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Pastor Gene Giguere

Personal Eschatology: the Future of the Soul

[Study notes PE01]

Introduction:

1. This study will answer the following questions:

1.1. Do we get another chance to believe after death?

1.2. Is their baptism for the dead?

1.3. How can we distinguish between Hades, hell, Sheol, the new Jerusalem, Abaddon, the Abyss, Torments, Paradise, the Bottomless Pit, Tartarus, the Lake of fire, Heaven, and Gehenna?

1.4. Is the soul conscious or sleeping after death?

1.5. Is there an intermediate body?

1.6. Is there a literal eternal punishment?

1.7. Is the soul inherently immortal or is immortality a gift given to believers only? 

1.8. How many resurrections are there? What is their order?

1.9. Will I really be resurrected seven years before Abraham, Moses and David?

1.10. Does the Bible teach reincarnation? Does it count it out?

1.11. Are Heaven and the New Jerusalem one and the same?

1.12. Did Jesus really go to hell to preach?

1.13. In the Bible, is “sleep” the same as “death”?

1.14. Is there a place called Purgatory? What is it and where did the idea come from?

1.15. Is Hell in the center of the earth? Jesus seems to have taught that it is.

1.16. Is Abaddon a place or a person?

2. Eschatology is the doctrine of last things.

3. It comes from two Greek words: eschatos and logos.

4. Usage of the word:

4.1. The word is used in seven different places in the new testament:

4.1.1. “The last day” or “The last time” – all singular:

· John 6:39, 40, 44, 54

· John 11:24

· John 12:48

· Jude 18

4.1.2. “The last days” – all plural:

· 2 Timothy 3:1

· James 5:3

· 2 Peter 3:3

4.2. Rule of usage: 

4.2.1. When eschatos is used in the plural, it is a reference to personal eschatology, the eschatology of the soul.

4.2.2. When eschatos is used in the singular, it refers to general eschatology – the eschatology of the world.

5. Eschatology can be divided into two categories:

5.1. General eschatology: the future of the world (the Rapture, the Tribulation, the Millennial Kingdom, etc.)

5.2. Personal eschatology: the future of the soul (hell, heaven, the lake of fire, immortality, the resurrection, etc.)

6. The study of Personal eschatology basically has five major divisions:

6.1. Immortality

6.2. The intermediate state

6.3. The place of the dead

6.4. The Resurrections

6.5. The Judgements

Immortality

1. Definition: 

1.1. Immortality refers to the eternal, continuous, and conscious existence of the soul after the death of the body.

1.2. Immortality, therefore, emphasizes continuous consciousness.

2. Biblical usage:

2.1. As far as Biblical usage is concerned, the Bible uses the term only in reference to the body. 

2.1.1. The Bible speaks of the body “putting on” immortality. The body doesn’t have immortality, it must put it on. 

2.1.2. The body puts on immortality in two ways:

· For the dead, through resurrection.

· For the living, through translation at the Exit Resurrection of the Church (the Rapture).

3. Theological usage:

3.1. While Biblical usage deals only with the body, the term immortality is used theologically of both the body and soul.

3.2. We often talk about the immortality of the soul.

3.3. The soul, as well as the body, has an “eternal, continuous, and conscious existence.”

4. There are seventeen lines of evidence that prove the concept of immortality. The show the existence of immortality as a principle. Some of these deal with the immortality of the body, which is still future; others deal with the immortality of the soul, which is always present:

4.1. The Bible speaks of those who die as being “gathered to his people.” (Genesis 25:8, 17; 35:29; 49:29, 33)

4.2. The dead are said to be “going to the fathers.” (Genesis 15:15)

4.3. Enoch continued to since his departure (he never died, but was translated). 

4.3.1. The historical fact – Genesis 5:24

4.3.2. Reiterated in Hebrews 11:5

4.4. The testimony of Job, posed as a question and answered by Job himself.

· Question: Job 14:14 (Shall the dead live again?)

· Answer: Job 19:25-26 (Yes, the dead shall live again)

4.5. The resurrection of the body from the dead always implies immortality. 

· Why bother resurrecting the dead – be they righteous or unrighteous - if there’s no immortality? 

