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Pastor Gene Giguere

The Old Testament Big Picture: A Survey

(CWS06 & 07)

1. Adam and Eve were created by God and given dominion over the earth. They were told to be fruitful and to multiply. (Genesis 1:26-30)

2. By an act of their own will against God’s command, Adam and Eve ate of the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge and Evil and died spiritually (instantly) and physically (eventually). (Genesis 3, 5:5) Adam and Eve, now fallen, produced a race of fallen people after their own kind. All humans are therefore sinners and in need of a Savior. (Romans 5:12)

3. The promise of a Savior was given to Adam and Eve. In theology, this is called the protoevangelium (the first proclamation of the Good News). (Genesis 3:15)

4. Cain killed his brother Abel. This, the first murder in human history, like all murder, was motivated by Satan. (Genesis 4:8-10; John 8:44b; 1 John 3:12)

5. Because of a satanic plot to corrupt humanity in which angels (“sons of God”) interbred with woman (“daughters of men”), God destroyed the earth with a universal flood. He spared only Noah, his wife and six others. (Genesis 6:1-8:4; 1 Peter 3:20; 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6-7)

6. Man’s attempt to reach heaven by his own strength and ingenuity was put down by God in two ways: (1) He destroyed the Tower of Babel and (2) He confused the languages. (Genesis 11:1-9)

7. God called Abram of Ur (later renamed Abraham) to leave his home and follow the Lord to a place that He would show him. God promised to make Abram the father of a new and great nation. That nation would be the nation of Israel. (Genesis 12:1-3)

Major Geographical Movement #1: Ur to Haran to Canaan

Around 2000 b.c., Abraham moved his family from Ur in lower Mesopotamia northwest to Haran and eventually southwest into the land of Canaan (see Genesis 11:27-12:9). Locate these places on a Bible map for this time period (most likely in the back of your Bible) to follow the flow of the Old Testament.

8. The Jewish line flows through Abraham’s boy Isaac and through Isaac’s boy Jacob (who was later renamed Israel). (Genesis 17:15-19, 21:1-8, 32:24-29)

9. God destroyed two cites of the ancient world – Sodom and Gomorrah – with fire and brimstone from heaven for their wickedness – predominately, homosexuality. (Genesis 19:1-29)

10. Jacob (Israel) had twelve sons through four wives. These twelve sons became the fathers of the twelve tribes (or families) of Israel. (Genesis 35:22b-26)

11. Joseph, one of Israel’s twelve children, was sold into slavery by his brothers and brought into the land of Egypt. After a long period of undeserved suffering, Joseph eventually prospered and was made second-in-command to the Pharaoh of Egypt. (Genesis 37, 41:1-44)

12. Famine in the land of Canaan, where Jacob and his remaining eleven children lived, necessitated the brothers to travel to Egypt and ask for help from Egypt. They had to face their brother whom they had so poorly treated. Joseph, however, dealt graciously with his brothers. Thus the entire nation of Israel moved from Canaan to Egypt. (Genesis 42:1-8, 46:1-7)

Major Geographical Movement #2: Canaan to Egypt

Around 1875 b.c., Jacob (also called Israel) and his family migrated to Egypt to escape famine in the land of Canaan. Thus they were regathered to their brother Joseph (see Genesis 37:38, 47:1-34). Locate these places on a Bible map for this time period to follow the flow of the Old Testament.

13. A new Pharaoh arose over Egypt who “knew not Joseph.” Motivated by fear of the large population of Jews in the land (now over 2,000,000), he (1) ordered that all Jewish male babies be killed at birth and (2) the nation of Israel become slaves. (Exodus 1:9-2:2)

14. Moses was born under the Pharaoh’s decree to kill the Hebrew boys at birth. The child was hidden and then sent off into the river in a basket. The basket was found by Pharaoh’s daughter who took the child as her own and saved his life.  He was raised in Pharaoh’s court and was in line for the throne. One day, however, he defended an injustice against a Jew and killed an Egyptian. He fled to the land of Midian in fear for his life. (Exodus 2:1-22)

15. God appeared to Moses in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush and commissioned him as the one who would deliver the children of Israel from Egyptian bondage. (Exodus 3)

