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Introduction

1) “Witnessing is simply taking a good look at the Lord, and then going out and telling others what you saw.” – Anonymous.

2) We are all have a voice. That voice needs to be enlisted into the Lord’s service.

3) Every believer has the responsibility to be a voice in the wilderness that the Lord has placed them.

4) It is important to be a voice because other voices have gone out! (Reverend Sun Yung Moone)

The Motive of the Soul Winner

1) The Word of God commands it!

a) Proverbs 11:30: “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise.”

b) Matthew 28:18: “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

i) We are to:

(1) Go.

(2) Make disciples.

(3) Baptize them.

(4) Teach them.

(5) Remember to acknowledge His presence with us at all times.

c) Matthew 16:15: “And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.”

d) Acts 1:8: “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”

e) Romans 10:13-15: “Whoever will call upon the name of the Lord will be saved.” How then shall they call upon Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring glad tidings of good things!”
2) Rewards at the bema seat.

a) You can only deliver your own soul! Ezekiel 14:14: “Though these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they should deliver but their own souls by their righteousness, saith the Lord GOD.”

b) A full reward:

i) God has given each believer the privilege of earning eternal rewards in time by obedience to the mandate to communicate the Gospel.

ii) Daniel 12:3: “[Specifically directed toward Israel] And those who have insight will shine brightly like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those who lead the many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.”

iii) 2 John 8: “Watch yourselves, that you might not lose what we have accomplished, but that you may receive a full reward.”

iv) Hebrews 10:35-36: “Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.”

v) Revelation 22:12: “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done.”
The Characteristics of an Effective Soul Winner

1) He hides the Joy of his own salvation in his heart and has a willing spirit.

a) Psalm 51:12-13: “Restore to me the joy of Thy salvation, and sustain me with a willing spirit. Then I will teach transgressors Thy ways, and sinners will be converted to Thee.”

· Have you ever listened to a preacher that wasn’t excited about what he was preaching? I’d last ten minutes in a Church like that! God expects us to experience his joy. 

2) He puts away fear.

a) Ezekiel 2:4-7: “And I am sending you to them who are stubborn and obstinate children; and you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God.’ As for them, whether they listen or not—for they are a rebellious house—they will know that a prophet has been among them. And you, son of man, neither fear them nor fear their words, though thistles and thorns are with you and you sit on scorpions; neither fear their words nor be dismayed at their presence, for they are a rebellious house. But you shall speak My words to them whether they listen or not, for they are rebellious.”

b) Jeremiah 1:4-9: Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet to the nations.” Then I said, “Alas, Lord God! Behold, I do not know how to speak, because I am a youth.” But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am a youth,’ because everywhere I send you, you shall go, and all that I command you, you shall speak. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you,” declares the Lord. Then the Lord stretched out His hand and touched my mouth, and the Lord said to me, “Behold, I have put My words in your mouth.”

· In other words, “Put up your excuses! I gave you a voice, enlist it into my service! Quit sublimating; offer your body a living sacrifice!

c) Now you might ask, “Are you saying I shouldn’t consider my audience?” Sure you should. You should consider them in Hell without Jesus! 

d) Or perhaps you’d say, “But I don’t want to offend anybody.” Look at what the New Testament has to say about that:

i) Matthew 13:55-58: “And it came about that when Jesus had finished these parables, He departed from there. And coming to His hometown He began teaching them in their synagogue, so that they became astonished, and said, “Where did this man get this wisdom, and these miraculous powers? Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not His mother called Mary, and His brothers, James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? And His sisters, are they not all with us? Where then did this man get all these things?” And they took offense at Him. But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his home town, and in his own household.” And He did not do many miracles there because of their unbelief.”

ii) Galatians 5:11: “The cross is an offense!”

iii) Matthew 10:34-38: “Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I came to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and a man’s enemies will be the members of his household. He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.”
3) He counts the cost of being a believer:

a) Luke 14:25-30: “Now great multitudes were going along with Him; and He turned and said to them, If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple. Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit down and calculate the cost, to see if he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation, and is not able to finish, all who observe it begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’”

b) When making a purchase one must count the cost.
i) Making a purchase means giving up something that you have for something you want more.

ii) Getting married is a purchase. You give up single privileges for married privileges. You guys can’t run with the boys anymore. 90% of the marriages that I council are the result of people not counting the cost. 
iii) Marrying someone who already has children means those children are going to become an intricate part of your life. The time to consider the cost is before you marry.
iv) You can’t have the dollar and the candy bar; you have to count the cost.
4) Sees through the Lord’s eyes. 1 Corinthians 2:1-2: “And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God. For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.”

