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Pastor Gene Giguere

The Gospel of Luke: Luke 1:5-25 

The Annunciation of John the Baptizer (LK03)

Luke 1:5-7: “There arose in the days of Herod, king of Judaea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the class of priests whose time of service was designated by the name Abia. And his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. And they were righteous, both of them, in the sight of God, ordering their lives within the sphere of all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord, blameless. And they did not have a child because Elizabeth was sterile, and both were advanced in age.”

1. Introduction:

1.1. John Calvin: “Luke very properly begins his Gospel with John the Baptist, just as a person who was going to speak about the daylight would commence with the dawn. For, like the dawn, he went before the Sun of Righteousness, which was shortly to arise. Others also mention him, but they bring him forward as already discharging his office. Luke secures our respect for him, while he is yet unborn, by announcing the miracles of divine power which took place at the earliest period of his existence, and by showing that he had a commission from heaven to be a prophet, ere [before] it was possible for men to know what would be his character.”
 

1.2. Luke uses a haunting word picture in 1:78. He says “the Sunrise from on high shall visit us.”
1.3. The night that preceded that sunrise was a long one – 400 years. For 400 years God was silent. He sent no prophet to encourage His people. He spoke through no sage.

1.4. The last prophetic utterance through which God spoke in the Old Testament is found in the Book of Malachi. And, through Malachi, God promised: “But for you who fear My name the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings; and you will go forth and skip about like calves from the stall.” (Malachi 4:2)
1.5. Jesus is the “sunrise from on high” and the “sun of righteousness” who was to arise with “healing in its wings.”
1.6. John the Baptizer, the cousin of our Lord’s humanity, would be the greatest prophet ever born among men for it was his job to wake the world from its sleep and get it ready for the rising of the Son!
1.7. He is the dawn that comes before the “Sunrise from on high.”
1.8. With Luke 1, after so long a silence, God is indeed about to speak again. 
2. Luke 1:5: “Herod, king of Judea”:

2.1. This is the first of several points that Luke makes which allows us to set his narrative in a historical context.

2.2. This Herod is Herod the Great:

2.2.1. Herod the Great lived from c.73–4 b.c.
2.2.2. He founded the Herodian dynasty, which ruled the Land of Israel and its surroundings from 37 b.c. until the war with Rome in a.d. 66–70.

2.2.3. Herod the Great was made king by the Roman senate in 40 b.c., but his actual control began in 37 b.c. and ended with his death in 4 b.c.
 

2.2.4. Herod himself was a man of great physical energy and ambition. 

2.2.5. Though technically Jewish by birth, since his family was from the Idumeans (Edomites), who had been forcibly converted to Judaism under the Hasmonean Maccabees, neither his religious behavior nor his ethics reflected anything of Judaism. 

2.2.6. He did, however, reconstruct and enlarge the Second Temple, which had been built under Zerubbabel.
 

2.2.7. He liked to be called “king” even though he was completely subject to the wishes of Octavian the emperor of Rome (called Augustus).

2.2.8. He desperately wanted to be liked and so he did many favors for his subjects:

· He completed dozens of major building projects.

· He even financed a complete rebuilding of the Jerusalem temple – henceforth called Herod’s Temple.

2.2.9. Herod was an Edomite by blood and Jewish by religion.

2.2.10. Herod was a paranoid and often cruel ruler, killing those whom he imagined might be a threat to his power. These include:

· One wife;

· At least two sons;

· And hundreds of infants (Matthew 2:1–23). 

2.2.11. A saying circulated during Herod’s own lifetime: “Better to be Herod’s sow than to be Herod’s son!”

2.2.12. The events of Luke’s narrative occur at the very end of his life.
 

2.3. This tells us when Jesus was born:

2.3.1. Jesus was born between 8 and 4 b.c.
2.3.2. The reason he was born “b.c.”…is that Dionysius Exiguus, the sixth-century monk who set up the modern calendar, made a mistake in determining the date which was not corrected till later.”
 

3. Luke 1:5: “…of the division [or course] of Abijah [or Abia]”:

3.1. The Levites were the priestly tribe of Israel – only they could minister in the Temple. This has an important eschatological significance:
3.1.1. The Bible teaches that during the tribulation period, a Third Temple will have been constructed in Jerusalem.

· Scripture does not state dogmatically whether the Temple is built before or at the immediate beginning of the tribulation.

3.1.2. The fact that a temple exists in Jerusalem at the middle of the Tribulation is found in four passages of Scripture:

· Daniel 9:27: “And he [Antichrist] will make a firm covenant with the many [of the Jews] for one week [Daniel’s seventieth week], but in the middle of the week [3 ½ years into the Tribulation period] he [the Antichrist] will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations [in the Tribulational Temple] will come one who makes desolate, even until a complete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate.” (All brackets mine.)

· Matthew 24:15: “Therefore when you see the abomination of desolation  which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place…”

· 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4: “Let no one in any way deceive you, for it [the Tribulation] will not come unless the apostasy [falling away] comes first, and the man of lawlessness [the Antichrist] is revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the [Tribulational] temple of God, displaying himself as being God.” (All brackets mine.)

· Revelation 11:1-2: “And there was given me a measuring rod like a staff; and someone said, “Rise and measure the [Tribulational] temple of God, and the altar, and those who worship in it. And leave out the court which is outside the temple, and do not measure it, for it has been given to the nations; and they will tread under foot the holy city for forty-two months.” (Bracket mine.)
3.1.3. It is important to note, however, that this Temple will receive no sanction from God. [Dr. Arnold Fruchtenbaum sees this as the subject of Isaiah 66:1-6.
]
3.1.4. Dr. Fruchtenbaum makes an interesting point with regard to those who will minister in the Tribulational Temple: “The tribe of Levi was the only tribe permitted by Mosaic Law to take care of the Temple and conduct the sacrificial system. It is interesting to note that while all the other eleven tribes have lost their tribal identity since the records were destroyed in 70 a.d., the tribe of Levi has not. Unless a Jew is of the tribe of Levi, he is unable to know which tribe he is a descendant of. But the tribe of Levi has kept their identity. Jews having such names as Levi, Levy, Levine, Leventhal, Levinson, Cohen and other comparable names are of the tribe of Levi. For the purpose of conducting sacrifice, only the tribe of Levi matters…It is not important to know who the members of the other tribes are. But it is very important to know who the Levites are, and the tribe of Levi is known.”

3.1.5. Notes on the Dome of the Rock:
· It is the site of the Dome the Rock is sacred to Muslims, not the building itself. Therefore, the Muslims would never consent to the building of a Jewish Temple over that site and the building could not be moved.

· According to Muslim faith, the Dome of the Rock covers the spot from which Mohammed ascended into heaven.

· The Jews would never accept the building of a Temple in any place other than on the Temple Mount.

· Jewish scholars disagree on whether or not there is enough room on the Temple Mount to rebuild the Temple without moving the Dome of the Rock.
3.2. Both Zechariah and Elizabeth were Levites:

3.2.1. According to Lightfoot, “The priests might marry into any tribe, but “it was most commendable of all to marry one of the priests’ line.”

