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Pastor Gene Giguere
Guidelines for Interpreting Prophetic Scripture (REV02)
1. Interpret the Prophetic passage literally.

· This is the single most important rule in interpreting prophecy. 

· Don’t come to a prophetic passage with a preconceived conclusion. 

· Dr. Dwight Pentecost: “The literal method of interpretation is that method that gives to each word the same exact basic meaning it would have in normal, ordinary, customary usage.” (Things to Come, p.9) 

· Since God wants His revelation understood by people, He based His revelatory communication on the normal rules of human communication.

2. Be careful not to leave the literal approach when interpreting symbols:

· Symbols communicate truth concisely, and they communicate it graphically. 

· Not all passages are clearly symbolic or literal.

· In “spiritualizing” a text, all objectivity in biblical interpretation is lost. One allegorical interpretation is just as valid as another. 

3. Interpret by comparing Prophecy with Prophecy.

· Peter said that “no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation” (2 Peter 1:20). Peter’s point includes the idea that no prophecy found in Scripture is to be interpreted by itself but, rather, in reference to everything God has said on the subject.

· God is not the author of confusion and clearly will not contradict Himself as He sets forth things to come.

4. Interpret in light of possible time intervals.

· When the prophets proclaimed God’s message they frequently were unaware that there was going to be an interval of time between prophetic fulfillments. 

· This is the concept of “mountain peaks of prophecy.”

· A prophet placing several events side-by-side in his message does not require that they would be fulfilled at the same time or that one fulfillment would immediately follow the other.
5. Interpret in light of double reference.

· One prophecy may have more than one fulfillment. 
· A prophecy may have a fulfillment both in the time of the prophet, and another in the perhaps distant future. 

· Charles Ryrie: “Often a prophecy may have a double fulfillment, one being in the immediate circumstances and another in the distant future.”

6. Interpret figurative language by using Scripture.

· Figures of speech and symbols represent something literal. 

· Interpret in light of the immediate context. The prophet himself often interprets some symbols in the text.

· Interpret in light of the larger context. Prophetic symbols involve those whose meaning is suggested by other Scriptures outside of the immediate text. 

· Interpret in light of the historical-cultural context. A few symbols do not find meaning in other sections of Scripture but, rather, in the days of the writer himself. 

7. Be careful of newspaper eschatology! 

· The news is exciting but may have absolutely no prophetic significance!
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