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Pastor Gene Giguere

Setting the Setting

(CWS04)

1) Base the study on the historical, physical, and cultural setting.

a) This is often accomplished by simply using the cross-references in your Bible.

b) Study helps: 

i) A good Study Bible:

(1) The Scofield Reference Bible 

(2) The Life Application Bible
(3) The Thompson Chain Reference Bible
ii) The Treasury of Scripture Knowledge
iii) A good Bible Dictionary – like Unger’s or The New Bible Dictionary
c) Which translation of the Bible should you use?

i) Bible versions:

(1) The King James Version:

(a) This is often called the Authorized Version because King James I of England authorized it in 1611.

(b) This translation is the work of 47 credible scholars.

(c) The Greek and Hebrew texts were studies and other versions were consulted with a view to attaining the best results.

(2) New American Standard Version:

(a) The NASB was published in 1971.

(b) It was sponsored by a group of scholars who worked for ten years translating from the best Greek and Hebrew texts.

(c) They sought to render its grammar and terminology faithfully into English.

(3) New International Version:

(a) This project was an entirely new translation from the ground up.

(b) It was the work of scholars throughout the US, UK, Canada, Australia, New Zealand.

(c) These Scholars were chosen from various denominations including Anglican, Assemblies of god, Baptist, Brethren, Christian Reformed, Church of Christ, Lutheran, Mennonite, Methodist, Nazarene, Presbyterian, Wesleyan and others.

(d) All of this was done to avoid any denominational bias whatsoever.

(e) It was published in 1978.

ii) There are basically three kinds of translation:

(1) A paraphrase (the least true to the original text).

(2) A dynamic translation (tries to give the sense of the original text without necessarily accurately translating every word).

(3) A literal translation (accurately translate into English the Greek and Hebrew text). 

d) Understanding the setting is vital!

i) Philippians:

(1) 4:4-7: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice! Let your forbearing spirit be known to all men. The Lord is near. Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
(2) What was the setting:

(a) Paul was in jail! (1:13-14)

(b) His very life was in danger! (2:17-18)

ii) Luke 4:17-21:

(1) Read 4:18-21.

(2) Then read 4:17-30, to get the setting.

e) Historical setting: Lets look at John 3:14-15
i) “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; that whoever believes may in Him have eternal life.”
ii) Look at the cross-reference in your Bible. Do you see a reference for Numbers 21:6-9?
iii) The historical account of Numbers 21 explains John 3:14-15: Those who look to the cross will ultimately live! This involved an upward faith look.
f) Physical setting: 
i) Getting a grasp of the geography related to a particular Bible passage can be very helpful to a deeper understanding of the narrative.
ii) Consider Jeremiah 13:1-11:

(1) The waistband is a sash of linen (the material used in priestly garments in Leviticus 16:4).

(2) The Euphrates is the literal Euphrates River:

(a) That’s 700 miles round trip!

(b) At a rate of 10 miles per day, that’s 70 days worth of walking!

(c) And Jeremiah had to do it twice!

iii) Consider the Exodus, Moses and the children of Israel, and the settlement in the Promised Land.
g) Cultural setting:

i) John 4:1-27 is a good illustration of the importance of understanding the cultural setting.

(1) This is a radical passage; Jesus was breaking convention all over the place!

(2) #1 Jews didn’t speak with Samaritans.

(3) #2 Jews did not even eat from the same dishes that the Samaritans used. For Jesus to drink from this woman’s vessel would have made Him ceremonially unclean.

(4) #2 Men didn’t speak with women alone, especially women that they knew were immoral!

2) Research each unclear and important word.

a) Word study is vital! If you are going to understand the Bible, you must first understand the WORDS in the Bible.

b) 1st thing you need to do, as we’ve already said above, is GET A BIBLE THAT IS IN YOUR LANGUAGE, i.e., year 2002 American English! (NASB)

c) The Bible is written in 2 languages: Greek and Hebrew.

d) The law of common usage: always default to the most common usage unless there is a good reason to translate otherwise.
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