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Pastor Gene Giguere

Love and Obedience

“You Have An Anointing”

Pleasing God

1) It is impossible to please God in the flesh – Romans 8:8.

2) It is impossible to please God without faith – Hebrews 11:6: “And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.”

3) Who is God please with? Jesus 

a) Matthew 3:16-17: “And after being baptized, Jesus went up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and coming upon Him, 17 and behold, a voice out of the heavens, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.””

4) It is impossible to love God without obedience - John 14:15: “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.”

We Have Been Made Partakers, Experientially

· Of Grace: Philippians 1:7: “For it is only right for me to feel this way about you all, because I have you in my heart, since both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers of grace with me.”

· Of a heavenly calling: Hebrews 3:1: “Therefore holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession.”

· Of an experiential revelation of Christ: “For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end.”

· Of the Holy Spirit: Hebrews 6:4: “[You have] tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit.”

· Of God’s parental discipline: Hebrews 12:8: “But if you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.”

· Of the Divine Nature: 2 Peter 1:2: “Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.”

Knowing Who We Really Are Will Help Us

To Be Obedient To Christ

· 7 Retro-Positional Truths in Ephesians 1:1-13 – “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the saints who are at Ephesus, and who are faithful in Christ Jesus: 2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

1. who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 

2. 4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him. 

3. In love 5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

4. 7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace, 8 which He lavished upon us. In all wisdom and insight 

5. 9 He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him 10 with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things upon the earth. 

6. In Him 11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will, 12 to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ should be to the praise of His glory. 

7. 13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.”

· Seated with him – Ephesians 2:4-6: “But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus, in order that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.”

· Born of an incorruptible seed – 1 Peter 1:22-25: “Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart, for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and abiding word of God. For, “All flesh is like grass, And all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, And the flower falls off, But the word of the Lord abides forever.” And this is the word which was preached to you.”
· Hid with Christ in God – Colossians 3:1-5 – “Since then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above [one of two realities for the Christian], where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth. For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory. Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry.”

· Foreknown – Predestined – Called – Justified – Glorified – Romans 8:29-30: “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren; and whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.”

Christ set the Pattern of Love and Obedience

1) Jesus was taught by the Father: Isaiah 50:4-7: “The Lord God  has given Me the tongue of disciples, that I may know how to sustain the weary one with a word. He awakens Me morning by morning, He awakens My ear to listen as a disciple. The Lord God  has opened My ear; and I was not disobedient, nor did I turn back. I gave My back to those who strike Me, and My cheeks to those who pluck out the beard; I did not cover My face from humiliation and spitting. For the Lord God helps Me, therefore, I am not disgraced; therefore, I have set My face like flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed.”

2) Jesus ALWAYS obeyed the Father; what the Father taught Him, He obeyed. 

a) John 8:28-29: “Jesus therefore said, “When you lift up the Son of Man [Christ’s EXTREME obedience to the Father’s will], then you will know that I am He, and I do nothing on My own initiative, but I speak these things as the Father taught Me. 29 “And He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to Him.”

b) Philippians 2:5-8: “Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.”

c) Hebrews 5:7-8: “ In the days of His flesh, He offered up both prayers and supplications with loud crying and tears to the One able to save Him from death [a prayer for the resurrection], and He was heard because of His piety.  Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He suffered.”

d) Matthew 26:39: “And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as Thou wilt.”

e) Hebrews 10:5-7: “Therefore, when He comes into the world, He says, Sacrifice and offering Thou hast not desired, but a body Thou hast prepared for Me; in whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin Thou hast taken no pleasure. “Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come (In the roll of the book it is written of Me ) To do Thy will, O God.’”

3) Christ’s voluntary submission to the Father, a prototype for the believer’s submission to the teaching ministry of God the Holy spirit.

His Disciples are Expected to Follow His Example

John 13:15-16: “For I gave you an example [foot-washing] that you also should do as I did to you. 16 “Truly, truly, I say to you, a slave is not greater than his master; neither is one who is sent greater than the one who sent him.

Love and Obedience – John 14:15-24

15 “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. Role of the Spirit 16 “And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; 17 that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not behold Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you, and will be in you. 18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 “After a little while the world will behold Me no more; but you will behold Me; because I live, you shall live also. 20 “In that day you shall know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. 21 “He who has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me; and he who loves Me shall be loved by My Father, and I will love him, and will disclose Myself to him.” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) *said to Him, “Lord, what then has happened that You are going to disclose Yourself to us, and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him, and make Our abode with him. 24 “He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine, but the Father’s who sent Me.

