 
f) Prophetically, he was named the ‘Branch’ (or, ‘shoot’) – Zechariah 6:12.
8) The Temple:

a) Historical background:

i) Some of the earliest structures built by man were temples or shrines where he could worship his god in his ‘house.’

ii) The Tower of Babel is the first structure mentioned in the Bible which implies the existence of a temple (Genesis 11:4). 

iii) After Israel had grown into a nation, a central shrine became a necessity as a gathering-point for all the people - a symbol of their unity in the worship of their God. 

iv) This need was supplied by the tabernacle during their voyage through the wilderness and by recognized shrines during the period of the judges (e.i., Shechem in Joshua 8:30ff., 24:1ff. and Shiloh in 1 Samuel 1:3).

v) The fact that Yahweh had no temple was unacceptable to King David. David had a palace; he thought God should have at least that! He said: “I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent!” (2 Samuel 7:2). 

vi) It was not given to him to build the Temple because he was stained with the blood of his enemies:

· 1 Chronicles 22:6-11: “Then he called for his son Solomon, and charged him to build a house for the Lord God of Israel. And David said to Solomon, “My son, I had intended to build a house to the name of the Lord my God. But the word of the Lord came to me, saying, ‘You have shed much blood, and have waged great wars; you shall not build a house to My name, because you have shed so much blood on the earth before Me. Behold, a son shall be born to you, who shall be a man of rest; and I will give him rest from all his enemies on every side; for his name shall be Solomon, and I will give peace and quiet to Israel in his days. He shall build a house for My name, and he shall be My son, and I will be his father; and I will establish the throne of his kingdom over Israel forever.’ Now, my son, the Lord be with you that you may be successful, and build the house of the Lord your God just as He has spoken concerning you.”

vii) David did however collect materials, gather treasure and buy the site:

· 1 Chronicles 22:2-5: “So David gave orders to gather the foreigners who were in the land of Israel, and he set stonecutters to hew out stones to build the house of God. And David prepared large quantities of iron to make the nails for the doors of the gates and for the clamps, and more bronze than could be weighed; and timbers of cedar logs beyond number, for the Sidonians and Tyrians brought large quantities of cedar timber to David. And David said, “My son Solomon is young and inexperienced, and the house that is to be built for the Lord shall be exceedingly magnificent, famous and glorious throughout all lands. Therefore now I will make preparation for it.” So David made ample preparations before his death.”

viii) Solomon began the actual construction in his 4th year, and the Temple was completed 7 years later (1 Kings 6:37-38).

b) Solomon’s Temple:

i) The Temple proper was an oblong, orientated E and W. 

ii) It is reasonable to assume that it stood on a platform (cf. Ezekiel 41:8). 

iii) The bronze altar for burnt offerings stood in the inner court (1 Kings 8:22, 64; 9:25). It was 20 cubits square and 10 cubits high (2 Chronicles 4:1). 

iv) Between this and the porch was the bronze laver holding water for ritual washings (1 Kings 7:23-26). This great basin, 10 cubits in diameter, rested upon four groups of four bronze oxen orientated to the four compass-points. These were removed by Ahaz (2 Kings 16:17).

v) A flight of steps would have led up from the inner court to the porch. 

vi) The entrance was flanked by two pillars, Jachin and Boaz, with elaborately ornamented capitals. Their purpose remains indeterminate; they were not part of the structure. 

vii) The porch was 10 cubits long and 20 cubits wide. Its height is given as an enormous 120 cubits (2 Chronicles 3:4); the remainder of the building was only 30 cubits high. 

viii) W of the porch was the large chamber in which the ordinary rituals were performed. This ‘holy place’ was 40 cubits long, 20 in breadth, and 30 high. It was shut off from the porch by double doors of cypress wood, each composed of two leaves.

ix) Latticed windows near the ceiling lighted the holy place (1 Kings 6:4). Here stood the golden incense-altar, the table for showbread, and five pairs of lampstands, together with the instruments of sacrifice. 

x) The double doors of cypress leading to the inner sanctuary (Hebrew , ‘innermost place’; av ‘oracle’ is an unlikely rendering) were rarely opened, probably only for the high priest at the atonement ceremony. 