3.2.2. Leon Morris: “Zechariah was married to Elizabeth, a priest’s daughter. A priest was required to marry and Israelite virgin (Leviticus 24:14), but not necessarily one of a priestly family. To have a wife of priestly stock was a special blessing for a priest.”

3.3. “Zechariah was a priest who lived in a little hillside town in Judea, except for the two weeks a year when his shift was on duty at the Jerusalem temple.”

3.4. “This division was one of 24 groups of priests, drawn up in David’s time (1 Chronicles 24:7-18). The priests in each division were on duty twice a year for a week at a time.”

3.4.1. Aaron had 24 sons. Each son was the head of his own family. Along these lines the divisions were made.

3.4.2. During Zechariah’s day each division would serve for one week in the Temple twice a year.

3.4.3. All divisions would serve during the festivals when huge numbers of people would be present. 

3.4.4. 1 Chronicles 24:1–19 relates the establishment of the twenty-four priestly divisions. 

3.4.5. “There were twenty-four courses or divisions of the priesthood, based on the families of the descendants of Aaron, of which the family of Abia (or Abijah) was one (1 Chronicles 24:10).”

3.5. David divided the Levites into 24 courses in order to:

3.5.1. Insure order in the Temple.

3.5.2. “…Oppose ambition, and at the same time to provide that it should not be in the power of a few persons, by taking the whole service into their own hands, to leave the greater number unemployed at home.”

3.6. “Abijah was the eighth at the original institution (1 Chronicles 24:10).”

3.7. “Each course took charge of the temple worship in succession, for a week at the time, beginning on a Sabbath. The heads of these twenty-four courses are the chief priests so often spoken of in the New Testament.”
 

3.8. “Of these courses only four returned after the captivity (Ezra 2:34–39), which were again subdivided into twenty-four—retaining the ancient name and order of each. They took the whole temple service for a week each.”

4. Luke 1:6: “Zacharias…and his wife…Elizabeth… were both righteous in the sight of God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and requirements of the Lord.” 

4.1. Names:

4.1.1. Zacharias means God remembers;

4.1.2. Elizabeth means the oath of God.

Genesis 5:1-10: The First Ten Generations
Translation

1 This is the book of the generations of Adam. 
Man

3 When Adam had lived one hundred and thirty years, he became the father of a son in his own likeness, according to his image, and named him Seth. 
Appointed

6 And Seth lived one hundred and five years, and became the father of Enosh. 
Mortal

9 And Enosh lived ninety years, and became the father of Kenan. 
Sorrow

12 And Kenan lived seventy years, and became the father of Mahalalel. 
The Blessed God

15 And Mahalalel lived sixty-five years, and became the father of Jared. 
Shall Come Down

18 And Jared lived one hundred and sixty-two years, and became the father of Enoch. 
Teaching

21 And Enoch lived sixty-five years, and became the father of Methuselah.
His Death Shall Bring

25 And Methuselah lived one hundred and eighty-seven years, and became the father of Lamech. 
Despairing

28 And Lamech lived one hundred and eighty-two years, and became the father of a son. 29 Now he called his name Noah, saying, “This one shall give us rest from our work and from the toil of our hands arising from the ground which the Lord has cursed.” 
Comfort and Rest

4.2. “The names of John’s parents show how carefully God had organized for the arrival of His Son on earth, for in Hebrew ‘Zacharias’ means ‘God remembers,’ and ‘Elizabeth’ means ‘the oath of God.’ Together, the parents’ names spell out ‘God remembers His oath.’…The names of Zacharias and Elizabeth together point back to the first promise God gave the first man and woman immediately after the first sin (Genesis 3:15); indeed, the oath is addressed to Satan, the promise is for man. We are being introduced to the climax of the spiritual battle between Satan and God. This single touch makes it evident how much importance God attached to Jesus’ coming, for even His forerunner’s birth was carefully planned.”

4.3. God made an oath to Satan in Genesis 3:15: “And I [God] will put enmity [state of deep-seated ill-will, hostility] between you and the woman, and between your seed [the antichrist] and her seed [the Christ]; He [Christ] shall bruise [crush] you on the head [at His Second coming], and you [Satan] shall bruise him on the heel [at the cross].” (All brackets mine.)

4.4. Zechariah and Elizabeth were divkaio" (upright, just, righteous
). 

4.5. They not only had a good testimony before men, they were also “righteous, both of them, in the sight of God” – which is far more important.

4.6. The term does not mean sinless, course, but it does suggest that they were Law-abiding Jews and that their childlessness was not due to their sin (an opinion of many during biblical times; see Genesis 30:22–23).
 

4.7. “The terms Luke uses to describe Zechariah and Elizabeth are the same that the Old Testament used for some other righteous people, such as Noah (Genesis 6:9), Abraham (Genesis 17:1) and Job (Job 1:1). One who reads those narratives understands that although they may not have been morally perfect (Genesis 9:21) or complete (Job 42:3–6), they did not violate any stated commandments in the law. Thus Luke uses these terms to challenge the misconception that could arise from conventional wisdom concerning barrenness (Luke 1:7).” 

4.8. “…Praise is bestowed on Zacharias and Elisabeth for the purpose of showing us that the lamp, whose light went before the Son of God, was taken not from an obscure house, but from an illustrious sanctuary.”

4.9. “Commandments and requirements”:
4.9.1. Both Calvin and Bengel agree that commandments expresses the couple’s moral obedience, while requirements [or ordinances] expresses their ceremonial obedience.
4.10. But there is another important point here that should not be missed and is well made by M.S. Mills: “Verse 6 can be translated, ‘they were both righteous in God’s judgment.’ Ponder this for a moment; it surely establishes the ultimate in righteousness.”
  Simply put, they were born-again believers!
5. Luke 1:7: “And they did not have a child because Elizabeth was sterile, and both were advanced in age.”
5.1. “Yet despite their righteousness, they have suffered the disappointment of barrenness, a condition Elizabeth will later refer to as a disgrace (Luke 1:25).”
 
5.2. “Barrenness was often considered a sign of God’s displeasure and judgment.”

5.3. “…They served God faithfully…It made their childless state hard for them to understand, for people believed that that God would bless faithful servants by giving them children. The mention of their age is probably to make it clear that they could expect no change in the situation.”

