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Pastor Gene Giguere

The Gospel of Luke: Introduction

[Study Notes LK01]

1. Introduction to the Gospel of Luke:

1.1. The book of Luke is a masterpiece on a hundred levels. He is an evangelist, a historian, a doctor, an artist, a traveler, a missionary, a devoted friend and a great Christian.

1.2. Renan called his Gospel, “the most beautiful book in the world.”

1.3. “The Gospel according to Luke is the most complete account of the life of Jesus that has survived from the apostolic age. It was designed to be a full presentation of the career of the Savior from his birth to his ascension, and was part of a larger work including the book of Acts, which carried the history forward into the missionary activity of the church as far as the establishment of the Christian community in Rome.”

1.4. David Bock: “…virtually every unit in Luke’s Gospel challenges us to respond to Jesus…allowing Jesus’ ministry to reveal who He is, we come to see that He is more than just a messianic figure. Luke reveals this Jesus to us gradually, a progression we tend to miss since we are nearly two thousand years on the other side of these events and are already thoroughly familiar with his message from start to finish. Why did Jesus come? Luke tells us it was not only to die for sin, but also to form a people of God who, renewed by his Spirit, are able to serve Him in righteousness and holiness all of their days (Luke 1:73—75). He came to declare the initial realization of God’s promise, a promise made “in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms” (Luke 24:44). What did Jesus do? Luke explains how he revealed that the way to God is through the sinner’s recognition that one must turn to God for help. [Luke] also makes clear that the way of God is through Jesus. To show his power, Jesus preached the kingdom of God and the time of fulfillment (Luke 4:16—30; 11:14—23). He overcame nature, exorcised demons, healed from disease, and raised one from death to show he could overcome every type of enemy that opposes humanity (8:22—56). All the while he prepared his disciples for the journey of salvation by showing them that glory was reached only after suffering (9:21—27). What does Jesus want people to do? He calls sinners to repent (Luke 5:31—32), disciples to take up their cross daily as they follow him (9:23), and witnesses to take the message of repentance for the forgiveness of sins to all the nations (24:43—49). He promises the Spirit for the task, since many will reject their message. Still, they are called to love their enemies and pray for them (6:27—35). At the center of every step of activity in God’s plan stands Jesus. He is the one who is to be trusted with revealing God’s way. He is the one who calls disciples. He is the one who sends the Spirit. He is the one who brings God’s forgiveness (Luke 5:12—26; 7:36—50). The gospel is open to all, because Jesus is Lord of all. When Luke states that he wishes to reassure Theophilus (1:4), it is reassurance that Jesus is the source of divine blessing and that Theophilus has every right to embrace him as the bearer of God’s grace and promise. This Gospel also explains how Jesus came to be rejected by the Jewish leadership. It tells how the message of the gospel came to include all nations in its promise (Acts fills out this theme more completely). This Gospel tells the kind of people Jesus wants his followers to be and what kind of community he wants them to possess. It describes the role of many key women in that community, the ethical call of Jesus, the importance of prayer, the attitude of joy in the midst of rejection by the world, and the importance and prominence of the Spirit. At the center of everything is the activity of a gracious God who keeps his promises, vindicates his people, and accomplishes his word. Believers love this Gospel because it not only gives them Jesus’ teaching, especially in the form of parables, but it also reveals his involvement with people—especially sinners, the poor, and the rejected of society. The God of compassion shows himself fully in this Gospel. The God of the Bible shows himself the God of the world.”

2. Date:

2.1. There is much disagreement as to when the Gospel of Luke was written. Some argue an early date, others a much later date. 

2.2. “The evidence tends to point to the period of a.d. 65–85 for the composition of the Gospel of Luke.”

2.3. This dates both Luke and Acts after the Apostle Paul’s death in AD 62.
2.4. It is most likely that Luke and Acts were written about the same time. Primarily because Acts 1 looks back to Luke 24 and, Luke 24 anticipates Acts 1.