· The Bible clearly teaches the resurrection of both the righteous and the unrighteous. (Isaiah 26:19; Daniel 12:2-3; Hosea 13:14; John 5:25-29 [believer & unbeliever!]; Revelation 20:4-6, 11-15)

4.6. The soul is always viewed as being conscious and with God upon death. (Psalm 17:15, 23:4 [“valley of deep darkness” = death] 73:23-25; Ecclesiastes 12:7; Luke 23:43; John 14:3; 2 Corinthians 5:1-9; Philippians 1:22-23)

4.7. David expected to join his dead son after his own death. 

· Not only that, but he expected be in the same place as his dead son. (2 Samuel 12:23)

4.8. The souls found in Sheol or Hades are seen as being in a state of continual consciousness. (Isaiah 14:9-11; Luke 16:19-31)

4.9. The Biblical teaching that eternity has already been set in the heart. 

· There is something within the human being that is immortal, eternal, will exist eternally. 

· Each human being already has something eternal within him. (Ecclesiastes 3:11)

4.10. Samuel, who was both Prophet and a Judge, still had consciousness after his own death. 

· This is the story of the Witch of Endor (1 Samuel 28:8-20). 

· It is obvious that the body of Samuel was not resurrected, but rather his soul/spirit was brought up. 

· He was still conscious and able to communicate.

4.11. Jesus taught that God is the God of the Living. (Matthew 22:29-32)  

· Even though those living are physically dead, God still has a living relationship with them. 

· That is why He will someday resurrect them.

4.12. Jesus taught that even though one dies, he still lives. (John 11:22-26)  

· Even though one dies physically, his soul continues to live.

4.13. Paul taught the future revelation of glory. (Romans 8:18) 

· The fact that Paul promised future glory after death is proof of the immortality of the soul. 

· The fact that future glory promises a physical life that is superior emphasizes the concept of immortality.

4.14. Paul taught that the lack of a future immortal life makes the believer most pitiable. 

· If there is no immortality of the soul, the believer’s hope is one of pity rather than victory. 

· Without the life beyond physical death, the believer should be pitied! (1 Corinthians 15:19)

4.15. While the body decays, the soul is renewed day by day. (2 Corinthians 4:16-18)

4.16. The Gospel guarantees both life and immortality. (2 Timothy 1:10)

4.17. The concept of future rewards and punishments clearly implies immortality. (2 Timothy 4:7-8; Matthew 11:20-24, 13:43, 25:34, 41, 46; Romans 2:5-11)

5. Benefits of immortality (how is this doctrine profitable?):

5.1. It gives us the hope of future joy (Philippians 1:23-24)

5.2. It gives us the awareness that we are temporary residents in this life (Philippians 3:20)

· We are citizens of heaven right now, regardless of what our passport happens to say!

5.3. It gives us a motivation for righteous living (1 John 3:1-3):

· Who are criminals? They are people who do not believe in the doctrine of immortality and so they do everything they can to better their stay in this life.

· We, believers, live righteously because we know that our reward awaits us in the next life.

6. Four false views of immortality (primarily taught by cults):

6.1. Cessation of existence:

6.1.1. This is the atheistic view of immortality.

6.1.2. It obviously rejects Biblical revelation.

6.1.3. This view embraces pure mortalism (physical life is all there is to man; once that dies, there is nothing more).

6.2. Transmigration of the soul:

6.2.1. This is the reincarnation view.

6.2.2. There are those who believe that the Bible teaches reincarnation: 

· Luke 1:17 is one of the verses that they cite to support this view. 

· But Luke 1:17 simply means that both John the Baptist and Elijah had the power and the presence of the Holy Spirit.

· Thus they confuse the spirit of God in this passage with the spirit of man.

· This verse certainly does not teach that Elijah’s spirit was reborn into John the Baptist!

6.2.3. This view is refuted by the principle of Hebrews 9:27:

· It is appointed unto man once to die and, after that, the judgement.

· This is obviously a general principal and not an absolute law:

· Some men were translated into heaven and never died. (Enoch in Genesis 5:24; Elijah in 2 Kings 2:1, 11)

· Some men died twice! (Lazarus and those who were resuscitated at the death of Christ. (John 11:43-44 and Matthew 27:51-57)

· One entire generation of believers (the Rapture Generation) will be translated into heaven without death! (1 Corinthians 15)

· But it is a general principal that it is God has designed those men who die to die only once. This refutes the idea of reincarnation.