5.4. Elizabeth later tells us that her barrenness was a disgrace: Luke 1:25-26: “And after these days Elizabeth his wife became pregnant; and she kept herself in seclusion for five months, saying, “This is the way the Lord has dealt with me in the days when He looked with favor upon me, to take away my disgrace among men.”
5.5. Although barrenness was often seen as a disgrace in Biblical times, what men see as a curse God often sees as an opportunity for a miracle!
5.6. In this respect, Elizabeth is in good company!
5.6.1. Sarah, who was barren, too old to bear children and shamed (Genesis 16–21; esp. 18:11); 
5.6.2. Rebekah (Genesis 25:21); 
5.6.3. Hannah (1 Sam 1);
5.6.4. Rachel (Genesis 29:31);
5.6.5. Samson’s mother (Judges 13:2, 5).
5.7. “To be childless was economically and socially disastrous: 
5.7.1. Economically, because parents had no one to support them in old age;
5.7.2. Socially, because in the Law barrenness was sometimes a judgment for sin, and many people assumed the worst possible cause of a problem. 
5.8. Most people assumed that barrenness was a defect of the wife, and Jewish teachers generally insisted that a man divorce a childless wife so he could procreate. 
5.9. According to the Mishnah: “Aged” may suggest that they were over sixty (Mishnah Abot 5:21); age itself conferred some social status and was sometimes listed among qualifications or virtues.

5.10. “Our normal sense of values would regard the childlessness of this godly couple as a tragedy, yet God was preparing them to be the parents of the greatest human child ever born (Luke 7:28). This sobering truth does much to remind us of the shortsightedness of our judgment when compared to the perfect judgment of our limitless God.” 
 
6. Application: Things don’t always go the way we want them to go, even though we are serving the Lord in humility!
6.1. Zacharias and Elizabeth were the perfect picture of piety, yet they were socially cursed.
6.2. But we have to learn to take our curse and make it our blessing, to make our burden our bridge, our trial our train track.
6.3. Exodus 5 - the children of Israel had been in captivity for years
.
6.3.1. Exodus 5:4: “But the king of Egypt said to them, “Moses and Aaron, why do you draw the people away from their work? Get back to your labors!” (KJV: “Get you unto your burdens.”)
6.3.2. As believers we need get back to our burdens and let the Lord use them to mold us into the men and women He wants us to be.
6.3.3. The burden that you have now may never go away – don’t let it break you! And if you don’t have a burden now, hold on - one’s coming.

6.4. The Story of the Ant: Proverbs 6:6: “Go to the ant, O sluggard, observe her ways and be wise…”

6.4.1. An ant had a building to build and he needed a certain kind of stick to complete his work. In his search for the perfect stick, he encountered a number of obstacles: the sidewalk – to him, it was like crossing a ten-lane highway; a sandbox – nothing to us, but to him, the Sahara desert! Finally, he found the perfect stick – a matchstick – to him, a redwood tree trunk! The only way to get it back to his anthill was to carry it. He knew he had to cross the desert and cross the highway again. But then he saw a 6-foot high brick privacy fence and he noticed that it led right to the area where his ant hole was. If he climbed it, he could avoid the ten-lane highway and the desert! Up he went carrying this tree trunk behind him. It was scary to him up there! Only 6 feet to us, but to him it was like standing on top of the Hancock tower! On he walked atop the wall, dragging that heavy tree trunk and then he noticed something – the Grand Canyon! The man who built the wall had forgotten to put mortar between two of the bricks. But he had a brilliant idea. He laid the matchstick across the crack and made his burden his bridge!
6.4.2. Turn your burden into a bridge whether it be illness or the death of a loved one or loneliness or insecurity.
6.4.3. The heavier your burden, the stronger your bridge can be. That ant needed that heavy burden because God knew that later on down the line he would need a heavy bridge!
6.4.4. Remember Paul’s thorn! (2 Corinthians 12:2-10)

6.4.5. The heavier the cross, the brighter the crown.

6.4.6. God will never allow a burden to come into your life that you can’t bear.

6.5. Illustration - Fanny Crosby: 
6.5.1. Fanny was born in Putnam county, New York

6.5.2. Through a physician’s negligence at the age of six weeks. 

6.5.3. Raised in a religious environment, she memorized Scripture and poetry, and was able to recite the first four books of both the Old and New Testaments by age ten. 

· “Early in life, she began memorizing the Bible and eventually could repeat, by rote, the entire Pentateuch, all four Gospels, many of the Psalms, all of Proverbs, as well as the entire books of Ruth and Song of Solomon. She stated at the close of her life, “The Holy Book has nurtured my entire life.”

6.5.4. She entered the New York City Institution for the Blind around 1835, completed training, and taught there from 1847 to 1858. 

6.5.5. In 1858 she married a musician, Alexander Van Alstyne, who was also blind. 

6.5.6. Traveling, preaching and witnessing brought her into contact with many Christian leaders and public figures. She became quit famous.

6.5.7. Her texts were set to music by the most popular American tunesmiths of the century, but she asked only about two dollars for each hymn and deliberately lived a frugal life. 
6.5.8. She wrote over 8,000 hymns, including “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross,” “Rescue the Perishing,” “All the Way My Savior Leads Me,” “I Am Thine, O Lord,” “Sweet Hour of Prayer,” “To God Be the Glory,” “Blessed Assurance”; and “Tell Me the Story of Jesus.”

6.5.9. “There is hardly a hymnbook in the English language that does not contain at least one hymn by Fanny Crosby. Her poetic style is simple and earnest. The theological content, while unequivocally orthodox, is personal and experiential. Fanny Crosby was able to express both theological content and personal experience in her rhyming meters, speaking of the gospel of Jesus Christ in a way that has been meaningful to millions of people.”

6.5.10. Fanny wrote:

When my life work is ended, and I cross the swelling tide,
When the bright and glorious morning I shall see,

I shall know my Redeemer when I reach the other side,

And His smile will be the first to welcome me.

Thru the gates of the city in a robe of spotless white,

He will lead me where no tears will ever fall;

In the glad song of ages I shall mingle with delight

But I long to meet my Savior first of all.

6.5.11. Those words had special significance to Fanny - she knew the first person she would ever see would be Jesus Christ!

6.5.12. Fanny turned her burden into her bridge.

6.6. You can let that burden make you weak or you can let your burden make you strong, as Paul did this with his thorn! (2 Corinthians 12:7-10)

7. Zechariah’s Temple service:

7.1. He was chosen by lot (i.e., by chance):

7.1.1. “Fifty or more priests officiated each day around Jesus’ time and by a process of four drawings of lots they were allocated various functions for the day. The highest honor of all was to be awarded the distinction of offering the incense.” 
 

7.2. He was chosen to offer the incense:

7.2.1. This was a daily ritual according to Exodus 30:7.

7.2.2. This is the closest that any priest ever got to the veil, with the exception of the High Priest once a year on the Day of Atonement.

7.2.3. The altar of incense is the only altar that is in the Temple in heaven:

· In Isaiah 6:6 a seraphim takes a coal from this altar to cleanse Isaiah.

· In Revelation 8:3-4 describes incense being offered in heaven as a prelude to the seven trumpet judgements.

7.2.4. There were a number of tasks that had to be performed in the Holy Place:

· Keeping the Menorah lit

· Keeping the show bread stacked

· Trimming the lamps

7.2.5. There were thousands of priests in every division. Only a few priests were ever chosen to do the most sacred tasks.

