The Four Stages of the Kingdom of Heaven

Important points:

· The Kingdom was promised to the Israel, not the Gentiles. Therefore, Israel is always the focus of God’s Kingdom program.

· As a result of Israel’s rejection of their Messiah, the Gentiles were “grafted” into God’s kingdom program.

·  God is not finished with Israel. While the Kingdom program is currently in a suspended stage, God will fulfill all of His promised to the nation of Israel when He establishes His Kingdom on the earth.
	Stage 1: Presentation
	Stage 2: Rejection
	Stage 3: Suspension
	Stage 4: Fulfillment

	· By John the Baptist. Matthew 3:1-3: “Now in those days John the Baptist *came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” For this is the one referred to by Isaiah the prophet, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Make ready the way of the Lord, Make His paths straight!’”

· By Jesus. Matthew 4:17: “From that time Jesus began to preach and say, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’”
· By the Twelve. Matthew 10:5-7: “These twelve Jesus sent out after instructing them, saying, ‘Do not go in the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter any city of the Samaritans; but rather go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’”

	Matthew 12:22-24, 30-32: “Then there was brought to Him a demon-possessed man who was blind and dumb, and He healed him, so that the dumb man spoke and saw. And all the multitudes were amazed, and began to say, ‘This man cannot be the Son of David, can he?’ But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, ‘This man casts out demons only by Beelzebul the ruler of the demons’ . . . [Jesus replied] ‘He who is not with Me is against Me; and he who does not gather with Me scatters. There-fore I say to you, any sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven men, but blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be forgiven. And whoever shall speak a word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him; but whoever shall speak against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, either in this age, or in the age to come.’”


	· This is the current Church Age, which Paul called a “mystery” age.

· Jesus described what the kingdom would be like in its suspension stage in the “Kingdom of Heaven” parables of Matthew 13.

· The requirements for the believer during this stage are found in the New Testament epistles.


	1) Re-publication of the Gospel of the Kingdom:
a) By 144,000 JEWS! Revelation 7:1-8.

b) By God’s Two Witnesses – Revelation 11:1-12.

c) This re-publication will be worldwide. Jesus said: “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world for a witness to all the nations, and then the end shall come.” (Matthew 24:14) 
2) The Kingdom comes:

a) Matthew 24:29-31: 

b) Revelation 19:11-16: “And I saw heaven opened; and behold, a white horse, and He who sat upon it is called Faithful and True . . . And from His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may smite the nations; and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, “KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”
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