God’s Many Ways of Winning a Soul

1) God uses many different people and things to call a soul to salvation through the Gospel:

a) R.A. Torrey was won to Christ through the witnessing of a godly mother;
b) Sam Jones, by his own father; 
c) George Mueller, by a friend; 
d) John R. Mott, by a teacher; 
e) George Whitefield, by reading a book; 
f) Count Zinzendorf, through looking at a picture;
g) D.L. Moody, by his Sunday School teacher who came to visit him while he was working in a shoe store.
2) In the kingdom of God, one is many! R.G. Lee writes:
a) “Andrew brought Simon—just one. But that one was many, for under God, Simon brought three thousand in one day. 
b) Ezra Kimball, a Sunday school teacher, brought Moody to Christ—just one. But that one was many, for Moody rocked two continents for God. 
c) But why say more? Just as one digit is valuable in the multiplication table, and one letter in the alphabet, far more valuable is just one soul in God’s sight.”

Who is the Believer that the Lord can Use to Win Souls?

1) A believer who would be used by God to win souls must be selfless – he always knows that he is in the hand of God:

a) Matthew 16:24: “Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.””

b) Philippians 2:14-16: “Do all things without grumbling or disputing; that you may prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may have cause to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in vain.”

c) “A few years before the death of Charles Spurgeon, an American lecture bureau tried to hire him to come to America to deliver 50 lectures, speaking in all the large cities of America. As compensation, the bureau offered to pay all expenses of Spurgeon, his wife, and private secretary, and to pay $1,000 per night for each of 50 lectures. But Spurgeon promptly declined to make $50,000 in 50 days, saying, “I can do better. I will stay in London and try to save 50 souls.””

2) A believer who would be used by God to win souls is a believer who prays:

a) Nothing significant ever happens without prayer.
b) Start the day right:

i) Psalm 5:3: “In the morning, O Lord, Thou wilt hear my voice; in the morning I will order my prayer to Thee and eagerly watch.”
ii) Psalm 59:16: “But as for me, I shall sing of Thy strength; yes, I shall joyfully sing of Thy loving kindness in the morning, for Thou hast been my stronghold, and a refuge in the day of my distress.”
c) E.M. Bounds: “It is a great thing to talk to men about God; it is greater still to talk to God about men.”

d) The purpose of all prayer is doxological. That means God loves to glorify Himself by answering our prayers!

e) George Whitefield, the famous English evangelist, said, “O Lord, give me souls, or take my soul!”

f) Henry Martyn, missionary, kneeling on India’s coral strands, cried out, “Here let me burn out for God.” 

g) John McKenzie prayed a prayer of a young missionary candidate as he knelt on the banks of the Lossie: “O Lord, send me to the darkest spot on earth!”

h) Praying Hyde, a missionary in India: “Father, give me these souls, or I die.”

i) Mrs. Comstock, a missionary in India, a prayer of parting when she sent her children home: “Lord Jesus, I do this for thee.”
j) What should we pray for:

i) Workers! Matthew 9:37-38: “Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.”

(1) There’s plenty to do, but not many people to do it.

(2) The only legitimate workers are the ones the Lord sends.

ii) Open doors. Colossians 4:3-4: “Praying at the same time for us as well, that God may open up to us a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been imprisoned; in order that I may make it clear in the way I ought to speak.”
iii) That the Lord would put His words in our mouths and for boldness! Ephesians 6:19-20: “And pray on my behalf, that utterance [masculine nominative singular of lovgo" – a word] may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.”
(1) Are you sometimes afraid or too intimidated to share the gospel with others? 

(2) Take comfort in the fact that even Paul asked the brethren to pray that he might be bold!