7.2.6. The altar of incense:

· In the Tabernacle:

· The altar was “made of acacia wood overlaid with gold, and was one cubit square, with a height of two cubits having horns of the same materials (Leviticus 4:7). 

· Running around the sides near the top was a border of gold, beneath which were rings for the staves of acacia wood covered with gold, “with which to carry it” (Exodus 30:1–5).

· Its place was in front of the veil, midway between the walls (Leviticus 16:12; Exodus 30:6).”

· In Solomon’s Temple:

· The altar was “similar but made of cedar (1 Kings 6:20; 7:48; 1 Chronicles 28:18). 

· Upon this altar incense was burned every morning and evening (Exodus 30:7–8), and the blood of atonement was sprinkled upon it (Exodus 30:10).” 

7.2.7. The priest who won the lot could take two assistants into the Holy Place with him.

· One assistant would take a coal from the brazen altar and place it on the altar of incense and leave.

· The other assistant would prepare the incense, hand it to the priest who was going to offer it, and leave.

7.2.8. The chosen priest would then be left alone to offer the incense. He was to do four things:

· Bring the incense to the altar.

· Offer a prayer for the redemption and salvation of the nation of Israel.

· At this point he was the representative of the entire nation.

· Offer the incense on the altar.

· Then leave immediately!

· The Talmud is clear that after the priest offers the incense it is important that he tarry not lest he profane something.

7.2.9. In one verse (vs.8), Zechariah went from the routine to the once-in-a-lifetime (vs.9).

7.2.10. Incense represented the prayers of God’s people rising up into heaven.

7.2.11. This was regarded as such an incredible honor, that a priest was allowed to offer the incense but once in his lifetime. Even with that, most priests never had the opportunity to perform this service to God.

7.2.12. Notice the sovereignty of God at work here: when it was time for God to communicate with Zacharias, the lot fell to him.

· Proverbs 16:33: “The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the Lord.” 

7.3. The Greek word used for temple speaks of the ‘heart of a temple, the seat of worship.’ 

7.3.1. Zacharias is ministering in the Holy Place, not the congregational assembly area. 
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7.3.2. The altar of incense was in the Holy Place, just before the entrance to the Holy of Holies, God’s dwelling place among men. (Exodus 30:1–9)

7.3.3. Only ordained priests properly attired in priestly robes could enter the Holy Place (Exodus 28:40–43).

7.4. Application: How seriously do you take your Temple service?

7.4.1. John 4:21-25: “Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, an hour is coming when neither in this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, shall you worship the Father [because the believer’s body would someday become God’s Temple – on the day of Pentecost]…But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” (bracket mine)

7.4.2. 1 Corinthians 3:16-17: “Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? If any man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what you are.”

7.4.3. Philippians 2:12-13: “So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation [deliverance in time, not eternal salvation] with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you [making the believer’s body a Temple], both to will and to work for His good pleasure.” (brackets mine)

8. The unexpected encounter: 

8.1. Luke 1:11: “And an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing to the right of the altar of incense.”

8.1.1. M.S. Mills, citing Shepherd, explains: “Jewish angelology regarded the left side of the altar as the place for angels; only God used the right side. So tradition suggested to Zacharias that he was seeing God; now, as no man can see God and live, he was terrified!”

9. Gabriel’s message:

9.1. Gabriel delivers a fivefold message to Zacharias: 

9.1.1. Elizabeth will have a child to be named John (Luke 1:13); 

9.1.2. The child will give to them and to many joy and gladness (Luke 1:14);

9.1.3. The child will be reared in the tradition of Nazirites (Luke 1:15a);  

9.1.4. The child would be filled with the Spirit from his mother’s womb (Luke 1:15b);

9.1.5. He would be a forerunner, turning back many of the sons of Israel to the Lord their God and would minister in the spirit and power of Elijah to turn the hearts of the fathers back to the children, and the disobedient to the attitude of the righteous (Luke 1:16-17).

9.2. Gabriel’s preface: “But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zacharias…” (Luke 1:13a):

9.2.1. Fear is a universal in life, even the in the life of believers.

9.2.2. What is the source of fear for believers? Simply this: it is the fear that God will not come through with His promises.

9.2.3. God had to constantly remind his people not to fear – even the most faithful and courageous of believers!

· Abraham (Genesis 15:1): “After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not fear, Abram, I am a shield to you; your reward shall be very great.”

· Issac (Genesis 26:24): “And the Lord appeared to him the same night and said, “I am the God of your father Abraham; do not fear, for I am with you. I will bless you, and multiply your descendants, for the sake of My servant Abraham.”

· Jacob (Genesis 46:3): “And He said, “I am God, the God of your father; do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I will make you a great nation there.”

· Moses to the people at the Red Sea (Exodus 14:13a): “Do not fear! Stand by and see the salvation of the Lord which He will accomplish for you today…”) 

· Gideon (Judges 6:22-23): “When Gideon saw that he was the angel of the Lord, he said, “Alas, O Lord God! For now I have seen the angel of the Lord face to face.” And the Lord said to him, “Peace to you, do not fear; you shall not die.”

9.2.4. Luke 1:13b: “…your petition has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will give him the name John.”

· What prayer was answered? There are two possibilities:

· The prayer of Zacharias and Elizabeth for a child.

· The prayer that he had just offered for the redemption and salvation of Israel that he had just offered.

· Well then, which prayer was answered? Both!

· It is possible that Zacharias had been praying for a child even as an old man - he never stopped praying that the Lord would remove his wife’s disgrace (barrenness). 

· It is more likely, however, that Zacharias hadn’t prayed for a child in years! When Elizabeth went beyond her childbearing years, he most likely resigned himself to the idea that God had answered his prayer, He had said no.

· We may forget what we pray for, but God never forgets.

9.3. Point #1: The child would be named John (Luke 1:13):

9.3.1. John means Yahweh has been gracious.

9.3.2. This points up the fact that John’s ministry would emphasize God’s gracious dealings with man, especially in the person of His son Jesus Christ.

9.3.3. John 1:17 tells us that, while the Law came through Moses, grace and truth came to us through Jesus Christ. As the forerunner and herald of the messiah, John’s message would be gracious. For instance, John said of Jesus: “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29) A message of grace indeed!
9.4. Point #2: He would be a joy and a delight (Luke 1:14):

9.4.1. John would be a Joy and delight to:

· “You” – Zacharias and Elizabeth.

· John would remove his parent’s disgrace (Luke 1:24-25).

· “Many” – all those who would be blessed by his ministry of preparing for the messiah.

9.4.2. John will be the herald of the Messianic Age which will be characterized by universal joy:

· Isaiah 12:6: “Cry aloud and shout for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.”

· Isaiah 25:9: “And it will be said in that day, “Behold, this is our God for whom we have waited that He might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us rejoice and be glad in His salvation.”

· Isaiah 29:19: “The afflicted also shall increase their gladness in the Lord, and the needy of mankind shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.”