3. What is a Gospel?

3.1. The word gospel translates the Greek word euangelion  (), which simply means “good message” or “good news”.

3.1.1. Eu is a prefix that means “good.”

3.1.2. Angelion is the word from which we get angel. An angel, therefore, is simply a messenger.

3.2. The four gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) attempt to give the “good news” about the Lord Jesus Christ.

3.3. The word gospel is not in the original title of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. The titles of the four gospels are:

3.3.1.  (“According to Matthew”)
3.3.2.  (“According to Mark”)
3.3.3.  (“According to Luke”)
3.3.4.  (“According to John”)
3.4. It is important to note that these titles are not inspired, but were added by scholars.
3.5. The four so-called Gospels, therefore, are the four authorized biographies of the Lord Jesus Christ.
4. Who is Luke’s audience?

4.1. The four gospel writers presented four unique portraits of Christ to four unique audiences:

Gospel
Written to
Portrait of Christ
Represented by

Matthew
The Jews
The King of the Jews
Lion

Mark
The Romans
The Perfect Servant
Bull

Luke
The Gentiles (Greeks)
The Perfect Man
Man

John
All Mankind
God, the Son
Eagle

4.2. The four portraits of Christ as shown in the Gospel are seen in a number of passages:

4.2.1. Ezekiel 1:4-14

4.2.2. Revelation 4:1-9

4.3. Luke seeks to present Jesus as the perfect Man:

4.3.1. Perfection was very important to the Greeks. Socrates and Plato sought the Good, the True and the Beautiful.

4.3.2. Thus the humanity of Christ is in view throughout the Gospel.

4.3.3. The title “Son of Man” is used of Jesus 26 times in Luke.

4.4. How do we know that Luke’s audience is the Gentiles?

4.4.1. He relates his work to a Greco-Roman literary tradition (Luke 1:1–4). 
4.4.2. He is profoundly interested in the Gentile mission. 
4.4.3. He uses Greek and Roman terms when other Gospel writers use Hebrew:
· “teacher” for “rabbi
· “lawyer” for “scribe”
4.4.4. He refers to the Jews in the third person.
 

4.4.5. He substitutes Greek for Hebrew names:

· “Skull” for “Golgotha” 
·  “Zealot” for “Canaanite”

4.4.6. He feels the need to characterize demons as “unclean” or “wicked” (Luke 4:33, 8:2), because the Gentiles believed in “good” demons and “bad “demons, whereas the Jews believed all demons to be evil.

4.4.7. He uses the word “iniquity” (KJV) or “evildoers” (NASB) in Luke 13:27 (literally, injustice or unrighteousness - ),  whereas Matthew uses “lawlessness” () in the parallel passage (Matthew 7:23).
4.4.8. He does not use many of the common Hebrew or Aramaic words found in the other Gospels:

· Abba

· Gabbatha

· Emmanuel

· Ephphatha

· Corban

· Messiah

· Hosanna

4.4.9. Only 33 verses are given to the Sermon on the Mount, whereas Matthew gives 111.
4.4.10. The fulfillment of prophecy was of no interest to the Gentiles. Therefore, Luke has only five verses dedicated to it. (Luke 3:4, 4:21, 21;22, 22:37, and 24:44)
4.4.11. He offers many explanations that would not have been necessary to a Jew:
· “Capernaum, a city Galilee…” (Luke 4:31)
· “The country of the Gadarenes, which is over against Galilee…” (Luke 8:26)

· “The mount that is called the Mount of olives…” (Luke 21:37)

· “The feast of unleavened bread – which is called the Passover…” (Luke 22:1)

· Arimathaea, a city of the Jews…” (Luke 23:51)

· “Emmaus, which was about seven miles from Jerusalem.” (Luke 24:13)
4.4.12. The genealogy of Jesus found in Luke is traced from Adam (the father of the human race), not from Abraham (the father of the Jews) as with Matthew.
4.4.13. The book itself is addressed to a Greek, Theophilus! (Luke 1:3; Acts 1:1) 

5. Special characteristics of the Gospel:

5.1. The Gospel of Luke displays a keen interest in individuals, social outcasts, women, children, and social relationships, especially situations involving poverty or wealth. 

