[image: image1.png]arvest Lommunity Church




Pastor Gene Giguere

The Preeminence of the Holy Spirit

(CWS02)

1) Introduction:

a) Simeon:

i) Many people saw Jesus and Mary and Joseph, but no one saw them as anything special.

ii) Jesus looked at every other baby in Jerusalem at that time. There was no ring of light.

iii) Simeon, however, saw something different. He saw the promised Messiah.

iv) He held Him and looked into His eyes and saw something different.
v) Others saw Jesus as just another poor kid; Simeon saw the Savior of the world.
vi) He praised the Father and said: “Now Lord, Thou dost let Thy bond-servant depart in peace, according to Thy word; for my eyes have seen Thy salvation.” (Luke 2:29-30)
vii) What caused him to see something different than everyone else? The Holy Spirit! “And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.” (Luke 2:26)
viii) And not only that, it was the Holy Spirit who had led Simeon into the Temple that day! “And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to carry out for Him the custom of the Law.” (Luke 2:27)
b) The Word of God:

i) Some people see the Bible as an ordinary book. Some see it a s poetry, or history, or religion, or literature.

ii) But others hold it the same way Simeon held Jesus – they see God.

iii) Simeon saw the Messiah in the arms of Mary for the same reason that others see life in the scriptures while others don’t – the Holy Spirit.

2) The Natural vs. the Spiritual:

a) People saw Jesus as nothing more than Joseph’s son because they were looking with the eyes of the natural, rather than the Spirit.

b) A similar thing happened to Peter. 

i) When the other disciples tried to reason out the answer to “Who do men say that I am,” they came up with REINCARNATION!

ii) In contradistinction to the other disciples, Peter  was able to recognize that Jesus was “the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:16).  
iii) Jesus told Peter that “flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 16:17).” 
iv) He had heard from heaven – not in a natural way, but in a supernatural way.
3) The Spirit and the Church Age believer:
a) Until the day of Pentecost, the Spirit was given only temporarily and discriminately to only a few men. So David could legitimately pray: “do not take Thy Holy Spirit from me.” (Psalm 51:11b) That is an illegitimate prayer today.

b) Jesus predicted the coming of the Spirit as still future to His earthly ministry: “Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If any man is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water.” But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.” (John 7:37-39)

c) Jesus also promised: “that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not behold Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you, and will be in you.” (John 14:17)
d) Also: “These things I have spoken to you, while abiding with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.” (John 14:25-26)

e) The Spirit was given to the Church in three waves:

i) He was given to believing Jews on the day of Pentecost:

(1) Acts 2:1-4: “And when the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent, rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance.”
ii) He was given to believing Samaritans in Acts 8:14-19.

iii) He was given to believing Gentiles in Acts 10.

f) Now, in the Church Age, the Spirit is given to the believer at the moment of salvation forever:

i) 2 Corinthians 5:5: “Now He who prepared us for this very purpose is God, who gave to us the Spirit as a pledge.”
ii) Ephesians 4:30: “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.”
iii) Hebrews 9:11-12: “But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, He entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation;  and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.”
iv) 1 Peter 1:3-5: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”
4) Without the Spirit, we can’t “figure out” the Word of God:

a) The Word of God is Spiritual in nature:

i) Read John 6:48-63. Verse 63b says: “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life.
b) Only the Spirit of God can instruct us in Spiritual things:

i) John 14:26: “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.”
5) The True vs. the Truth:

a) Every Word of God is true, but the Word in and of itself is not truth.

b) The Word of god that is True is routinely studied by thousands around the world that never come to a knowledge of the truth.

i) Examples:

(1) The Jehovah’s Witnesses

(2) The Mormons

(3) The Way International

(4) The Pharisees

(5) The Muslims

ii) All of these groups study the Scriptures!

iii) Their heads are full of the Word of God which is True!

iv) But, without the Spirit of God, they never come to a knowledge of the truth.

c) Knowledge of the Truth is impossible without the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit:

i) 2 Timothy 2:24-25: “And the Lord’s bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth.”
ii) 2 Timothy 3:6-7: “For among them are those who enter into households and captivate weak women weighed down with sins, led on by various impulses, always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.”
d) Clinton White once wrote: “The man who opens his Bible and reads in the brilliant light of the Holy Spirit will see and know the Word of God…[however,] A man who reads the Bible with dependence on own intellect to show him truth will always glean spiritual death from its pages. For his own mind cannot penetrate past the letter of the Lord” [How to Read and Understand the Bible, p.7]

· 2 Corinthians 3:6: “for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.”
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