· Isaiah 49:13: “Shout for joy, O heavens! And rejoice, O earth! Break forth into joyful shouting, O mountains! For the Lord has comforted His people, and will have compassion on His afflicted.”

9.5. Point #3: John was called to live a disciplined, ascetic life:

9.5.1. Luke 1:15: “For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and he will drink no wine or liquor...” 

· He certainly would be great! In fact, Jesus said, “I say to you, among those born of women, there is no one greater than John; yet he who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” (Luke 7:28)

9.5.2. The statement that John would use no wine or liquor reminds us of the Nazirite vow (Numbers 6). But this is not exactly a Nazirite vow. 

9.5.3. The words:

· Wine is oi\no". Simply put, wine. 

· Liquor is sivkera, from the Akkadian word , barley beer.
 Therefore, it has often come to refer to any fermented alcoholic beverage, even wine. Although wine and sivkera are usually differentiated from each other.

9.5.4. Darrell Bock writes: “Since the angel does not say that John should not cut his hair, however, he is probably not being called on to take a Nazirite vow.”

9.5.5. Unlike most who took the Nazirite vow (but not unlike Samson in Judges 13:5), John was to keep himself pure from these things throughout his entire life.

9.5.6. The word Nazirite:

· Transliterates the Hebrew word , from , to separate, consecrate, abstain. 

· May be related to the Hebrew word  , which means a diadem, the crown of God (sometimes identified with the Nazirite’s uncut hair). 

· May be associated with  - an unpruned vine (as used in Leviticus 25:5, 11). Does this refer to an uncut head?

9.5.7. In Israel the Nazirite was one who separated himself from others by consecration to Yahweh with a special vow.

9.5.8. Numbers 6 gives us the most complete discussion of the Nazirite vow.

9.5.9. The Nazirite was to:

· Abstain from wine and intoxicating drinks, vinegar and raisins.
· This was a call to clear thinking. Proverbs 20:1: “Wine is a mocker, strong drink a brawler, and whoever is intoxicated by it is not wise.”

· This prohibition sought to safeguard the integrity and holiness of the Nazirite. He was to be wholly devoted to Yahweh.

· Kittel, sees this as a protest by the Nazirite against Canaanite culture (cf. Geschichte des Volkes Israel, 2, 1925, p. 250).

· The Canaanite culture revolved around wine and revelry, as did other pagan cultures.

· This, therefore was a call to be separate from the pagan nations about them.

· Leave his hair uncut during the time of his consecration.

· “The hair was regarded as the seat of life, ‘the favorite abode of spirits and magical influences’, to be kept in its natural state until its burning ensured its disappearance without fear of [it being profaned].”
 

· Beyond this, the hair being uncut was a visible sign to all Israel of an inward consecration by the Nazirite.

· Not go near a dead body, even that of his nearest relation.

· This prohibition was applied to the high priest as well. 

· I believe that this pointed up the fact that the believer’s perpetual life with God and eternal security. The believer has been given a new life – one that can never again even approach death! This is shown symbolically by this last prohibition.

9.5.10. At the completion of his vow, the Nazirite would offer certain sacrifices, and then cut off his hair and burn it on the altar. This was an extremely expensive ordeal that often required a sponsor.

9.5.11. Then, after the priest performed prescribed rituals, the Nazirite was freed from his vow.
9.5.12. The whole point of the Nazirite vow was a complete consecration to Yahweh.
9.5.13. The body was not seen as something to be simply restrained, but something to be used as a vehicle to be enlisted into holy service. 

9.5.14. Prior to the Northern Kingdom going out in the 5th cycle of divine discipline in 721 b.c., God brought this indictment against the nation:
· Amos 2:11-12: “Then I raised up some of your sons to be prophets and some of your young men to be Nazirites. Is this not so, O sons of Israel?” declares the Lord. But you made the Nazirites drink wine, and you commanded the prophets saying, ‘You shall not prophesy!’”
9.5.15. Paul was persuaded to take this vow on the insistence of four members of the church of Jerusalem (Acts 21:23ff.; cf. 18:18 for Paul’s personal undertaking of a Nazirite vow), which was a major mistake. 
· Paul took this vow to please men, not God.
· Therefore, the result was a tragedy. He lost his freedom completely.
· The believer who strives to please men will always suffer a loss of freedom. (cf. Galatians 5:1) 

9.5.16. Application: As believers, we should be Nazirites in our hearts, wholly set apart for the Lord.

· Effectiveness as a witness for Christ comes through purity (Psalm 51:1-13).

· Proverbs 22:11: “He who loves purity of heart and whose speech is gracious, the king is his friend.”
· 2 Corinthians 11:2-3: “For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin. But I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.”
· Paul instructed Timothy, a young pastor to “let no one look down on your youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity, show yourself an example of those who believe.” (1 Timothy 4:12)
· Well, what is clean and what is unclean? Proverbs 16:2: “All the ways of a man are clean in his own sight, but the Lord weighs the motives.”
· We have to begin to live like what we are! Not children of the world, but children of God!

· 1 Corinthians 5:6b-7: “Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough? Clean out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, just as you are in fact unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed.”
· Ephesians 4:22-24: “That, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.”
9.6. Point #4: The child would be filled with the Spirit from his mother’s womb (Luke 1:15b): 
9.6.1. The filling of the Holy Spirit is one of the large themes in the Gospel of Luke. His message is simple: the work of God can only go forward through the Spirit of God.

· Zechariah 4:6b: “Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the Lord of hosts.”

9.6.2. Also explicitly mentioned as being filled with the Spirit by Luke are Mary, Elizabeth, Zechariah, Jesus, Peter, John, Stephen, Philip, Paul, Barnabas, and all the Apostles. 

9.6.3. Was John filled with the Holy Spirit while he was in his mother’s womb?

· No. John was born a sinner like the rest of us. He wasn’t even saved until he put his faith in the coming Messiah.

· Is there a contradiction then with what the Bible says? 

· No. The Bible doesn’t say that John was filled with the Spirit while in his mother’s womb.

· The Greek has ejk koiliva" mhtro;" aujtou`. This literally means, out from the womb of his mother.

· If Luke meant to say that John was filled with the Spirit in his mother’s womb, he’d have used the preposition en (in) instead of ek (out of).

· This, then, is an idiom that indicates that John would serve the Lord from the cradle to the grave.

· The NIV attempts to give the sense of the idiom: “And he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth.”

· The Message translation attempts the same: “He’ll be filled with the Holy Spirit from the moment he leaves his mother’s womb.”

9.7. Point #5: John would be a forerunner of the Messiah. He would turn back many of the sons of Israel to the Lord their God and would minister in the spirit and power of Elijah to turn the hearts of the fathers back to the children, and the disobedient to the attitude of the righteous (Luke 1:16-17):

9.7.1. This difficult passage references two verses:

· Malachi 3:1: “Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and he will clear the way before Me.”

· Malachi 4:5-6: ““Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and terrible day of the Lord. And he will restore the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the land with a curse.”

