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Pastor Gene Giguere

The Process of the Hardening of the Heart:

Exegesis of Ephesians 4:17-21 and Romans 1:21-25

(HEB03)

1) The process of hardening the heart is described in Ephesians 4:17-21:

a) This I say therefore, and affirm [explain and testify] together with the Lord, that you [every church age believer] walk [present active infinitive of = expresses command] no longer just as [] the [unsaved] Gentiles also walk, in the futility [  vacuity, aimlessness, leading to no end, emptiness, futility, purposelessness, transitoriness] of their mind [= mind, reasoning capacity], being darkened [blackout; perfect, passive, participle, masculine, plural, nominative of  ; the periphrastic construction denotes on going action] in their understanding [= the ability to think through a thing], excluded [  = dissociated, estranged, alienated; dissociation from the spiritual life is called death in Romans 8:6] from the life [ = used of spiritual life/eternal life, as in John 6:63b: “the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life.”] of [genitive = from] God [who designed it; the spiritual life is designed by the Father, pioneered by the Son, and empowered by the Spirit & the Word], because of the ignorance [ = lack of illumination of truth] that is in them, because of the hardness [ = used by Hippocrites as a medical term for ‘a covering with a callous,’ i.e. scar tissue; it means dullness, insensibility, obstinacy] of their heart []; and they, having become callous [hapaxlogomena; perfect, active, participle of  = to cease to feel pain for, to languish, to be past feeling - even right feeling; the sense is that they have lost the ability to blush, see Jeremiah 6:15: ““Were they ashamed because of the abomination they have done? They were not even ashamed at all; they did not even know how to blush. Therefore they shall fall among those who fall; at the time that I punish them, they shall be cast down,” says the Lord.” (also Jeremiah 8:12); here it means that the conscience has become seared and can no longer feel the healthy pang of wrong done, cf. 1 Timothy 4:2], have given themselves over [ = to hand over, give over, deliver, entrust, turn over, to give up a person (esp. of the betrayal of Jesus by Judas - Matthew 26:15, Mark 14:10, Luke 22:4, 6; John 19:11), commend, commit, allow, permit ] to sensuality, for the practice of every kind of impurity [ = the opposite of cathartic, impurity, dirt, refuse, of the contents of graves causing ceremonial impurity (Matthew 23:27, cf. Numbers 19:13), immorality, viciousness (esp. of sexual sins with  - 2 Corinthians 12:21; Galatians 5:19; Colossians 3:5; Ephesians 5:3), of impure motive] with greediness [ = an insatiable craving, greediness, insatiability, avarice, covetousness, lit. ‘an insatiable desire to have more’]. But you did not learn Christ in this way [i.e., ‘you didn’t learn that from doctrine!’], if indeed you have [lit., ‘in as much as you have’] heard [second person, plural, aorist, active, indicative of ; the aorist is ingressive = ‘began to hear…’] Him and have been taught in Him, just as truth [doctrine - John 17:11, 14:16, 1 Corinthians 2:16] is in Jesus…”

b) The process of dissociation from the spiritual life, then, is as follows:

i) =  vacuity

ii) = darkening or blackout

iii)   = dissociation from the spiritual life through ignorance of truth

iv)  = hardening of the heart, scar tissue, insensibility

v)  = past feeling, inability to blush, loss of a sense of shame, the conscience is seared

vi)  = self-betrayal, to permit to hand over

vii)  = every kind of filthiness, the opposite of cathartic, immorality, viciousness, impurity of motive

viii) = utter insatiability

2) Romans 1:21-25 uses the same kind of progression to document the unbeliever’s spiral into evil:

a) “For even though they [gentile unbelievers] knew [aorist, active, participle of  = to come to know, recognize or perceive; a reference to general revelation] God, they did not honor [third person, plural, aorist active indicative of ] Him as God, or give thanks [third person, plural aorist active, indicative of ]; but they became futile [third person, plural, aorist, active, indicative of  = to make vacuous, empty] in their speculations [ = thinking through, thought, opinion, reasoning, design], and their foolish [ = senseless, foolish, implying a lack of high moral quality, without understanding; the positive form of the word is = intelligent, sagacious, wise, with good sense; this word is not used of spiritual intelligence, but natural intelligence - so the hearts of these men were devoid of even natural sense and intelligence; for usage see Matthew 11:25, Luke 10:21, and 1 Corinthians 1:19] heart [] was darkened [blackout; third person, singular, aorist, passive, indicative of ]. Professing [ = to assert, claim, or affirm] to be wise [ = clever, skillful, experienced, wise, learned of human intelligence and education above the average, related to philosophy], they became fools [third person, plural, aorist, active, indicative of  = make foolish, show to be foolish, become tasteless, insipid of salt], and exchanged [third person, plural, aorist, active, indicative of  = change, alter, of the change in the bodily condition of the Christian on the Last Day be changed (1 Corinthians 15:51f), of the change to be wrought by Christ in the heavens when the world is destroyed (Hebrews 1:12, Psalm 101:27), of changing clothes] the glory [] of the incorruptible [masculine, singular, genitive of  = imperishable, incorruptible, immortal; it is used of the Blood of Christ in 1 Peter 1:18] God for an image [image, likeness; used of the ‘image of the beast in Revelation 13:14f; 14:9, 11; 15:2; 16:2; 19:20; 20:4] in the form of corruptible [ = perishable, subject to decay or destruction] of man [masculine, genitive, singular of  = of a man] and of birds [neuter, plural, genitive of  = of birds] and four-footed animals [four-footed, quadruped] and crawling creatures [neuter, plural, genitive of = reptile, a creeping thing]. Therefore God gave them over [third person, singular, aorist, active, indicative of  = to hand over] in the lusts [feminine, plural, dative of  = desire, longing, craving] of their hearts [] to impurity [feminine, singular, accusative of  = the opposite of cathartic, impurity, dirt, refuse], that their bodies [ = body of man or animal, dead body, corpse] might be dishonored [ = dishonor, treat shamefully, insult someone; used of Christ in the LXX “He was dishonored and despised.” (Isaiah 53:3)] among them. For they exchanged [third person, plural, aorist, active, indicative of ] the truth of God [ = ‘the truth of the God’; reference to the Word of God (John 17:17)] for a lie [ = the lie], and worshipped [third person, plural, aorist, passive, indicative of to fear, specifically to have reverential awe] and served [ = to serve, only of the carrying out of religious duties, especially of a cultic nature, by human beings] the creature [ = creation, the act or the result] rather than [ = from beside, by the side of, by, beside] the Creator [= to build or create], who is blessed [ worthy of praise and glorification, spoken well of] forever [ time, age, a very long time, eternity, in perpetuity, for evermore]. Amen.”

b) So the progression is:

i)  = they knew God existed

ii)  = they did not glorify Him

iii)  = they became vacuous or empty in their reasoning processes

iv)  their senseless hearts were darkened or blacked-out

v)  = they asserted that they were of above average human intelligence

vi)  = they became foolish and tasteless

vii)  = they exchanged the incorruptible for the corruptible

viii) . . .  = God handed them over to their cravings

ix)  . . .  = their bodies are shamefully treated because of the filth that they embrace

x)  = they bought the lie

A Comparison of the Greek Words and Their Usage

	Greek
	Transliteration
	Definition
	Eph
	Rom

	
	mat-ai-o-tes
	vacuity, aimlessness, leading to no end, emptiness, futility, purposelessness, transitoriness
	4:17
	1:21

	
	sko-to-o
	darkening, blackout
	4:18
	1:21

	  
	a-pal-lo-tri-o-o
	alienated, dissociation from the spiritual life
	4:18
	

	
	po-ro-sis
	used by Hippocrites as a medical term for ‘a covering with a callous,’ i.e. scar tissue; it means dullness, insensibility, obstinacy
	4:18
	

	
	a-pal-ge-o
	to cease to feel pain for, to be past feeling - even right feeling; the sense is that they have lost the ability to blush, the conscience has become seared and can no longer feel the healthy pang of wrong done
	4:19
	

	 
	pa-ra-di-do-mi
	to hand over, give over, deliver, entrust, turn over, to give up a person (of the betrayal of Jesus), commend, commit, allow, permit
	4:19
	1:24

	
	a-ka-thar-si-a
	opposite of cathartic, impurity, dirt, refuse, of the contents of graves, immorality, viciousness (esp. sexual sins w/ ), impure motives
	4:19
	1:24

	
	ple-o-nex-i-a
	insatiable craving, greediness, insatiability, avarice, covetousness, ‘an insatiable desire to have more’
	4:19
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