The Believer Should Be Spirit Taught
1) John 14:25-31: “These things I have spoken to you, while abiding with you. 26 “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you. 27 “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives, do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful. 28 “You heard that I said to you, ‘I go away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved Me, you would have rejoiced, because I go to the Father; for the Father is greater than I. 29 “And now I have told you before it comes to pass, that when it comes to pass, you may believe. 30 “I will not speak much more with you, for the ruler of the world is coming, and he has nothing in Me; 31 but that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the Father gave Me commandment, even so I do. Arise, let us go from here.”

2) 1 John 2:20: “But you have an anointing [cri`sma] from the Holy One, and you all know.”

3) 1 John 2:27: “And as for you, the anointing [cri`sma] which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you [that is, under a counterfeit cri`sma]; but as His anointing [cri`sma] teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him.”

4) Promises for the Millenial Kingdom:

a) Isaiah 54:13: “And all your sons will be taught of the Lord; and the well-being of your sons will be great.”

b) Jeremiah 31:34: “And they shall not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,” declares the Lord.”
Why Does the Church Need Pastors At All?

1) Ephesians 4:11-16: “And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 12 for:

a) [#1] the equipping of the saints for the work of service, 

b) [#2] to the building up of the body of Christ; 

c) [#3] 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fulness of Christ. 

d) [#4 - Stability] 14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves, and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming.”

2) [#5] To remind the Church! 2 Timothy 2:10: “For this reason I endure all things for the sake of those who are chosen, that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus and with it eternal glory. 11 It is a trustworthy statement: For if we died with Him, we shall also live with Him; 12 If we endure, we shall also reign with Him; If we deny Him, He also will deny us; 13 If we are faithless, He remains faithful; for He cannot deny Himself. 14 Remind them of these things, and solemnly charge them in the presence of God not to wrangle about words, which is useless, and leads to the ruin of the hearers.

3) [#6] To stir up the Church through preaching! 2 Timothy 4:1-5: “I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: 2 preach the word; [#7] be ready in season and out of season; [ready is ejfivsthmi - stand by or near, be on hand]: reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and [#8 – defend the truth!] instruction. 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires; 4 and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths. 5 But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, [#9] do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.”

4) [#10] Guard the integrity of the church and keep it pure! 1 Corinthians 5.

How Does a Pastor Do This?

1) Studying – the pastor is to devote the vast majority of his time to studying the Bible so that what he communicates is accurate.

· 2 Timothy 2:15: “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth.”

2) Modeling – the pastor, who should be a mature Christian, should model obedience to Christ by living in victory himself. 

a) 2 Thessalonians 3:7-9: “For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example, because we did not act in an undisciplined manner among you, 8 nor did we eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with labor and hardship we kept working night and day so that we might not be a burden to any of you; 9 not because we do not have the right to this, but in order to offer ourselves as a model for you, that you might follow our example.”

b) 1 Timothy 4:11-12: “Prescribe and teach these things. 12 Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity, show yourself an example of those who believe.”

c) Titus 2:7-8: “In all things show yourself to be an example of good deeds, with purity in doctrine, dignified, 8 sound in speech which is beyond reproach, in order that the opponent may be put to shame, having nothing bad to say about us.”

d) 1 Timothy 3:1-7: It is a trustworthy statement: if any man aspires to the office of overseer, it is a fine work he desires to do. 2 An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not addicted to wine or pugnacious, but gentle, uncontentious, free from the love of money. 4 He must be one who manages his own household well, keeping his children under control with all dignity 5 (but if a man does not know how to manage his own household, how will he take care of the church of God?); 6 and not a new convert, lest he become conceited and fall into the condemnation incurred by the devil. 7 And he must have a good reputation with those outside the church, so that he may not fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.”

What Isn’t the Pastor Supposed to Do?

Be God!

1 John 2:27: “And as for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you [that is, under a counterfeit anointing]; but as His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him.”

1) There is One True Shepherd!

a) Psalm 23!

b) Ecclesiastes 12:11: “The words of wise men are like goads, and masters of these collections are like well-driven nails; they are given by one Shepherd.”

c) John 10:11-18: “I am the good shepherd [jEgwv eijmi oJ poimh;n oJ kalo;"]; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 12 “He who is a hireling, and not a shepherd, who is not the owner of the sheep, beholds the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep, and flees, and the wolf snatches them, and scatters them. 13 “He flees because he is a hireling, and is not concerned about the sheep. 14 “I am the good shepherd; and I know My own, and My own know Me, 15 even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. 16 “And I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they shall hear My voice; and they shall become one flock with one shepherd. 17 “For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it again. 18 “No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This commandment I received from My Father.”