9.7.2. Jesus Himself said that John was the fulfillment of Malachi 3:1:

· Matthew 11:7-10: “And as these were going away, Jesus began to speak to the multitudes about John, “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? But what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ palaces. But why did you go out? To see a prophet? Yes, I say to you, and one who is more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, ‘Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, Who will prepare Your way before You.’

9.7.3. Jesus also said that John would have fulfilled Malachi 4:5-6 if the people had accepted his message:

· Matthew 11:14: “And if you care to accept it, he himself is Elijah, who was to come.”

9.7.4. But because John was cut off and the Kingdom was suspended (delayed), Elijah is still coming!
· Mark 9:11-13: “And they [the disciples] asked Him, saying, “Why is it that the scribes say that Elijah must come first?” And He said to them, “Elijah is coming first [NASB: does first come] and restore all things. And yet how is it written of the Son of Man that He should suffer many things and be treated with contempt? But [on the other hand] I say to you, that Elijah has indeed come, and they did to him whatever they wished, just as it is written of him.”

9.7.5. Had the Jews accepted Christ as the Messiah, John would have been Elijah fulfilling all of these verses. Since the kingdom was rejected, John was killed and the kingdom age was set in suspension until the close of the Tribulation period.

9.7.6. Conclusion to the Elijah question: Elijah did come in the person of John (in a sense), but he is still to come before the great and terrible day of the Lord [the Tribulation].

9.7.7. John would be the forerunner of the Messiah (Luke 1:17a):

· John’s message: “Now in those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”” (Matthew 3:1-2).

· John’s last testimony regarding Jesus: “There arose therefore a discussion on the part of John’s disciples with a Jew about purification. And they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, He who was with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you have borne witness, behold, He is baptizing, and all are coming to Him.” John answered and said, “A man can receive nothing, unless it has been given him from heaven. You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ,’ but, ‘I have been sent before Him.’ He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice. And so this joy of mine has been made full. He must increase, but I must decrease. He who comes from above is above all, he who is of the earth is from the earth and speaks of the earth. He who comes from heaven is above all. What He has seen and heard, of that He bears witness; and no man receives His witness. He who has received His witness has set his seal to this, that God is true. For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God; for He gives the Spirit without measure. The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into His hand. He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” (John 3:25-36)

· Jesus’ early message: “From that time Jesus began to preach and say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”” (Matthew 4:17) 

A pattern for the minister who is “great in the sight of the Lord”

“For he [John] will be great in the sight of the Lord…”

“…And he will drink no wine or liquor…”
He lives a life of practical holiness; he thinks clearly at all times; he doesn’t allow the devil a foothold into his life.

“…And he will be filled with the Holy Spirit…”


He knows that he can accomplish nothing without the Spirit’s power working through him.

“…And he will turn back many of the sons of Israel to the Lord their God…” 
He sets out to restore the backslider and bring home the prodigal.

“…And it is he who will go as a forerunner before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah…” 
He speaks for God with all the audacity, courage – and occasional lapses of faith – that characterized Elijah.

“…to turn the hearts of the fathers back to the children…” 
He has a ministry of reconciliation – healing broken relationships.

“…And the disobedient to the attitude of the righteous…”
He calls sin sin and leads others to think in grace.

“…So as to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”
Ultimately, he has one purpose: to prepare men to meet their Lord!

10. Zacharias’ doubt: “And Zacharias said to the angel, “How shall I know this for certain? For I am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years.” (Luke 1:18)

10.1. Zacharias was a faithful and righteous priest who fell into unbelief in an instant – even in the presence of a supernatural being!

10.2. Zacharias’ request for a sign showed his disbelief.

10.3. Have you ever prayed for something and yet never really believed that God would answer it?

10.3.1. Look at Acts 12:1-17!

10.4. Read the account of how Jesus healed the demoniac in Mark 9:14-29. The boy’s father asks Jesus, “…if You can do anything, take pity on us and help us!” Jesus shot back: “If You can!’ All things are possible to him who believes.” Then Mark records that “immediately the boy’s father cried out and began saying, I do believe; help my unbelief.”
10.5. Those who cannot see with the eyes of faith always seek a sign!

10.5.1. Matthew 12:38-40: “Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered Him, saying, “Teacher, we want to see a sign from You.”  But He answered and said to them, “An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign shall be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet; for just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so shall the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.””

10.5.2. Matthew 16:1-4: “And the [commando] Pharisees and Sadducees came up, and testing Him asked Him to show them a sign from heaven. But He answered and said to them, “When it is evening, you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red.’ And in the morning, ‘There will be a storm today, for the sky is red and threatening.’ Do you know how to discern the appearance of the sky, but cannot discern the signs of the times? An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign; and a sign will not be given it, except the sign of Jonah.” And He left them, and went away.”

10.6. God answers prayers of faith!

10.6.1. James 1:5-8: “But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in faith without any doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. For let not that man expect that he will receive anything from the Lord, being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.”
10.6.2. James 5:16b-18: “The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much. Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain; and it did not rain on the earth for three years and six months. And he prayed again, and the sky poured rain, and the earth produced its fruit.”
· What one man can do another man can do!

11. Gabriel’s response: “And the angel answered and said to him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God; and I have been sent to speak to you, and to bring you this good news.” (Luke 1:19)
11.1. In the original text, the words translated “I am an old man” are immediately followed by the words “I am Gabriel.” Therefore, some see Gabriel’s words as a strong contrast to Zacharias.

11.2. I agree rather with William Hendriksen who writes: “The confrontation is rather that between the priest’s cold skepticism and the angel’s towering certainty, between the former’s presumptuous doubt and the latter’s profound conviction.”

11.3. Gabriel understood fully that he was delivering a message of “good news” [eujaggelivzw - to bring or announce good news
] that God Himself had spoken. The moment God decrees a thing, it is certain. This Gabriel well knew.

11.4. Angels:
11.4.1. Definition: Angels are celestial entities, distinct from the three members of the Godhead on the one hand, and from humanity on the other hand. 

11.4.2. Angels are spiritual beings created by God to serve Him, though created higher than man. 

11.4.3. Some (the good angels) have remained obedient to Him and carry out His will, while others (fallen angels) disobeyed, fell from their holy position, and now stand in active opposition to the work and plan of God. 

11.4.4. Though the exact time of their creation is never stated, we know they were created before the creation of the world. 

11.4.5. Job 38:4-7 states that they were present when the earth was created, so their creation was prior to the creation of the earth as described in Genesis 1:1.

11.4.6. The agent of their creation is said to be Jesus Christ Himself:

· Colossians 1:16: “For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created by Him and for Him.”
· John 1:3: “All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.”

11.4.7. Angels constitute a numberless myriad of celestial beings:
· Psalm 68:17: “The chariots of God are myriads, thousands upon thousands.”