xi) The inner sanctuary was a perfect cube of 20 cubits. Although it might be expected that the floor was raised above the , there is no hint of this. Within stood two wooden figures side by side, 10 cubits high. Two of their wings met in the center above the ark of the covenant, and the other wing of each touched the north and south walls respectively (1 Kings 6:23-28). In this most holy place the presence of God was shown by a cloud (1 Kings 8:10f.).

xii) Each room was paneled with cedar wood and the floor planked with cypress (or pine, Hebrew , Trees). 

xiii) The walls and doors were carved with flowers, palm trees and cherubim, and overlaid with gold in the way approved for ancient temples, as inscriptions testify. No stonework was visible.

xiv) The outer walls of the inner sanctuary and the holy place were built with two offsets of 1 cubit to support the joists of three stories of small chambers all around. Thus the ground-floor chambers were 5 cubits wide, those above 6, and the uppermost 7. 

xv) A door in the south side gave access to a spiral staircase serving the upper floors. These rooms doubtless housed various stores and vestments, provided accommodation, maybe, for the priests in course, and sheltered the offerings of money and goods made by the worshippers.

xvi) Much has been made of the proximity of the royal palace to the Temple and the inference drawn that it was the ‘Chapel Royal’. While admitting such a relationship (emphasized by the passage connecting the two buildings, 2 Kings 16:18), it should be remembered that it was appropriate for the viceroy of Yahweh to reside near to the house of God; entry was not restricted to the king.

xvii) Solomon hired a Tyrian to take charge of the work and used Phoenician craftsmen (1 Kings 5:10, 18; 7:13-14). It is not surprising to find parallels to the design of the Temple and its decoration in surviving examples of Phoenician or Canaanite handiwork. The ground plan is very similar to that of a small shrine of the 9th century bc excavated at Tell Tainat on the Orontes. 

xviii) Among the common subjects are flowers, palms and winged sphinxes, undoubtedly comparable with the carvings in the Temple. As with the Temple’s paneling, these carvings were overlaid with gold and set with colored stones.

c) The Post-exilic Temple (The Second Temple):

i) This stood for almost 500 years, longer than either the first or Herod’s Temple. Yet it is only vaguely known from incidental references. 

ii) The exiles who returned (c. 537 bc) took with them the vessels looted by Nebuchadrezzar, and the authorization of Cyrus for the rebuilding of the Temple. 

iii) Apparently the site was cleared of rubble, an altar built and the laying of the foundations commenced (Ezra 1; 3:2-3, 8-10). 

iv) When eventually finished it was 60 cubits long and 60 cubits high, but even the foundations showed that it would be inferior to Solomon’s Temple (Ezra 3:12). 

v) Around the shrine were store places and priests’ rooms. From some of these Nehemiah expelled the Ammonite Tobiah (Nehemiah 13:4-9). 

vi) 1 Maccabees 1:21 and 4:49-51 give information about the furnishings. 

vii) The ark had disappeared at the time of the Exile and was never recovered or replaced. 

viii) Instead of Solomon’s ten lampstands, one seven-branched candelabrum stood in the holy place with the table for showbread and the incense altar. These were taken by Antiochus IV Epiphanes (c. 175-163 bc), who set up the ‘desolating sacrilege’ (a pagan altar or statue) on 15 December 167 bc (1 Maccabees 1:54). 

ix) The triumphant Maccabees cleansed the Temple from this pollution and replaced the furniture late in 164 bc (1 Maccabees 4:36-59). They also turned the enclosure into a fortress so strong that it resisted the siege of Pompey for 3 months (63 bc).

d) Herod’s Temple:

i) The building of Herod’s Temple, commenced early in 19 bc, was an attempt to reconcile the Jews to their Idumaean king rather than to glorify God. 

ii) Great care was taken to respect the sacred area during the work, even to the training of 1,000 priests as masons to build the shrine. 

iii) Although the main structure was finished within 10 years (c. 9 bc), work continued until ad 64.

iv) As a basis for the Temple buildings and to provide a gathering-place, an area about 450 meters from north to south and about 300 meters from east to west was made level. 

v) In places the rock surface was cut away, but a large part was built up with rubble and the whole enclosed by a wall of massive stone blocks (normally about 1 meter high and up to 5 meters long; cf. Mark 13:1). 

vi) At the southeast corner, overlooking the Kidron ravine, the inner courtyard was about 45 meters above the rock. Perhaps the parapet above this corner was the pinnacle of the Temple (Matthew 4:5). Stretches of this wall still stand. 