16. Moses returned to Egypt (Exodus 4:18-23) and confronted Pharaoh. Pharaoh, predictably, refused to release the Israelites. God then sent ten plagues upon the land of Egypt (Exodus 7-10), culminating in the ultimate plague: the death of every firstborn son of Egypt, from Pharaoh’s own son down to that of the slave girl. (Exodus 11:1-11, 12:29-30)  The Lord, however, passed over any home that had applied the blood of a lamb to the two doorposts and lintel of their house. (Exodus 12:7, 12-13)  Thus, the Passover was instituted. (Exodus 12:17-28)

17. Pharaoh, in utter defeat, finally permitted the Israelites to leave Egypt hastily (Exodus 12:31-36). But God hardened Pharaoh’s heart and he pursued them to the brink of the Red Sea to cut them down. (Exodus 14:1-9)  God delivered the children of Israel by opening the Red Sea. Then, he closed it over Pharaoh’s army. (Exodus 14:13-31)

Major Geographical Movement #3: Egypt to the Promised Land

Around 1445 b.c., over two million Jews left the bondage of Egypt and began a journey to the Promised Land, the land of Canaan (see Exodus 12:40-41; Joshua 1:1-9; Galatians 3:17). Locate these places on a Bible map for this time period to follow the flow of the Old Testament.

18. The Lord provided for Israel miraculously as they traveled: He gave them manna (bread from heaven) and water from a rock when they had none. (Exodus 16-17; Numbers 11:4-9).

19. At Sinai, The Lord gave the Law to Moses, which included the Ten Commandments. (Exodus 19:16-31:18)

20. The Children of Israel were, however, faithless and disobeyed God. They were therefore made to wander in the wilderness for a period of forty years before they could enter into the land that God had promised to them. (Exodus 16:35; Numbers 13-14:38, esp. 14:30-38)

21. At Meribah, Moses, angry at the people’s faithlessness, struck the rock twice instead of once. The striking of the rock was a picture of how the Lord Jesus Christ would be stricken once for the sins of the world. (Deuteronomy 32:1-31; 2 Samuel 22:2-3, 47, Psalm 18:2, 31, 46; Isaiah 26:4; Matthew 16:18; 2 Corinthians 10:4)  Thus, Moses misrepresented the grace of God and was not allowed to enter into the Promised Land as a result. (Numbers 20:7-13)

22. Moses died without entering the Promised Land. (Deuteronomy 34:1-12) Upon his death, Joshua assumed the leadership of Israel and led the people into the land. (Joshua 1)

23. After crossing the Jordan River into the Promised Land (Joshua 3), God gave the children of Israel a miraculous victory over the city of Jericho. (Joshua 6)  Israel drove out the inhabitants of the land, but not completely. (Joshua 17:13; Judges 1:28)

24. The land was finally apportioned out to the twelve tribes of Israel. (Joshua 13-22)

Look and See for Yourself!

Look at a Bible map for this time period or later and notice how the areas are named for the tribes of Israel. Levi, the priestly tribe, did not get a portion of land, for the Lord Himself was their portion. (Joshua 13:33)  Also, don’t forget to account for the “half-tribe of Joseph’s son Manasseh.” 
25. After Joshua died, the nation of Israel was ruled by a series of twelve judges. Whenever Israel was in need of correction or leadership, the Lord would raise up a judge for a period of time to lead them. This period is known as the period of the judges. (see the book of Judges) The judges include:

25.1. Othniel (Judges 3:8-11)

25.2. Ehud (Judges 3:12-30)

25.3. Deborah (Judges 4)

25.4. Gideon (Judges 6:11-8:35)

25.5. Jephthah (Judges 11:1-12:7)

25.6. Samson (13:2-16:31)

26. After the period of the judges, Israel complained to the Prophet Samuel that they had no king like the other nations. (1 Samuel 8:1-5)  God warned them against them having any king but Him (1 Samuel 8:6-9), but allowed them to have Saul. (1 Samuel 8:19-22)

27. Saul proved disobedient to the Lord (1 Samuel 15). God, therefore, chose David, a shepherd boy, to replace Saul as the king of Israel. (1 Samuel 16:1-13)  After Saul committed suicide on the battlefield (1 Samuel 28:15-19; 1 Chronicles 10:3-6), David became king.