5.2. His Gospel has a special stress on prayer and the Holy Spirit, which results in a striking note of joyfulness and praise. These features tell us something about Luke as a person and his understanding of Christianity.

5.3. Luke alone records:

5.3.1. The history of Zechariah and Elizabeth

5.3.2. The angel’s announcement to the Virgin Mary

5.3.3. The conversion of Zacchaeus

5.3.4. The two thieves

5.3.5. The conversion of the thief on the cross

5.3.6. The walk to Emmaus

5.3.7. The story of the rich man and Lazarus

5.3.8. The call of the Apostle Peter

5.3.9. The anointing of Jesus by the sinner

5.3.10. The mission of the seventy

5.3.11. The story of Martha and Mary

5.3.12. The signs of the times

5.3.13. The conditions of discipleship

5.3.14. The questioning of John the Baptist by the people

5.3.15. Jesus weeping over Jerusalem

5.3.16. The appearance of Jesus’ sweat in the Garden of Gethsemane being like blood

5.3.17. Pilate sending Jesus to Herod

5.3.18. Jesus’ words to the women who followed Him to the cross

5.3.19. Jesus prayer for Peter (22:31-32)

5.4. Luke records seven unique occasions where Jesus prayed (3:21, 5:16, 6:12, 9:18, 9:29, 11:1, 23:34, 46).

5.5. Six miracles are unique to Luke:

5.5.1. The miracle of the fishes (5:1-11)

5.5.2. The miracle of raising the widow’s son (7:11-17)

5.5.3. The miracle of healing the woman with a spirit of infirmity (13:10-17)

5.5.4. The miracle of healing the man with dropsy (14:1-6)

5.5.5. The miracle of cleansing the ten lepers (17:11-19)

5.5.6. The miracle of healing Malchus’ ear (22:49-51)

5.6. Eighteen parables of the Lord are only found in Luke:

5.6.1. The parable of the two debtors

5.6.2. The parable of the good Samaritan

5.6.3. The parable of the friend at midnight

5.6.4. The parable of the rich fool

5.6.5. The parable of the watching servants

5.6.6. The parable of the faithful steward

5.6.7. The parable of the barren fig tree

5.6.8. The parable of the chief seats

5.6.9. The parable of the great supper

5.6.10. The parable of the unfinished tower

5.6.11. The parable of the unwaged war

5.6.12. The parable of the lost coin

5.6.13. The parable of the prodigal son and the elder brother

5.6.14. The parable of the unjust steward

5.6.15. The parable of the unprofitable servants

5.6.16. The parable of the unrighteous judge

5.6.17. The parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector

5.6.18. The parable of the money usage

5.7. Imagine how much poorer we’d be without Luke’s contribution!

6. What is the purpose of Luke’s Gospel?

6.1. Luke’s purpose has been called:
6.1.1. Apologetic (to defend Christianity to Rome…or…to defend God’s actions)
6.1.2. Evangelistic (to engender faith among non-Christians)
6.1.3. Anti-heretical (to combat Gnosticism)
6.1.4. Didactic (to teach Christians what to believe and how to act).

6.2. Simply put, to disciple one man, Theophilus. (Luke 1:3)

7. A Profile of Luke:

7.1. Luke is the Anglicized version of the Greek name Loukas Lucanus in Latin).
7.2. Although the book does not actually bear his name, Church history is unified in attributing this Gospel to Luke.
7.3. Luke was probably born in Antioch and was therefore Syrian, a gentile. 

7.3.1. Scofield claims that he was a Jew, but provides no proof. 

7.3.2. An ancient reading of the Acts 11:27-28a (Codex Bezae) says: “Now at this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. And one of them [rather than “one of us”] named Agabus stood up and began to indicate...” The way Luke uses “one of them” seems to indicate that he considered himself one of citizens of Antioch.