vii) One gateway pierced the northern wall (Tadi Gate), but was apparently never used, and one led through the wall on the east (under the present Golden Gate). 

viii) Traces of the two Herodian gates on the south side are still visible beneath the Mosque of el-Aqsa. Ramps led upwards from these to the level of the court. 

ix) Four gates faced the city on the west. They were approached by viaducts across the Tyropoeon valley (Jerusalem). 

x) At the northwest corner the fortress of Antonia dominated the enclosure. This was the residence of the procurators when in Jerusalem, and its garrison was always at hand to subdue any unrest in the Temple (cf. Luke 13:1; Acts 21:31-35). The high priest’s robes were stored therein as a token of subjection.

xi) The outer court of the Temple was surrounded by a portico, inside the walls. As described by Josephus (Ant. 15. 410-416), the south porch had four rows of columns and was called the Royal Porch. The porticoes of the other sides each had two rows. 

xii) Solomon’s Porch stretched along the east side (John 10:23; Acts 3:11, 5:12). In these colonnades the scribes held their schools and debates (cf. Luke 2:46, 19:47; Mark 11:27) and the merchants and money-changers had their stalls (John 2:14-16; Luke 19:45-46). 

xiii) The inner area was raised slightly above the court of the Gentiles and surrounded by a balustrade. 

xiv) Notices in Greek and Latin warned that no responsibility could be taken for the probable death of any Gentile who ventured within. 

xv) Two of these inscriptions have been found. Four gates gave access on the north and south sides and one on the east. This last had doors of Corinthian bronze-work and may be the Beautiful Gate of Acts 3:2.

xvi) The first court inside (Women’s Court) contained the chests for gifts towards the expenses of the services (Mark 12:41-44). 

xvii) Men were allowed into the Court of Israel, raised above the Court of the Women, and at the time of the Feast of Tabernacles could enter the innermost (Priests’) Court to circumambulate the altar. This was built of unhewn stone, 22 cubits away from the porch (cf. Matthew 23:35). 

xviii) The plan of the shrine copied Solomon’s:

(1) The porch was 100 cubits wide and 100 cubits high. 

(2) A doorway 20 cubits wide and 40 high gave entry, and one half that size led into the holy place. 

(3) This was 40 cubits long and 20 cubits wide. 

(4) A curtain divided the holy place from the inner sanctuary (the veil, Matthew 27:51; Mark 15:38; cf. 2 Chronicles 3:14). 

(5) The inner sanctuary was 20 cubits square and, like the holy place, 40 cubits high. 

(6) An empty room above the holy place and the inner sanctuary rose to the height of the porch, 100 cubits, thus making a level roof. 

(7) Three stories of chambers surrounded the north, south and west sides to a height of 40 cubits. 

(8) Golden spikes were fixed on the roof to prevent birds from perching there.

xix) The magnificent structure of cream stone and gold was barely finished (ad 64) before it was destroyed by the Roman soldiery (ad 70). The golden candelabrum, the table of showbread and other objects were carried in triumph to Rome, as depicted on the Arch of Titus.

e) The Millennial Temple (Ezekiel’s Temple):

i) The exiles were heartened in their grief (Psalm 137) by the vision of a new Temple granted to Ezekiel (Ezekiel 40-43, c. 571 bc). 

ii) More details are given of this than of Solomon’s structure, although it has not yet been built. 

iii) The actual shrine was different in little other than its size (porch 20 cubits wide, 12 long; holy place 20 cubits wide and 40 long; inner sanctuary 20 cubits each way). 

iv) The walls were again paneled and carved with palms and cherubim. 

v) The building was set on a platform mounted by ten steps which were flanked by two bronze pillars. 

vi) Three tiers of rooms enfolded the inner sanctuary and the holy place. 

vii) The vision gives a description of the surrounding area, something lacking from the account of the first Temple. An area of 500 cubits square was enclosed by a wall pierced by a single gateway on each of the north, east ans south sides. Three more gates, opposite the former, led to an inner courtyard, where the altar of sacrifice stood before the shrine. All these gates were well fortified to prevent the entry of any but Israelites. 

viii) There were various buildings in the courtyards for storage and for the use of the priests.