· Daniel 7:9-10: “I kept looking until thrones were set up, and the Ancient of Days took His seat; His vesture was like white snow, and the hair of His head like pure wool. His throne was ablaze with flames, its wheels were a burning fire. A river of fire was flowing and coming out from before Him; thousands upon thousands were attending Him, and myriads upon myriads were standing before Him; the court sat, and the books were opened.”
11.4.8. Like unbelieving men, fallen angels will be judged in the future and permanently confined to the lake of fire. The Lake of Fire will be their eternal home:

· Matthew 25:41: “Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels.”
11.4.9. The eternal home of the elect angels will be the new heavens and new earth described in Revelation 21-22:

· Hebrews 12:22: “But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels.”
11.4.10. There are two categories of fallen angels:  (1) Operative and (2) Incarcerated:
· Some fallen angels, guilty against crimes against humanity as detailed in Genesis 6:2, are incarcerated in Tartarus: 
· 2 Peter 2:4-6: “For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness [], reserved for judgment.”

11.4.11. Angels currently occupy a position higher than that of humans:

· Psalm 8:4-5: “What is man, that Thou dost take thought of him? And the son of man, that Thou dost care for him? Yet Thou hast made him a little lower than God, and dost crown him with glory and majesty!” (also Hebrews 2:7)

11.4.12. Even our Lord in the dispensation of His unglorified humanity was said to be “lower than the angels”:

· Hebrews 2:9: “But we do see Him who has been made for a little while lower than the angels, namely, Jesus…”
11.4.13. Angels have greater power than that of man:

· Matthew 28:2: “[At the resurrection of Christ] And behold, a severe earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it.”
11.4.14. Angels are not omnipresent. Daniel 10 shows us that Gabriel was prevented from coming to Daniel sooner because he was busy somewhere else, namely Persia.

11.4.15. Some angels are said to be elect or chosen:
· 1 Timothy 5:21: “I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of His chosen angels, to maintain these principles without bias, doing nothing in a spirit of partiality.”
11.4.16. According to Revelation 12:4a, 1/3 of all the angels in heaven rebelled against God when Satan fell. These are the so-called fallen angels.

11.4.17. There are only two named elect angels:
· Michael, the archangel:

· He the only angel identified as an archangel in Scripture.

· Enns: “Michael is called the archangel in Jude 9 and the great prince in Daniel 12:1. Michael is the only angel designated archangel, and may possibly be the only one of this rank.”

· Michael is the defender of Israel who will wage war on behalf of Israel against Satan and his hordes in the Tribulation:
· Daniel 12:1: “Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued.”
· Revelation 12:7–9: “And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon. And the dragon and his angels waged war, and they were not strong enough, and there was no longer a place found for them in heaven.”
· Michael also disputed with Satan about the body of Moses, but Michael refrained from judgment, leaving that to God:

· Jude 9: “But Michael the archangel, when he disputed with the devil and argued about the body of Moses, did not dare pronounce against him a railing judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you.” 

· It is clear from Revelation 12:7 that Michael is the head of the God’s angelic armies.

· Gabriel, the head of the college of heralds.

· His name means “man of God” or “God is strong.” (Hebrew , ‘man of God’ or ‘strength of God’). 

· He describes himself in our passage, Luke 1:19, with the words: “I am Gabriel, who stand in the presence of God.”

· In the incredibly significant passage of Daniel 9:21-27, Gabriel explained the events of the seventy weeks for Israel.

· In Luke 1:26–27 Gabriel will announce to Mary that she will bear the messiah.
11.4.18. There are three named fallen angels:
· Satan [adversary] or Lucifer [prior to his fall]:
· In Job 1-2, Satan is seen presenting himself before God among ‘the sons of God’ and bringing every manner evil upon Job.
· He motivated the first homicide in human history (John 8:48; 1 John 3:12)
· He moved David to sin against God by numbering the people (1 Chronicles 21:1). 
· He stood at the right hand of Joshua the high priest “to accuse him” and drew down the Lord’s rebuke (Zechariah 3:1f.). 
· In the New Testament, he is called “the ruler of this world” by Jesus (John 14:30) and the “the prince of the power of the air” by Paul (Ephesians 2:2).
· He put Jesus through a battery of severe testing related to the Father’s divine desideratum at the beginning of his ministry (Matthew 4; Luke 4; Mark 1:13). After this series of testings, the devil left him “until an opportune time,” which shows that the contest was later resumed. This conflict is of course not incidental. The express purpose of the coming of Jesus into the world was “to destroy the works of the devil” (1 John 3:8). 
· Satan hinders the work of missionaries, as he did with Paul (1 Thessalonians 2:18). 
· He takes away the good seed sown in the hearts of men (Mark 4:15) and he sows “the sons of the evil one” in the field that is the world (Matthew 13:38f.). 
· Satan is the “god of this age” (2 Corinthians 4:4).
· He is said to have his own synagogue (Revelation 2:9; 3:9). And there are men who dwell “where Satan’s throne is” (Revelation 2:13). 
· Satan, however, has limitations to his power and his defeat is certain: 
· His power is derivative (Luke 4:6). 
· He can exercise his activity only within divinely-appointed limits (Job 1:12; 2:6; 1 Corinthians 10:13; Revelation 20:2, 7). 
· Jesus taught that “eternal fire” was originally “prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matthew 25:41). John witnessed the execution of this judgment in Revelation 20:10. 
· Just before going to the cross, Jesus speaks of Satan as being “cast out” (John 12:31) and “judged” (John 16:11). This is the strategic victory of Christ in the Angelic Conflict.
· The final (tactical) victory of Christ over Satan will occur at the end of the Millennial Kingdom.
· Paul writes that “the God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet” (Romans 16:20). 
· Satan will be:
· Confined to the earth during the last past of the tribulation (Revelation 12:7-10).
· Incarcerated in the Abyss during the millennial reign of Christ (Revelation 20:1-3).
· Released for a short season where he will incite another rebellion against God (Revelation 20:7-9).
· Finaly, he will be cast into the Lake of Fire, which shall be his eternal home (Revelation 20:10).
· Abaddon (Hebrew) or Apollyon (Greek):
· He is Satan’s toughest general and the angel of the bottomless pit (Rev. 9:11). 
· His Greek name means ‘destroyer’; his Hebrew name ‘destruction.’
· Baal-zebub or Beelzebul:
· Baal-zebub literally means ‘lord of flies’ and is most likely a mocking alteration of  (‘Prince Baal‘).
· Beelzebul is the prince of the demons (Matthew 12:24, 27; Mark 3:22; Luke 11:15, 18f.). There is some debate as to whether or not this is a designation for Satan himself.
11.5. Notice the privileged place that Gabriel had!

11.5.1. The language that he uses suggests that he may be one of “the seven angels” that stand in the presence of God (Revelation 8:2).

11.6. Do you listen when someone who stood in the presence of God speaks to you?

11.6.1. Jesus - John 17:5: “And now, glorify Thou Me together with Thyself, Father, with the glory which I had with Thee before the world was.”

11.6.2. Peter – 2 Peter 2:16-18: “For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, “This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased”— and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain.”