28. David was a great king and honored by the Lord despite the fact that he committed great sins (adultery and plotting murder). (2 Samuel 11)

29. David was succeeded by his son Solomon, who ruled Israel with great wisdom. (1 Kings 1:28-31, 39-40; 3:3-28)

30. After Solomon’s death, his son Rehoboam dealt foolishly with the people and the kingdom was divided in two (1 Kings 12:1-17):

30.1. Jeroboam became the king of Israel (the ten tribes in the north of Israel, also called Ephriam).

30.2. Rehoboam remained the king of Judah (the tribes of Judah and Benjamin in the south, also called Jerusalem for its capital city).

Look and See for Yourself!

Look at a Bible map for this time period or later and notice how the nation is divided into the Northern and Southern Kingdoms (the ten tribes to the north and the two remaining tribes to the south). 

31. God judged Israel (the ten northern tribes) because of their continued idolatry. In 721 b.c., the Northern Kingdom was led into captivity by the Assyrians. (2 Kings 18:9-12). 

Major Geographical Movement #4: The Assyrian Captivity

In 721 b.c., the ten tribes that made up the Northern Kingdom were carried away into captivity by the Assyrians (see 2 Kings 18:9-12). Locate the Northern Kingdom and Assyria on a Bible map for this time to follow the flow of the OT.

32. Judah (the two tribes to the south) was also about to be judged, but, because they responded positively to the Prophet Isaiah’s message, God spared them and defeated the Assyrian army at the very gates of Jerusalem. (Isaiah 37:33-38)

33. But, after 135 years, Judah was deep into rebellion and idolatry again. Despite the warnings of the Prophet Jeremiah, the people continued to sin. Thus, God judged Judah. In 586 b.c., they were led into captivity by the Babylonian Army. (2 Chronicles 36:10-19)

Major Geographical Movement #5: The Babylonian/Persian Captivity

In 586 b.c., the two tribes that made up the Southern Kingdom were carried away into captivity by the Babylonians (see 2 Chronicles 36:10-19), who were later conquered by the Persian Empire (see 2 Chronicles 36:20). Locate the Southern Kingdom and Babylon on a Bible map for this time period to follow the flow of the Old Testament.

34. The Persian Empire eventually conquered the Babylonian Empire, thereby placing the Jewish exiles under Persian rule. (2 Chronicles 36:20; Daniel 7:4-5, 8:20)

35. In accordance with Jeremiah’s prophecy, the Israelites were in captivity for seventy years. (Jeremiah 25:11; 2 Chronicles 36:21; Daniel 9:2)  This is measured from the first deportation of the Jews to Babylon in 605 b.c. to the return of the exiles under Zerubbabel in 535 b.c.  (see 2 Kings 24:10-16 and Ezra 1:1-2:2)

36. During Israel’s captivity to Persia, a Jewish maiden named Esther became the queen to King Xerxes (called Ahasuerus in the Bible) who reigned from 486-465 b.c. (Esther 2:1-20)  God used Esther to deliver her people from Haman’s plot to destroy the Jews. (Esther 3:1-7:10)

37. The Israelite were allowed to return to their land in three phases:

37.1. The first group of 49,897 exiles returned to the land by the decree of King Cyrus of Persia in 535 b.c.  The exiles returned under the leadership of Zerubbabel to rebuild the Temple. (2 Chronicles 36:22-23; Ezra 1:1-2:2)  Zechariah and Haggai prophesied to this group (see the books of Zechariah and Haggai).

37.2. The second group of 4-5,000 exiles returned to the land by the decree of King Artaxerxes I in 458 b.c.  They returned under the leadership of Ezra to beatify the Temple and to reform the people. Esther falls between these first two returns.

37.3. The third group of exiles (also during the reign of Artaxerxes I) returned under the leadership of Nehemiah (see the book of Nehemiah).

Major Geographical Movement #6: The Three Returns of the Exiles

Beginning in In 535 b.c., the Exiles returned to the land to rebuild the Temple, the city and the walls. Locate Jerusalem, as well as Persia and Babylon, on a Bible map for this time period to follow the flow of the Old Testament.

38. Malachi, likely a school of prophets rather than a single man, was the last voice through which God spoke in the Old Testament. The book rebukes the Israelites – now resettled in their land – for their sin and the priests for their corruption. But it also prefigures John the Baptist (Malachi 3:1), the significant person who opens the New Testament and prepares a path for Jesus, the Christ.

39. God is silent from Malachi to the opening of the New Testament, a period of approximately 400 years. During this period of silence, He does not speak through any prophet or priest. That is until John the Baptist, who is Elijah in a way. (cf. John 1:21 and Matthew 11:14)
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