3) A believer who would be used by God to win souls is careful to keep a good testimony:

a) Be genuine!

i) Proverbs 11:25a: “A true witness delivers souls.”

ii) Matthew 6:5: “when you pray, you are not to be as the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners, in order to be seen by men.”

iii) Matthew 6:16: “whenever you fast, do not put on a gloomy face as the hypocrites do, for they neglect their appearance in order to be seen fasting by men.”

iv) Matthew 22:16-18: “And they sent their disciples to Him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that You are truthful and teach the way of God in truth, and defer to no one; for You are not partial to any. Tell us therefore, what do You think? Is it lawful to give a poll-tax to Caesar, or not?” But Jesus perceived their malice, and said, “Why are you testing Me, you hypocrites?””

v) Matthew 23:27-28: “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear beautiful, but inside they are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness. Even so you too outwardly appear righteous to men, but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.”

vi) Romans 12:9: “Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.”

b) They’re watching!
i) What do they see you reading?

(1) People are always interested in what other people are reading.

(2) Reading a book about an intriguing biblical subject can be an excellent fishhook.

(3) By the same token, reading material that would injure your testimony is also a great way to close a door.

ii) Do you really think you can watch those things on television without your children seeing it, dad? Ever wonder why they don’t take your “preaching” very seriously? Because they can see that you don’t even believe it. No one can spot a hypocrite like a kid.

c) They’re listening!

i) What do they hear you saying?

ii) Don’t try walking up to someone and telling them about the Lord after they’ve heard you swearing about your boss. It simply will not work.

iii) Don’t try to tell a fellow employee about the optimism and contentment that comes with knowing Christ if  your life is characterized day after day by negativity and complaining. It will not work.

iv) Don’t try to tell someone about the purity that comes from accepting Christ when they hear you gossiping and talking people down behind their backs. It will not work.

v) 1 Corinthians 10:23-24: “All things are lawful, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful, but not all things edify. Let no one seek his own good, but that of his neighbor.”
d) Bottom line: If they don’t believe that you’re genuine, they won’t give you a hearing.
Styles of Evangelism
1) Confrontational: 

a) Confrontation evangelism simply means confronting people!

b) Peter in Acts 2:12-36: “And they all continued in amazement and great perplexity, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others were mocking and saying, “They are full of sweet wine.” But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and declared to them: “Men of Judea, and all you who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give heed to my words. For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only the third hour of the day; but this is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel: ‘And it shall be in the last days,’ God says, ‘That I will pour forth of My Spirit upon all mankind; And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, And your young men shall see visions, And your old men shall dream dreams; Even upon My bondslaves, both men and women, I will in those days pour forth of My Spirit And they shall prophesy. ‘And I will grant wonders in the sky above, And signs on the earth beneath, Blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke. ‘The sun shall be turned into Darkness, And the moon into blood, Before the great and glorious day of the Lord shall come. ‘And it shall be, that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know—this Man, delivered up by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death. And God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power. For David says of Him, ‘I was always beholding the Lord in my presence; For He is at my right hand, that I may not be shaken. Therefore my heart was glad and my tongue exulted; Moreover my flesh also will abide in hope; Because Thou wilt not abandon my soul to Hades, Nor allow Thy Holy One to undergo decay. Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; Thou wilt make me full of gladness with Thy presence.’ Brethren, I may confidently say to you regarding the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. And so, because he was a prophet, and knew that God had sworn to him with an oath to seat one of his descendants upon his throne, he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that He was neither abandoned to Hades, nor did  His flesh suffer decay. This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses. Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear. For it was not David who ascended into heaven, but he himself says: ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, Until I make Thine enemies a footstool for Thy feet.”’ Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ—this Jesus whom you crucified.”
c) Confrontational evangelism is what we do in the parks and on the mission field – confront people one on one!
d) The confrontational evangelist is the guy who’s not afraid to defend the Lord at a lunch table full of unbelievers. 
e) This style is for the believer who has a:
i) A good sense of humor.
ii) A large dose of courage.
2) Silent witnessing – manifesting the character of the Savior silently:

a) St. Augustine: “Preach the gospel everywhere you go and, if you have to, use words.” – Augustine?

