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Pastor Gene Giguere

Judas Iscariot and the Process of Deception

 (Study Sheet GS006)

1. Judas was the son of Simon Iscariot (John 6:71, 13:26).  Some scholars believe that the name Iscariot is from an Aramaic word meaning ‘false one.’

2. Judas was numbered among the original twelve Apostles (Matthew 10:2-4, Mark 3:13-19, Luke 6:13-16).

2.1. Jesus’ decision to choose Judas was a conscious one covered with an entire night of prayer to the Father (Luke 6:12-13).

2.2. Jesus was well aware that Judas would be His betrayer (John 6:70).

2.3. Jesus had a two-fold purpose in calling the Apostles:

2.3.1. That they might be with Him, and

2.3.2. That He might send them out to preach with delegated authority (Mark 3:13-19).

2.4. The Apostles numbered twelve - one for each of the twelve tribes of Israel which rejected Jesus. This seems to signify that He was choosing for Himself a new instrument with which to reach the world with the gospel.

3. After delivering a sermon that was hard to hear, Jesus announced that one of His Apostles is a devil [Greek, a slanderer]. He was referring to Judas (John 6:70-71).

3.1. This is the first hint that Jesus would be betrayed by one of His own. It was made more than a year before the Crucifixion.

3.2. As a result of Jesus’ message, many who had followed Him followed Him no more (John 6:66). Judas, however, remained to betray Him.

3.3. Although both Peter and Judas betrayed Jesus, there are important differences between the two incidences:

Peter
Judas

Saw Jesus as an end
Saw Jesus as a means

Betrayed out of impulse
Betrayed by choice

Motivated by fear
Motivated by greed/money

3.4. Judas had the same opportunity as the other eleven to know and serve Jesus.

3.5. Note that Jesus chose the twelve (John 6:70-71), i.e., it was a conscious decision and His betrayal did not catch Him off guard.

3.6. The word devil is only used three times in the New Testament when not referring to Satan himself. The other two uses of the word in John refer unmistakably to Satan.

4. Judas Iscariot was appointed as the group’s treasurer, yet he was dishonest and often stole from the moneybag (John 12:6, 13:29).

· Money appears to have been a chief priority in the betrayal of the Master: “‘What are you willing to give me to deliver Him up to you?’ And they weighed out to him thirty pieces of silver. And from then on he began looking for a good opportunity to betray Him.” (Matthew 26:15-16)

5. When Jesus was anointed by Mary at Bethany, Judas - among others - bitterly complained at the waste of such costly perfume (Matthew 26:6-13, Mark 14:3-9, John 12:1-8). While some present were obviously motivated by concern for the poor, Judas’ motive was purely selfish (John 12:6).

5.1. This took place six days before the crucifixion.

5.2. There were two anointings:

5.2.1. In Galilee, recorded by Luke (7:36-50):

· The ‘woman’ is called a ‘sinner.’

· The host is a Pharisee.

· The host is critical of the woman.

5.2.2. In Bethany, recorded in Mark, Luke and John:

· The ‘woman’ was ‘Mary,’ Lazarus’ sister.

· The host was ‘Simon the Leper.’

· The disciples, led by Judas, were the ones critical of Mary.

5.3. Contrary to popular belief, John never says that this took place at Lazarus’ house.

5.4. The ‘nard’ is from the root of the nard plant native to India. It was extremely costly; this amount constituted a workingman’s yearly salary (John 12:3).

5.5. It was probably extracted from a long-necked alabaster flask by snapping off the thin neck and pouring out the contents.

5.6. Who exactly complained at the Bethany anointing?

5.6.1. Matthew: ‘the disciples’

5.6.2. Mark: ‘some of those present’

5.6.3. John: ‘Judas’

5.7. Apparently none of them understood the significance of the unique event they were observing.

5.8. Whatever Judas’ motivation was, at least some of those present were motivated by righteous indignation and concern for the poor.

5.9. Jesus remarked that their opportunities to express love and devotion toward Him were running out; opportunities to help the poor would continue to exist.

5.10. Guests usually reclined on divans with their head near the table and their feet away from it. This would make the anointing very easy to accomplish.

6. Through a process of deception, Judas eventually turned his will completely over to the Devil.

6.1. It was Satan himself who “put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, to betray Him” (John 13:2).

6.2. There is no question as to the fact that Judas was possessed by Satan (Luke 22:3, John 13:27).

6.3. By the time of the Last Supper, Judas had completely given over sovereignty of his soul to the Devil; he no longer had a choice in the matter (John 13:27).

7. Judas began bargaining with the religious leadership and agreed to betray Jesus for thirty pieces of silver (Matthew 26:14-16, Mark 14:10-11, Luke 22:3-6).

7.1. This was a fulfillment of prophecy (Exodus 21:32, Zechariah 11:12-13).

7.2. What motivated Judas to such treachery?

7.2.1. Perhaps he began to feel that Jesus was acting less and less regal and more and more like a defeatist on his way to an early death. He may have sought to distance himself from the impending trouble that would certainly befall the group (and maybe make a little money at the same time)!

7.2.2. He may have been wounded from Jesus’ rebuke at the anointing at Bethany (John 12:1-8).

7.2.3. Pure greed (Matthew 26:15-16).

7.3. Thirty pieces of silver was a paltry amount:

7.3.1. According to the Jewish Law, it was the price that one would have to pay to compensate for a slave that had been accidentally gored to death by an ox (Exodus 21:32).

7.3.2. Because both Judas and the Pharisees lightly esteemed Jesus, the price decided upon was small.

7.4. Mark tells us that the Pharisees had been looking for a ‘sly way’ to arrest Jesus and avoid a riot (14:1-2), they were therefore delighted to find Judas so willing to betray his Master (14:11).

