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Pastor Gene  Giguere

Notes on 2 Peter 2:12
[Study notes PE02]

2 Peter 2:12: “But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct to be captured and killed, reviling where they have no knowledge, will in the destruction of those creatures also be destroyed.”



Destroyed translates the Greek word phtheiro [fqeivrw],

which means to destroy, ruin, corrupt, or spoil.

Commentary:

1. Kenneth O. Gangel: “They are animalistic. The false teachers of the first century were like brute beasts. They operated from instinct, which was locked into their sin nature, rather than from rational choice. Creatures of instinct translates the one Greek word physika, “belonging to nature.” They followed their natural desires. Like animals in a jungle, their only value was in being caught and destroyed. This harsh language from Peter is an indication of how serious he considered these heresies to be. Like beasts they too will perish is literally, “in their corruption (phthora) they too shall be corrupted” (phtharesontai), an interesting play on words…Corruption here probably means eternal punishment.”

2. Warren W. Wiersbe: The judgment of their reviling. Peter compared these false teachers to “unreasoning animals” (nasb) whose only destiny is to be slaughtered! At the end of this chapter, they are pictured as pigs and dogs! Animals have life, but they live purely by instinct. They lack the finer sensibilities that humans possess…They will be “corrupted in their own corruption.”

2 Peter 2:12 with explanatory notes:

“But these [false teachers, unbelievers], like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct [simply physical] to be captured and killed [“by nature children of wrath” - Ephesians 2:3], reviling where they have no knowledge, will in the destruction of those creatures also be destroyed [literally, in their corruption (phthora) they too shall be corrupted].”

So what does corruption mean in 2 Peter 2:12?

#1: Unbelievers are destined for destruction by their very nature.

Ephesians 2:1-3: “And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.”

#2: The old nature is continually becoming more corrupt.

Ephesians 4:20-23: “But you did not learn Christ in this way, if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus, that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted [present passive form of fqeivrw] in accordance with the lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind.”

#3: Peter simply summarizes these principles by saying that these false teachers (unbelievers):
1. Are “like unreasoning animals…”

2. Are “born as creatures of instinct…” [They live by their fleshly desires.]

3. Are born “to be captured and killed” [or, as Paul says, they are “by nature children of wrath.” – Ephesians 2:3]

4. Are big mouths - they blaspheme things they know nothing about. [“…reviling (blasfhmevw - blasphemeo) where they have no knowledge…]

· Walter Elwell: “The arrogance of these false teachers leads them to irrational, bold, blasphemous assertions about matters they do not understand. Like brute beasts, no one can reason with them; they function by means of passion and instinct and will perish someday after living meaningless, bestial lives.”

5. “…In their corruption (noun: phthora) they too shall be corrupted (verb: phtheiro).”

· “Corrupted” is the future passive indicative of fqeivrw.

· This means three things:

· This will take place in the future.

· They will receive the action of this word, i.e., they will receive corruption or ruin. This is a judgement of God.

· Their future event is an absolute reality.
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