2) Pastors are under-shepherds:

a) John 21:15-17: “So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus *said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these?” He *said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He *said to him, “Tend My lambs.” 16 He *said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me?” He *said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He *said to him, “Shepherd My sheep.” 17 He *said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do you love Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.” Jesus *said to him, “Tend My sheep.””

i) Three duties are committed to Peter as a shepherd:

(1) boske, “tend” (repeated twice); 

(2) poimaine, “herd, lead to pasture”.

ii) He is to look after:

(1) Jesus ajrnivon  - a little lamb.

(2)  Jesus provbata – a herd of cattle, sheep or goats – older.

b) Acts 20:28-30: “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29 “I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; 30 and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them.”

3) Improper under-shepherding 101:

a) Thinking he’s something when he’s nothing. Galatians 6:3: “ For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.”

b) 1 Peter 5:1-4: “I exhort the elders among you, as your fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed, 2 shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; 3 nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.”

c) No pastor should expect unquestioned obedience. If he has those who will not question, he’s done a poor job as a shepherd.

4) What about bad Shepherds? Simply put, God will settle the score! Every under-shepherd is accountable to God!

a) James 3:1: “Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we shall incur a stricter judgment.”

b) Ezekiel 34:1-10: “Then the word of the Lord came to me saying, 2 “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel. Prophesy and say to those shepherds, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “Woe, shepherds of Israel who have been feeding themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the flock? 3 “You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fat sheep without feeding the flock. 4 “Those who are sickly you have not strengthened, the diseased you have not healed, the broken you have not bound up, the scattered you have not brought back, nor have you sought for the lost; but with force and with severity you have dominated them. 5 “And they were scattered for lack of a shepherd, and they became food for every beast of the field and were scattered. 6 “My flock wandered through all the mountains and on every high hill, and My flock was scattered over all the surface of the earth; and there was no one to search or seek for them.” Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: 8 “As I live,” declares the Lord God, “surely because My flock has become a prey, My flock has even become food for all the beasts of the field for lack of a shepherd, and My shepherds did not search for My flock, but rather the shepherds fed themselves and did not feed My flock; 9 therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: 10 ‘Thus says the Lord God, “Behold, I am against the shepherds, and I shall demand My sheep from them and make them cease from feeding sheep. So the shepherds will not feed themselves anymore, but I shall deliver My flock from their mouth, that they may not be food for them.””

5) A good shepherd:

a) Is a helper of your joy! 2 Corinthians 1:24: “Not that we lord it over your faith, but are workers with you for your joy; for in your faith you are standing firm.”

b) Has a clearly defined goal: LOVE! That is, to help the Church to love God and one another! 1 Timothy 1:5: “But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.”

Follow Me

1) Matthew 4:18-19: “And walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. And He *said to them, “Follow Me [deu`te ojpivsw mou – ‘come after me!’], and I will make you fishers of men.” And they immediately left the nets, and followed Him.”

2) Matthew 8:21-22: “And another of the disciples said to Him, “Lord, permit me first to go and bury my father.” But Jesus *said to him, “Follow Me [present active imperative of ajkolouvqw]; and allow the dead to bury their own dead.””

3) Matthew 9:9: “And as Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man, called Matthew, sitting in the tax office; and He said to him, “Follow Me!” [present active imperative - ajkolouvqei moi] And he rose, and followed Him.” 
4) Matthew 19:21-22 - Jesus said to a rich young man: “Jesus said to him, “If you wish to be complete, go and sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” But when the young man heard this statement, he went away grieved; for he was one who owned much property.”

5) Matthew 16:24: “Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny [aorist middle imperative] himself, and take up [aorist active imperative] his cross, and follow Me [present active imperative].””

The Christian is Called to Live a Christocentric Life

1) So we express our love for Christ through obedience.

2) Are we under a law? Yes the “Law of the Spirit.”

3) How do we know what to obey? The Spirit teaches us.

4) How do we know what the Spirit is saying? We have to listen.

5) The importance of quiet time.