7.3.3. Eusebius speaks of “Luke being by birth of those from Antioch.”

7.3.4. Jerome calls the evangelist “Luke the physician of Antioch.”

7.3.5. A number of passages reveal that Luke was well aquatinted with the city (Acts 11:19-27; 13:1; 14:19, 21, 26; 15:22-13, 30, 35; 18:22).

7.4. Paul seems to indicate that Luke was a Gentile (Colossians 4:11) and a physician (Colossians 4:14): 
7.4.1. That Luke was a physician is supported, but not necessarily proved, by the interest he shows in medical matters (Luke 4:38; 5:12; and 8:43). 
7.4.2. Again, Jerome refers to him as “Luke the physician of Antioch.”

7.4.3. From his education in medicine, Luke would have had only three choices: Alexandria, Athens and Tarsus. 

· He very likely attended the School of Tarsus.

· This school was unequalled in the study of philosophy and literature at the time.

· There, “Luke would receive a good classical education, and would study medicine."

· There is no question that Paul attended the university there:

· Acts 9:11: Paul is called a “man from Tarsus named Saul.”

· Acts 11:25: “And [Barnabas] he left for Tarsus to look for Saul.”

· According to Scroggie, “It is quiet likely that he [Paul] and Luke were contemporary students, and that then and there began their life-long friendship.”

7.4.4. He seems to have certainly practiced medicine in Malta. 

· Acts 28:8: “And it came about that the father of Publius was lying in bed afflicted with recurrent fever and dysentery; and Paul went in to see him and after he had prayed, he laid his hands on him and healed [ - to heal or to cure] him.”

· But the next verse, Acts 28:9, says: “And after this had happened, the rest of the people on the island who had diseases were coming to him and getting cured [ - to heal through medical treatment].”

7.4.5. Scroggie also contends that, “Probably, he [Luke] saved Paul’s life in the frequent attacks of malaria which the Apostle had.”

7.4.6. We can see his medical bent in a number of passages:

Dr. Luke’s Careful Attention to Detail

The Woman with the Blood Issue
Mark 5:25-26: “And a woman who had had a hemorrhage for twelve years, and had endured much at the hands of many physicians, and had spent all that she had and was not helped at all, but rather had grown worse.”
Luke 8:43: “And a woman who had a hemorrhage for twelve years, and could not be healed by anyone [i.e., had an incurable disease].”

Analysis:
Mark emphasizes the doctor’s inadequacies.
Dr. Luke emphasizes the incurable nature of the disease.

The Healing of Peter’s Mother-in-law’s Fever
Mark 1:30: “Now Simon’s mother-in-law was lying sick with a fever…”

Matthew 8:14-15: “And when Jesus had come to Peter’s home, He saw his mother-in-law lying sick in bed with a fever. And He touched her hand, and the fever left her; and she arose, and waited on Him.
Luke 4:38-39: “And He arose and left the synagogue, and entered Simon’s home. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever; and they made request of Him on her behalf. And standing over her, He rebuked the fever, and it left her; and she immediately arose and waited on them.

Analysis:
Matthew and Mark simply mention the fever.
Dr. Luke is careful to note the degree of the fever.

The Healing of the Leper
Matthew 8:2: “And behold, a leper came to Him, and bowed down to Him, saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.”

Mark 1:40: “And a leper came to Him, beseeching Him and falling on his knees before Him, and saying to Him, “If You are willing, You can make me clean.””
Luke 5:12: “And it came about that while He was in one of the cities, behold, there was a man full of leprosy; and when he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and implored Him, saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.”

Analysis:
Matthew and Mark simply note that the man was “a leper”.
Dr. Luke carefully notes the degree of the man’s leprosy.

The Healing of the Man with the Withered Hand
Matthew 12:10a: “And behold, there was a man with a withered hand.”

Mark 3:1: “And He entered again into a synagogue; and a man was there with a withered hand.”
Luke 6:6: “And it came about on another Sabbath, that He entered the synagogue and was teaching; and there was a man there whose right hand was withered.”