b) Tabitha in Acts 9:36: “Now in Joppa there was a certain disciple named Tabitha (which translated in Greek is called Dorcas); this woman was abounding with deeds of kindness and charity, which she continually did.”
c) 1 Peter 3:1-6: “In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior. And let not your adornment be merely external—braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses; but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God. For in this way in former times the holy women also, who hoped in God, used to adorn themselves, being submissive to their own husbands. Thus Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, and you have become her children if you do what is right without being frightened by any fear.”
d) 2 Corinthians 3:2-3: “You are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read by all men; being manifested that you are a letter of Christ, cared for by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone, but on tablets of human hearts.”
3) Intellectual: 

a) Paul in Acts 17:16-27: “Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was being provoked within him as he was beholding the city full of idols. So he was reasoning in the synagogue with the Jews and the God-fearing Gentiles, and in the market place every day with those who happened to be present. And also some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers were conversing with him. And some were saying, “What would this idle babbler wish to say?” Others, “He seems to be a proclaimer of strange deities,”—because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. And they took him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new teaching is which you are proclaiming? For you are bringing some strange things to our ears; we want to know therefore what these things mean.” (Now all the Athenians and the strangers visiting there used to spend their time in nothing other than telling or hearing something new.) And Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I observe that you are very religious in all respects. For while I was passing through and examining the objects of your worship, I also found an altar with this inscription, ‘TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.’ What therefore you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands; neither is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all life and breath and all things; and He made from one, every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times, and the boundaries of their habitation, that they should seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us.”
b) While these kinds of intellectual debates are often fruitless, they can be an open door to a clear presentation of the Gospel. 
c) Warning! Do not allow yourself to become sidetracked by issues like evolution and dinosaurs and forget to deliver the Gospel!
4) Testimonial: 
a) The Blind man in John 9:8-12: “The neighbors therefore, and those who previously saw him as a beggar, were saying, “Is not this the one who used to sit and beg?” Others were saying, “This is he,” still others were saying, “No, but he is like him.” He kept saying, “I am the one.” Therefore they were saying to him, “How then were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man who is called Jesus made clay, and anointed my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam, and wash’; so I went away and washed, and I received sight.” And they said to him, “Where is He?” He said, “I do not know.”

5) Invitational: 

a) The woman at the well: “So the woman left her waterpot, and went into the city, and said to the men, “Come, see a man who told me all the things that I have done; this is not the Christ, is it?” They went out of the city, and were coming to Him.” (John 4:28-30)

b) One often effective way for you lead a soul to Christ is to simply to invite them to a special event or church service.

c) Navigators’ Log: “A businessman landed at the Dallas airport and realized he had one hour and 20 minutes before his next plane connection. He thought, How can I be used of the Lord here? He had a supply of Gospel tracts with him. He inserted one of his business cards inside each tract. Then he gave these to single men sitting waiting for their planes. But he didn’t just hand them out and pass on. Instead he said to each man, “Pardon me. I have a little booklet here that explains how a person can become a Christian. Inside is my business card. I would like you to read this over and if you have any questions, I will be sitting over there. I have some time before my plane takes off. Or if you would like to write, my address is there.” At the end of the hour and 20 minutes, men were standing four deep to ask questions about how to become a Christian. And, for weeks afterwards, the businessman received correspondence because of the business cards in the tracts.”
How to Lead Someone to the Lord

1) The Four Spiritual Laws/Romans Road:

a) You should be able to give the clear Gospel message in one or two minutes.

b) Be sure to include these four components:
i) Man is a sinner:
(1) Romans 3:10: “As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one.”
(2) Romans 3:23: “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.”
ii) There is a cost of sin is death:
(1) Romans 6:23: “For the wages of sin is death.”
(2) Romans 5:12: “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.”
iii) Jesus paid that price on the cross:
(1) Romans 5:8: “But God commends his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”
iv) By faith in Christ we can be saved. 
(1) Romans 10:13: “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
c) Should someone ask, “How can I call upon the Lord?” Simply tell them:
i) Admit that you are a sinner in need of a Savior.
ii) Believe that Jesus died for your sins – that is, he died in your place.
iii) Believe that He rose again from the dead to prove that He had conquered death forever.
2) One of the most effective tracts available is Steps to Peace with God put out by Billy Graham’s Ministry.

Points to Remember

1) Stay on track! 

a) Remember, the only thing an unbeliever has the capacity to understand is the Gospel!

b) 1 Corinthians 2:14: “But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.”

2) We are engaged in Spiritual warfare; don’t expect this to be easy!

· 2 Corinthians 4:4-5: “In whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus’ sake.”
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