6.3. Conditional immortality:

6.3.1. This is the view of many of the cults, including the Jehovah’s Witnesses, and even some Christian Churches, such as Seventh Day Adventists.

6.3.2. Those that subscribe to this view believe that:

· The soul is not inherently immortal.

· Immortality is a gift for the saved only.

· At death the unbeliever becomes non-existent, but the believer receives immortality.

6.3.3. The arguments for and against this view are the same as the arguments for and against the forth view.

6.4. Annihilationism:

6.4.1. The position holds that the unsaved soul is annihilated after some duration of punishment.

6.4.2. This punishment is temporary, not eternal. 

8 Theological Arguments For and Against Annihilationism

Theological Argument For
Argument Against

The doctrine of the Love of God militates against eternal punishment. 

A loving God could never punish His creatures eternally. To do so argues against the goodness of God.
If it is inconsistent with God’s love for Him to make sinners suffer eternally, then it would be inconsistent with His love to allow man to suffer in hell even temporarily after death. Is it constant with His love that people suffer on earth? This argument can be used a million ways! Why is there starvation? Poverty? Disease? Holocaust? Why are babies born addicted to AIDS or crack cocaine? This argument has even been used by the atheists to prove that God does not exist! If a God existed and if He was good and loving, He would not allow evil.

The doctrine of the Justice of God militates against eternal punishment because there is not possibility of reformation. There is no justice in eternal punishment.
Argument from reason:

This is purely a matter of human opinion. The Bible teaches otherwise. Who are we to dictate to God what His righteousness might demand as a just recompense for man’s unrighteousness? Consider what God did to His own Son because of sin!

Theological argument:

God certainly is love (1 John 4:8b)

God is righteous (Psalm 11:6)

God is just (Psalm 111:7)

God is truth: (2 Samuel 7:28; Psalm 31:5)
All of these attributes coordinate together without contradiction:

· Psalm 89:14: “Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Thy throne; lovingkindness and truth go before Thee.”

· Psalm 33:5: “He loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of the loving-kindness of the Lord.”

The fact is that God does require eternal punishment of all unbelievers! (Rev 21:8)

The soul does not posses inherent immortality, but immortality must be gained:

· Genesis 2:7: “…man became a living soul…”

· Genesis 3:19: “…dust thou art and to dust shall thou return…”
This is answered by Luke 16:19-31. It was the rich man (unbeliever), not Lazarus (believer), who was in torments! Since the unrighteous man is in torment after death, it is obvious that immortality is inherent in the soul of the believer and unbeliever alike.

God has failed if evil is not completely liquidated in its existence:

· If there is an eternal place of punishment, then evil is always present out there somewhere.

· If evil still exists, God has failed.

· For God, therefore, to not have failed, annihilationism is required.
Says who? This again is human opinion; the Bible teaches otherwise. This would only be true if the Bible stated that God’s goal is to annihilate evil. Instead, the Bible says that God’s aim is to punish evil, not annihilate it. Since evil will be punished in the Lake of Fire, God has not failed.

It is unthinkable that dead infants and ignorant heathen would be eternally punished.
This is an emotional argument based on a very weak Arminian view of justice. We do not know what happens to babies or those who die before the age of accountability. The Bible is silent on this point. (In 2 Samuel 12:15b-23 David was not saying that all babies go to heaven! Eugene H. Merrill [BKC] writes: “David attested to the irrevocability of death—its finality renders further petition absurd…This reflects his conviction that the dead cannot return to life as it was. Rather it is the living who go to the dead.”
As for ignorant heathen – look at Rom 1 – general Revelation! The pagan goes to hell because he has not responded to the light that he did have, not because of what he did not have!

Punishment is only useful and beneficial if it is used for reformation. With eternal punishment, the punishment has no benefit and is therefore useless.
Again, says who? This is purely an assumption regarding what the legitimate use of punishment is. Thus it is pure human opinion. 

It is not true that punishment is only beneficial when it is used for reformation. Is it not an effective deterrent? Is it not an effective witness to uncompromisable nature of God’s holiness?