Analysis:
Mathew and Mark simply note that the man had a withered hand.
Dr. Luke pays attention to the fact that it was the man’s right hand that was withered.

The Severing of the High Priest’s Ear
Matthew 26:51: “And behold, one of those who were with Jesus reached and drew out his sword, and struck the slave of the high priest, and cut off his ear.”

Mark 14:47: “But a certain one of those who stood by drew his sword, and struck the slave of the high priest, and cut off his ear.”
Luke 22:50: “And a certain one of them struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear.”

Analysis:
Matthew and Mark only mention that the man’s ear was cut off.
Dr. Luke records which one was cut off – the right ear.

7.5. Luke was Paul’s companion on many occasions. The "we" passages of Acts disclose that Luke:
7.5.1. Irenaeus (fl. c. 182-188), the Bishop of Lyons in southern France, pupil of Polycarp, and one of the most important Christian writers of the second century, wrote: “Luke also, the companion of Paul, recorded in a book the gospel preached by him [Paul].”

7.5.2. Athanasius (c. 295–373), the Bishop of Alexandria, Egypt, wrote that Luke’s Gospel was basically dictated by Paul. But this is probably too simplistic.

7.5.3. “Origen called Luke “the Gospel commended by Paul.” If Mark was the “interpreter” of Peter, Tertullian wrote, Luke was the “illuminator” of the Apostle Paul.”

7.5.4. Luke joined Paul’s company at Troas and sailed with them to Macedonia (Acts 16:10–11). 

7.5.5. He accompanied Paul as far as Philippi (16:25–17:1) At this point, Luke switches to the third person they. The first person we does not reappear until Paul returns to Philippi at the end of his third journey (20:6) From this we might assume that Luke spent the intervening time (seven or eight years) in or around Philippi.

7.5.6. Luke rejoined Paul when the Apostle returned to Philippi (Acts 20:5-15). 

7.5.7. As the we portions of Acts continue, we see that Luke:

· Remained with Paul during his journey to Jerusalem (20:6–21:18);

· Stayed with Philip at Caesarea (Acts 21:1-18). 

· Luke then journeyed with Paul on his way to Jerusalem.

· After Paul’s two-year imprisonment in Caesarea, Luke sailed with him to Rome (Acts 27:1-28:16):

· Was Paul’s companion enroute to  Rome (27:1); 

· Shared in Paul’s shipwreck (28:2);

· And finally reached Rome via Syracuse and Puteoli (28:12–16). 

7.5.8. According to the epistles he continued to be one of Paul’s “fellow workers” until the end of his first imprisonment (Philemon 24; Colossians 4:14). 

7.5.9. The last scriptural record of Luke - the “beloved physician” - shows him remaining faithful to Paul in the midst of widespread defection:

· 2 Timothy 4:11-15: “Make every effort to come to me soon; for Demas, having loved this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me. Pick up Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for service. But Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus. When you come bring the cloak which I left at Troas with Carpus, and the books, especially the parchments. Alexander the coppersmith did me much harm; the Lord will repay him according to his deeds.  Be on guard against him yourself, for he vigorously opposed our teaching.” 

7.6. Luke was not an eyewitness or immediate disciple of the Lord (Luke 1:2). Luke states that he had carried out extensive research and had written an orderly account about Jesus.

7.7. Tradition, as far back as the 6th century, has held that Luke was also a painter. In the 13th century he was made the patron saint of painters. Dr. W.N. Simcox says that, ‘he is the father of Christian art, from the Good Shepherd wrought on chalices, or in the catacombs of the second and third centuries, through the Madonna’s and Holy Families of the Middle Ages, down to Michelangelo’s ‘Conversion of St. Paul,’ and Raphael’s ‘Deliverance of St. Peter.’”
 
7.8. Tradition since the time of Gregory of Nazianzus has held that Luke died a martyr, although some reported that he died a natural death slip in. 

7.9. Where he died, no one knows for sure. One thing is certain: he did not die in Rome with Paul, for his writings were written later.

7.10. According to tradition, Luke died at the age of eighty-four.
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