6) The God-centered life: four ways in which Jesus demonstrated how to live a Theocentric life:

a) #1 - He lived in the presence of God: 

i) He spoke of the mysterious union He had with the Father: “I am in the Father and the Father is in me” (John 14:11). 

ii) The Father taught Him Daily - Isaiah 50:4-7: “The Lord God has given Me the tongue of disciples, that I may know how to sustain the weary one with a word. He awakens Me morning by morning, He awakens My ear to listen as a disciple. The Lord God has opened My ear; and I was not disobedient, nor did I turn back. I gave My back to those who strike Me, and My cheeks to those who pluck out the beard; I did not cover My face from humiliation and spitting. For the Lord God helps Me, therefore, I am not disgraced; therefore, I have set My face like flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed.”

iii) This union of the Son and the Father certainly included a beautiful awareness and a constant fellowship between them. 

(1) In John 15:10 Jesus explained His relationship with the Father as “abiding” or “remaining” in the Father’s love. 

(2) In the same discourse He orders Christians to do the same—to abide in Him and remain in His love (15:4–9). What a joyous picture! 

(3) The believer is exhorted to live, work, and walk in the love of God! 

iv) Jesus practiced the presence of God. He reminded Himself of the Father’s presence in His life constantly.

b) #2 – He communicated with God:

i) Notice I didn’t simply say, “He prayed.”

(1) Prayer has a connotation of speaking to God.

(2) But communication includes the element of listening to God.

ii) “But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed” (Luke 5:16). 

iii) This was so attractive to the disciples that they asked, “Lord, teach us to pray” (Luke 11:1).

iv) The world is harsh, and its evil presses in on believers from every side. A daily “quiet time” is essential for a Christian to maintain a vital spiritual life. If, like David, a Christian begins his day with God, he may find it easier to acknowledge God’s presence throughout the remainder of the day.”

v) In the pamphlet The Tyranny of the Urgent Hummel says that the urgent tends to gain precedence over the important. “The problem is that the important thing rarely has to be done today, or even this week. The urgent tasks are the ones that call for instant action. They seem at the moment to be important and irresistible, so they devour our time and energy.”

vi) One of the pastors job is to teach those in his care to guard his daily time alone with God.

c) #3 - He had a desire to spend larger portions of time alone with the Father when a special need arose:

i) He did this the night before He chose the Twelve: “One of those days Jesus went out into the hills to pray, and spent the night praying to God. When morning came, he called his disciples to Him and chose twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles” (Luke 6:12–13). 

ii) The Son of Man recognized the need for privacy and quiet time with the Father.

iii) We all, at times, go through times of stress and pressure and need time alone to seek God for answers and strength. 

iv) “The man who is always available is not worth much when he is available.”

v) Clarence Cranford wrote: “Hurry, hurry, hurry! Too busy for God. Too busy to spend much time in God’s presence. That’s the way most of us live these days. Our forefathers walked on the good earth. They heard the birds sing, watched the foliage grow, felt the presence of God everywhere. We speed to work over hard asphalt, our hands gripping the steering wheel, our eyes glued on the rear bumper of the car ahead. How can we have time for God when so much of our time is taken up with getting through the day? Even worse, many people do not have time for one another anymore. Parents work and children get caught up in all their activities. Who has time to sit and talk things out? Even when they do sit, they succumb to the tyranny of television. Who can talk or listen to a loved one while he or she is watching a program on television? “Be still!” said the psalmist. Stillness takes planning. Unless one is retired or living alone, one has to plan to fit a quiet time into a busy schedule. Be still, and what? “Be still, and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10). God wants to talk to us. God wants to ask us about our inner life. God wants to ask us about our attitude toward our neighbor, and what we are doing with and for our neighbor. God wants to ask us, as Christ did Peter, if we really love God.”

vi) Idea: Try to spend one day a month alone with God to think through your marriage, the needs of your children, and your ministry. Pray over the calendar for the coming weeks. The point of this one day is to seek God first in every area of life and, by spending that one day alone together, to give God full rights over all.

d) #4 - Jesus Christ expressed the God-centered life by worshipping God with God’s people:

i) “He went to Nazareth, where He had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom” (Luke 4:16). 

ii) Time for public worship was built into His schedule. 

iii) He said to the Samaritan woman, “Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth” (John 4:23–24).

iv) God seeks the believer’s worship. That worship must have quality. A return to true, Spirit-filled worship is perhaps the greatest need the evangelical community has. 

v) We may have good Bible teaching in our Church, but we must never forget that knowledge about God and worship of God go hand-in-hand.
� Cranford, Clarence W., Cups of Light, (Willow Grove, PA: Woodlawn Publishing) 1998, c1988.





PAGE  
10
Gene Giguere – Love and Obedience - “You Have An Anointing”