The Bible makes a clear distinction between discipline and punishment. 

Discipline has as its aim the reformation of the sinner; punish-ment is a judgement of God upon the evil.

· Discipline

· Hebrews 12:4-11
· Judgement of evil 
· Proverbs 1:20-33, 11:21, 16:4; Psalm 34:21, 55:15. 

Sin was judged at the cross, evil was not. So the purpose of the Lake of Fire is to judge evil. God’s aim in punishing the unrighteous is to manifest His own holiness, not to reform them. God is the issue, not the sinner!

Why should God and the universe be burdened with the continuous existence of those who have scorned a useful life? Since God should not be so burdened, annihilationism is required.
Why should God be so burdened? Because God so willed it and what God so wills will be! Also, why should the Lake of Fire be considered a burden to God or the universe? The Lake of Fire will be no more of a burden to us then than the death of a star or a distant planet is to us now. When we see a desolate planet now are we burdened with it?



The righteous could not enjoy bliss knowing that others (perhaps even our past loved ones) are continual punishment.
The righteous will enjoy bliss – even though the Lake of Fire exists – for a number of reasons:

· We will be in the Lord’s presence (Psalm 16:11)

· We will not be encumbered with our present perspective (1 Corinthians 13:12)

16 Scriptural Arguments for Annihilationism and the Biblical Response

Scriptural Argument For
Biblical Response

Matthew 10:28: “but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”   “Destroy” is  (apollumi).
The verb  does not mean annihilation. It means perished or lost. 

The word is even used of people of who are still alive, but spiritually lost (Matthew 10:6, 15:24, 18:11; Luke 11:51, 19:10)!

It is even used of believer who is living outside of the Father’s presence (Luke 15:24, 32).

So if you can be  and still be alive, it doesn’t mean annihilation.

It simply means that they are in a state of lostness and destined to perish in the Lake of Fire.

Matthew 7:13: “the way is broad that leads to destruction”   

“Destruction” is  (apuleia).
The Greek feminine noun  again does not mean utter annihilation.

It does not deal with the annihilation of the material, but the waste, uselessness or lostness of it.

It is used of people and things that are very much in existence.  (Matthew 26:8; Mark 14:4). 

The perfume was still in existence, but wasted.

Romans 9:22: “vessels of wrath prepared for destruction.” 

“Destruction” for .
Same as Matthew 7:13 above.

2 Peter 2:1: “swift destruction.” 

“Destruction is .


Same as Matthew 7:13 above.

Philippians 3:19: “whose end is destruction” “Destruction” is .
Same as Matthew 7:13 above.

2 Peter 2:12: “But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not.”(KJV)

“Destroyed” is .
The feminine noun  does not mean annihilation, but corruption or even moral decay. 

Look at 1 Corinthians 15:42 (corruption) & 2 Peter 1:4 (moral decay).

1 Thessalonians 5:3: “While they are saying, “Peace and safety!” then destruction will come upon them suddenly…”

“Destruction” is .
The masculine Greek noun  is used in the sense of physical destruction only. In this passage it refers to physical destruction in the Great Tribulation. See its usage in 1 Corinthians 5:5. Even more damaging to the Annihilation-ism position, the word is used in conjunction with  () which means eternal!

2 Thessalonians 2:8: “And then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming.” Slay is  (anaireo)
“Bring to an end” is  (katargeo).
The verb  means to render inoperative or do away with.

This word is used of the Law (Romans 3:31; 7:6 – released from the law; Ephesians 2:15).

The word is used here of the Lord rendering the antichrist inoperative at His Second Advent. Is he annihilated? Look at Revelation 19:20, then 20:10 – he is still alive 1000 years after he is “destroyed” by ! (See also Hebrews 2:14)

Ezekiel 18:4, 20 speaks of the soul dying.
Death here does not mean annihilation. Ephesians 2:9 says that salvation comes by grace through faith, not by works. 

But Ezekiel 18:4, 20 speaks of the nation saving itself from physical destruction by doing good works. So this is obviously not speaking of the eternal salvation of the soul.

Psalm 146:3-4 says that when a man dies: “His spirit departs, he returns to the earth; in that very day his thoughts perish.”
What is in view here is man’s devices, plans and thoughts. Man’s plans cannot be carried out on earth after physical death. 