11.6.3. Paul – 2 Corinthians 12:2-4: “I know a man in Christ who…was caught up to the third heaven….And…was caught up into Paradise, and heard inexpressible words, which a man is not permitted to speak.”

11.6.4. Stephen – Acts 7:55-56: “But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God; and he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened up and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”

11.6.5. John – Revelation 4:1-3, 5-9: “After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven, and the first voice which I had heard, like the sound of a trumpet speaking with me, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after these things.” Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne was standing in heaven, and One sitting on the throne. And He who was sitting was like a jasper stone and a sardius in appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, like an emerald in appearance…And from the throne proceed flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder. And there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God; and before the throne there was, as it were, a sea of glass like crystal; and in the center and around the throne, four living creatures full of eyes in front and behind. And the first creature was like a lion, and the second creature like a calf, and the third creature had a face like that of a man, and the fourth creature was like a flying eagle. And the four living creatures, each one of them having six wings, are full of eyes around and within; and day and night they do not cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God, the Almighty, who was and who is and who is to come.” And when the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, to Him who lives forever and ever.”
11.7. Zacharias had forgotten what God did for Abraham and Sarah who were both elderly!

11.8. This reminds us of the rich man’s dialogue with Abraham in Hades: “And [the rich man] said, ‘Then I beg you, Father [Abraham], that you send him [Lazarus] to my father’s house— for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, lest they also come to this place of torment.’ But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets [those who had had glimpses into heaven!]; let them hear them.’ But he said, ‘No, Father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent!’ But he said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be persuaded if someone rises from the dead.’” (Luke 16:27-31)

11.9. Recall also the Lord’s comment on Thomas’ disbelief: “Then He [Jesus] said to Thomas, “Reach here your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand, and put it into My side; and be not unbelieving, but believing.” Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed [makavrioi] are they who did not see, and yet believed.” (John 20:27-29)

11.10. The believer who lives in faith (1) experiences inexpressible joy and (2) will be effective in leading others to the Savior!

11.10.1. 1 Peter 1:8-9: “And though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls.”
· “Your” is not in the most ancient manuscripts.

· It literally says, “obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of souls.” 
· The Greek has “komizovmenoi [present middle participle of komivzw, to get back or recover] to; tevlo" th`" pivstew" »uJmw`n¼ swthrivan yucw`n”.

12. Zacharias’ discipline: “And behold, you shall be silent and unable to speak until the day when these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which shall be fulfilled in their proper time.” (Luke 1:20)
12.1. God gave Zacharias a sign, but not the one he wanted! He made him dumb:
12.1.1. An apt reminder of how dumb it is to doubt God!

12.2. The dumbness was (1) discipline for the priest’s unbelief and (2) and answer to his request for a sign. Be careful what you ask for, you may just get it!

12.3. This temporary discipline from God will give Zacharias the time he needs to reflect upon the importance of listening in faith when God speaks.

12.3.1. When God speaks to us today through the preacher, or through a devotional, or quietly as we study His word, we must receive His promises with faith.

12.3.2. Unless God’s promises are mixed with faith, they are of no use to us. Hebrews 4:2: “For indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they also; but the word they heard did not profit them, because it was not united by faith in those who heard.”
12.3.3. 1 Thessalonians 2:13: “And for this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received from us the word of God’s message, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you who believe.”
12.3.4. A bag of cement, until it’s mixed with water and sand, is only potential.

12.4. He may have been temporarily rendered both deaf and dumb – a theory we’ll discuss later (cf. Luke 1:62).

12.5. Notice that God’s disciplining of his children is not designed to punish, but to teach.

12.5.1. Punishment is meant to hurt; discipline is meant to make disciples.
12.5.2. Hebrews 12:5-11: “And you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, Nor faint when you are reproved by Him; For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, And He scourges every son whom He receives.” It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline? But if you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and live? For they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, that we may share His holiness. All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.”
12.5.3. Note the following:

· God’s motivation for disciplining us is always love. “For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines.”
· God’s concern in disciplining us is our own spiritual wellbeing. “He disciplines us for our good, that we may share His holiness.”
· God’s desire in discipling us is that we might experience His joy. “Yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.”
12.5.4. Zacharias’ discipline was only for a limited and defined period of time: 

· He would be “unable to speak until the day when these things take place.” 
· Precisely, until the day that “you will give him the name John” (Luke 1:13).
· As soon as Zacharias exercised obedience to this mandate, the discipline was lifted: “And they made signs to his father, as to what he wanted him called. And he asked for a tablet, and wrote as follows, “His name is John.” And they were all astonished. And at once his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he began to speak in praise of God. And fear came on all those living around them; and all these matters were being talked about in all the hill country of Judea. (Luke 1:62-65)
12.6. The point, however, should be clear: “Skepticism with respect to God’s promises is inexcusable.”

12.7. J.C. Ryle: “The punishment fit the offense. The tongue was not ready to speak the language of believing praise and so was struck dumb. It was a lengthy punishment, lasting at least nine months. Zechariah was condemned to silence and was daily reminded that through unbelief he had offended God.”

13. The ordeal concludes: “And it came about, when the days of his priestly service were ended, that he went back home. And after these days Elizabeth his wife became pregnant; and she kept herself in seclusion for five months, saying, “This is the way the Lord has dealt with me in the days when He looked with favor upon me, to take away my disgrace among men.”” (Luke 1:23-25)

13.1. “Since he was not among the many priests (including all of the chief priests) who lived in Jerusalem, Zechariah returned home to “the hill country of Judea” (Luke 1:39), at which time Elizabeth chose to remain for five months…in seclusion. There is little use in speculating as to why she chose not to make known her pregnancy. Luke simply does not say. However, far from being embarrassed, Elizabeth is ecstatic over her good news.”

13.2. John Calvin: “So long as the priests were attending in their turns, they did not enter their own houses, that they might be entirely devoted and attached to the worship of God. For this purpose galleries were constructed around the walls of the temple, in which they had “chambers” (1 Kings 6:5).”
 
13.3. Although John’s was a miraculous birth, it was not a virgin birth. Zechariah returned home and Elizabeth become pregnant through natural means.

13.4. Because barrenness was a source of public disgrace, Elizabeth kept herself in seclusion until the time when the Lord’s removal of her disgrace was obvious to all.

13.5. Calvin: “Until this extraordinary work of God was manifest, she might hesitate to expose it to the diversified opinions of men, for the world frequently indulges in light, rash, and irreverent talking about the works of God. Another reason might be that, when she was all at once discovered to be pregnant, men might be more powerfully excited to praise God. [For, when the works of God show themselves gradually, in process of time we make less account of them than if the thing had been accomplished all at once, without our having ever heard of it — Fr.] It was not, therefore, on her own account, but rather with a view to others, that Elisabeth hid herself.

13.6. “Joy and relief are mixed together in Elizabeth. She appears to be preparing herself for what is ahead. God is powerfully at work again for Israel and for this righteous couple, who are learning anew what it is to trust God.
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