7.5. It was Judas, not the religious leaders, who took the initiative to betray Jesus!

7.6. Luke tells us that, in betraying Jesus, Judas was careful to avoid crowds (22:6).

7.7. Traitors have always been among the most despised members of society (i.e., The Devil and Daniel Webster).

8. The imminence of Christ’s betrayal permeated the atmosphere of the Last Supper (Matthew 26:20-25, Mark 14:18-21, Luke 22:21-23, John 13:2, 10, 11, 18, 21-30).

8.1. In this context, Jesus declares that not all of His Apostles were ‘clean’ [i.e., ‘saved’] (John 13:10-11, 18).

8.2. Matthew 26:20-25:

8.2.1. Each of the Apostles including Judas take their turn asking, “Surely not I, Lord.”

8.2.2. Jesus’ answer to Judas was truthful, but would not remove the ambiguity: “You have said it” (i.e., “If you say so!”).

8.2.3. The ‘one who dipped his hand’ was not a sign. All of them had done this. It simply meant that a close friend would betray the Master.

8.3. Mark 14:17-21:

8.3.1. “One of you!” came like a bolt out of the blue. Is it even possible? Yet He who cannot lie had said it!

8.3.2. According to Middle Eastern custom, to betray some​one that you had eaten with was the highest form of treachery.

8.3.3. The disclosure caused all of the disciples to question their own moral strength and they all began to ask if they were the one who would betray Him.

8.3.4. The prophecy of Psalm 41:9 enters in here: “Even my close friend, in whom I trusted, who ate my bread, has lifted up his heel against me.”

8.4. Luke 22:21-23:

8.4.1. In 22:34, Jesus announces that Peter will deny Him three times. Do the other Apostles think that Peter is the scoundrel?

8.5. John 13:30:

8.5.1. “And it was night.” Judas stepped once-and-for-all into the darkness from the presence of Jesus, who is the light (John 1:4-5).

8.5.2. Luke 22:53: “...but this is your hour and the power of darkness.”

9. Jesus, identified by Judas’ kiss, was arrested (Matthew 26:47-56, Mark 14:43-50, Luke 22:47-53, cf. John 18:3-12).

9.1. The kiss was a prearranged symbol of identification. The olive grove would be dark which could make positive identification difficult.

9.2. Judas may have first led the arrest party to the Upper Room and, finding it empty, led them to the olive grove where Jesus and the Apostles spent much time.

9.3. Judas’ greeting (“Greeting, Rabbi!”) was meant for the crowd; Jesus’ greeting (“Friend!”) was meant for Judas alone (Matthew 26:49-50).

9.4. The arrest party was armed with clubs and swords; perhaps they expected resistance (Matthew 26:47, Mark 14:43, 48, John 18:3).

9.5. Judas broke with longstanding protocol by speaking before his Master. All ties of respect were utterly gone (Matthew 26:49-50; Mark 14:45).

9.6. Greek word for ‘kiss’ is a compound word - kata + phileo - and is emphatic. It can, therefore, mean any of the following:

9.6.1. A passionate kiss,

9.6.2. A repetitive kiss, or

9.6.3. A prolonged kiss.

9.7. Note again: Jesus was not taken by surprise! He could easily have escaped — which reinforces the concept that no man took His life, but He freely laid it down (John 18:3-12 cf. John 10:11, 17-18).

9.8. Jesus calmly confronted His captors, which thoroughly unnerved them (John 18:4-8).

10. Judas, filled with remorse, returned the blood money to the chief priests in an attempt to undo his treachery. When they rejected it, he threw it onto the temple floor and ran out (Matthew 27:3-10).

10.1. The chief priests used the money to buy a burial field for strangers (Matthew 27:7). Since the field was purchased with Judas’ money, he -  in effect - bought it (Acts 1:18).

10.2. These events were the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy (Zechariah 11:12-13, Matthew 27:9-10).

10.3. Judas was not saved! He “felt remorse” (Greek, metamelomai), but never experienced a true “change of mind” about who Christ is (Greek = Metanoeo).

10.3.1. Metamelomai simply implies an emotional response, not a thoughtful acknowledgment of one’s need for salvation. 

10.3.2. For a further discussion of these words see: Thayer, J.H. The New Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament, Hendrickson Publishers: Peabody, Ma., 1981, p.405 (under ‘metamelomai’).

11. Judas committed suicide after a pseudo—repentance (Matthew 27:3-5, cf. Acts 1:18-19).

11.1. How did he die?

11.1.1. According to Matthew: “...he went away and hanged himself” (27:5).

11.1.2. According to Acts: “...falling headlong, he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out” (Acts 1:18).

11.1.3. How are these two accounts reconciled? There are two good possibilities:

· Since he hanged himself during the Feast of Unleavened Bread, no Jew would have wanted to defile himself by burying a body. His body would have been left hanging, would have decomposed quickly in the hot sun and would have fallen onto the rocks below to its messy end.

· He may have hanged himself from a branch stretched over a ravine. If the branch broke either during or after the suicide it would have plunged him to his messy end.

12. Matthias was chosen by the other Apostles to replace Judas (Acts 1:20, 25-26). However, Matthias was not God’s choice.  Matthias is never mentioned again. God had chosen Saul of Tarsus (Paul) to replace Judas as the twelfth Apostle (Acts 9:15-16, Romans 1:1, 1 Corinthians 1:1, 2 Corinthians 1:1, Galatians 1:1, Ephesians 1:1, Colossians 1:1, 1 Timothy 1:1, 2 Timothy 1:1, Titus 1:1).
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