9) Haggai:

a) Haggai comes out of obscurity (no mention is made of his lineage), prophecies for a mere four months, and slips back into obscurity. 

b) Although his ministry was short, it was extremely effective (Ezra 5:1 ff.). 

c) Haggai is the smallest OT book beside Obediah and is made up of only two chapters.
d) According to Jewish tradition, he was a young man when he returned to Jerusalem, but I believe that there is good evidence to suggest that he was older:
i) Haggai 2:3 seems to indicate that he had personally seen Solomon’s Temple before its destruction in 586 B.C.
ii) Haggai 2:3: “‘Who is left among you who saw this temple in its former glory? And how do you see it now? Does it not seem to you like nothing in comparison?”

iii) If this theory holds true, then Haggai would have been an elderly man.
iv) The Temple was destroyed in 586 B.C. and it is now 520 B.C. – 56 years later.
v) If he was 14 years old when the Temple was destroyed, he would now be 70.
e) Haggai was one of the few prophets to actually see his prophecies fulfilled in his lifetime.

f) Haggai is mentioned only in one other book of the Bible, Ezra (5:1, 6:14).

g) Haggai is quoted once in the NT, 2:6 in Hebrews 12:26: “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth, but also the heaven.”
h) Each of Haggai’s four brief prophecies are clearly dated, so the timeframe is without dispute: the 2nd year of king Darius Hystaspes, 520 B.C.

i) The book basically consists of four messages that Haggai preached. 
j) But, although the book is brief, its impact was phenomenal! Frank Gaebelein wrote: ”The truth is that few prophets have succeeded in packing into such brief compass so much spiritual common sense as Haggai did.“
 

k) Haggai knew that his message was coming directly from God”

i) “No less than 25 times in his two short chapters Haggai affirmed the divine authority of his messages. 

ii) Not only did he introduce his sermons with, ”This is what the Lord Almighty says,“ but also he concluded them with a similar formula (”declares the Lord Almighty“), and sprinkled those expressions throughout his messages. 

iii) He was fully aware he was God’s messenger (1:13).”

l) He was the first prophet through whom God spoke to the post-exilic Jews. He was joined shortly after by Zechariah. Together they encouraged the people to complete the rebuilding of the Temple. Ezra brings this out:

i) Ezra 5:1-2: “When the prophets, Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied to the Jews who were in Judah and Jerusalem, in the name of the God of Israel, who was over them, then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of Jozadak arose and began to rebuild the house of God which is in Jerusalem; and the prophets of God were with them supporting them.”

ii) Ezra 6:14: “And the elders of the Jews were successful in building through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they finished building according to the command of the God of Israel and the decree of Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia.”

m) Again, the Israelites were allowed to return to their land in three phases:

i) The first group of 49,897 exiles returned to the land by the decree of King Cyrus of Persia in 535 B.C.  The exiles returned under the leadership of Zerubbabel to rebuild the Temple. (2 Chronicles 36:22-23; Ezra 1:1-2:2)  Zechariah and Haggai prophesied to this group.

ii) The second group of 4-5,000 exiles returned to the land by the decree of King Artaxerxes I in 458 B.C. They returned under the leadership of Ezra to beatify the Temple and to reform the people. Esther falls between these first two returns.

iii) The third group of exiles (also during the reign of Artaxerxes I) returned under the leadership of Nehemiah (see the book of Nehemiah).
n) Some ancient versions of the Old Testament attribute the authorship of certain psalms to Haggai and/or Zechariah:

i) Psalms 137 and 145-148 in some manuscripts of the Septuagint. 

ii) Psalms 125-126 and 145-147 in the Latin Vulgate. 

o) This is probably not true. The tradition stems from the “close connection these prophets had with the temple where these psalms were sung.”

p) While in captivity in Babylon:

i) The Jews were without a temple and without their sacrifices. 

ii) They were, however, allowed to pray toward Jerusalem (1 Kings 8:48; Daniel 6:10).

q) Under Cyrus the Great, king of Persia, almost 50,000 Jews were allowed to return to Jerusalem with Zerubbabel (Ezra 1:2-4; cf. Isaiah 44:28), accompanied by Joshua the high priest and the Prophets Haggai and Zechariah. 

r) Levitical sacrifices were soon reinstituted on a rebuilt altar for burnt offerings (Ezra 3:1-6).