This doesn’t mean that he can no longer think, it simply means that his thoughts cannot be carried out after death.

Ecclesiastes 9:5 tells us “…the living know they will die; but the dead do not know anything, nor have they any longer a reward, for their memory is forgotten.”
Ecclesiastes only puts forth the conclusions of a human atheistic philosophy, not a divine decree. (This is why the book’s canonicity was contested.) This is Solomon develops various human philosophies and draws each of them to their logical conclusion and shows that they are but vanity, a complete failure. He is not authenticating these philosophies, he is simply exposing them as false conclusions. Ecclesiastes is loaded with false statements! 

He is showing that philosophies that originate with man are destined to lead to false conclusions. Only Ecclesiastes 12 gives the true divine viewpoint. 

Genesis 2:7 & 3:19 – if put together – teach that man is a soul that will turn to dust.
The soul is nowhere in view in these verses. The body alone, not the soul, turns to dust. The body was created from the dust of the ground. But man’s soul came from the very breath of God! So “dust thou art” can only refer to the soul. Luke 16:19-31 teaches clearly what happens to the soul at death.

The terms Sheol and Hades mean “oblivion” and “death”.
This is ridiculous, as we shall see later in our study. 

Sheol and Hades refer to the grave in general and are always seen as a place of continuous existence.

Colossians 1:20: “and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.”
· All things could not possibly be reconciled to God while punishment was still ongoing.
· Therefore, for this verse to be true requires annihilationism.
“All things” does not mean all without exception, but all without distinction. God is not a respecter of persons, so all will be judged on the same basis. He has reconciled all things without distinction to Himself according to the same standard: His own perfect righteous. The doctrine of reconciliation does not render all things saved, but it renders all things savable. Also, even with their understanding of this verse, this passage teaches against Annihilationism! If some are annihilated, then they are certainly not reconciled!

2 Timothy 1:10 teaches that death will be abolished. 

1 Corinthians 15:25-26 teaches that death will be destroyed.
Both of these passages deal with the natural effects of death upon the body. The soul is not in view at all. And what is actually abolished? The First Death, which is physical. The Second Death, which is eternal punishment in the Lake of Fire, is not abolished (two births = one death; one birth = two deaths!).

6.5. Seven further arguments against both Conditional  Immortality and Annihilationism:

6.5.1. Daniel 12:2 speaks of a resurrection for both believers and unbelievers. Note also that the same Hebrew word is used for both Everlasting cannot mean forever for believers and temporarily for unbelievers.

6.5.2. The same argument holds for Matthew 25:46. Here Jesus uses the same terminology (“eternal”) for both believers and unbelievers. It would be completely inconsistent to say that the word “eternal” in this passage means forever for believers, but temporary for unbelievers.

6.5.3. With regard to unbelievers, Mark 9:47-48 teaches that the fire is not quenched. The fire is not quenched because it burns for all eternity. Revelation 21:10: “And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.”
6.5.4. Hebrews 2:16 teaches that there has been no reconciliation for angels, but yet fallen angels exist eternally and will be punished eternally. God has, however, provided reconciliation for the unbeliever, who has rejected it. Therefore, the unbeliever has greater guilt than angels - and if the punishment for angels is eternal, then the punishment for unbelievers is also eternal.

6.5.5. Hebrews 6:2 uses the words eternal judgment []. There is no way that these words can be translated as representing a temporary judgement in anyway. This word is also used in John 3:16 for eternal life []. Christ offered Himself “through the eternal Spirit.” (Hebrews 9:14) Is the Holy Spirit temporary? It is also used of God in Romans 16:26 [eternal God - ]. Again, is God temporary?
6.5.6. Revelation 14:11 says that “the smoke of their [those who follow the Beast] torment goes up forever and ever; and they have no rest day and night, those who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name.” 
· The argument against eternal punishment translates “forever and ever” as “for a very long time.” 

· But notice Revelation 15:7, the same expression is used of God! Is God eternal, or does He just exist for a long time?

6.5.7. Revelation 19:20 & 20:10, when combined, teach that the Beast and the False Prophet are still being tormented 1000 years after they are cast into the Lake of Fire. 
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