s) In the second year of the return the foundation of the temple was laid (Ezra 3:8-13; 5:16). But the building project slowed and then stopped altogether due to two factors:

i) Samaritan harassment and 

ii) Later pressure from the Persian Empire. 

t) Finally total apathy set in – no advancement was made on the Temple for the next 16 years, until the rule of the Persian king, Darius Hystaspes (521-486 B.C.)

u) In Darius’ second year (520 B.C.), God sent Haggai to encourage the Jews get the project rolling again (Ezra 5:1-2; Hag. 1:1). 

v) F. Duane Lindsey: “His task was to arouse the leaders and the people of Judah from their spiritual lethargy and to encourage them to continue working on the temple. The initial success of Haggai in his mission (cf. 1:12-15) was supplemented by the continued efforts of Zechariah until the temple reconstruction was finished in 515 B.C. (The critical problems relating to the Book of Hag. are minor and are reviewed by Hobart E. Freeman, An Introduction to the Old Testament Prophets. Chicago: Moody Press, 1968, pp. 330-2).”

Zechariah:

1) May be the Zechariah mentioned in Luke 11:45-54: “And one of the lawyers said to Him in reply, “Teacher, when You say this, You insult us too.” But He said, “Woe to you lawyers as well! For you weigh men down with burdens hard to bear, while you yourselves will not even touch the burdens with one of your fingers. Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets, and it was your fathers who killed them. Consequently, you are witnesses and approve the deeds of your fathers; because it was they who killed them, and you build their tombs. For this reason also the wisdom of God said, ‘I will send to them prophets and apostles, and some of them they will kill and some they will persecute, in order that the blood of all the prophets, shed since the foundation of the world, may be charged against this generation, from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who perished between the altar and the house of God; yes, I tell you, it shall be charged against this generation.’ Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of knowledge; you did not enter in yourselves, and those who were entering in you hindered.” And when He left there, the scribes and the Pharisees began to be very hostile and to question Him closely on many subjects, plotting against Him, to catch Him in something He might say.”
a) To whom does Jesus refer - Zechariah the son of Barachiah (Zechariah 1:1, Matthew 9:36) or Zechariah the son of Jehoiada (2 Chronicles 24:20-22)?
b) There are any where from 25-30 Zechariah’s in the Bible! For instance, beside the author of the book of Zechariah, there is the father of John the Immerser (Luke 1:5).
c) The name means “God remembers”. 
d) But who was “murdered between the sanctuary and the altar”? Matthew 23:35 gives us more information: “You serpents, you brood of vipers, how shall you escape the sentence of hell? Therefore, behold, I am sending you prophets and wise men and scribes; some of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues, and persecute from city to city, that upon you may fall the guilt of all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar. Truly I say to you, all these things shall come upon this generation.”
e) Possible solutions to this problem:
i) Since the prophet Zechariah was the son of Berechiah (Zechariah 1:1), it is possible that he was martyred, although there is no independent record of this. 
ii) It is also possible that the reference is to the martyrdom of Zechariah the son of Jehoiada (2 Chronicles 24:20-22) and that the error of the father’s name is due to a copyist’s addition (the phrase “son of Berechiah” does not occur in the best manuscripts of Luke 11:51).
iii) My conclusion is that this is not the Zechariah who wrote the Book of Zechariah. Since Adam is found in Genesis (the first book of the Hebrew Bible) and Zechariah the son of Jehoiada is the last martyr in the book of Chronicles (the last book in the Hebrew canon), I believe Jesus was simply saying “from the beginning to the end of the Old Testament, you’ve not obeyed God!” or, as we might say, ‘from Genesis to Revelation’. 
2) Zechariah was probably younger than his contemporary Haggai:
a) He is called a young man in Zechariah 2:4.
3) There are more messianic prophecies in Zechariah than in any other book of the bible!

4) The book of Zechariah is apocalyptic in flavor:

a) Daniel, Ezekiel and John – all of which wrote apocalyptic scriptures – were born in the land but wrote from outside of the land (while in exile).

b) Only Zechariah – who was probably born by the rivers of Babylon - writes an apocalypse from inside the land.
5) It was the complaint of the Jews in captivity that “We do not see our signs; there is no longer any prophet, nor is there any among us who knows how long.” (Psalm 74:9; see Psalm 74:1-12!)
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