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Pastor Gene Giguere

I See Men Walking, as Trees (Notes)

(CWS01)

1) Mark 8:22-25: “And they came to Bethsaida. And they brought a blind man to Him, and entreated Him to touch him. And taking the blind man by the hand, He brought him out of the village; and after spitting on his eyes, and laying His hands upon him, He asked him, “Do you see anything?” And he looked up and said, “I see men, for I am seeing them like trees, walking about.” Then again He laid His hands upon his eyes; and he looked intently and was restored, and began to see everything clearly.”
2) This healing is the only one that Jesus did in stages.
3) Stage one – Jesus spit upon the blind man’s eyes:

a) Note the tenderness of Christ who takes the man by the hand and leads him away from the crowd so as not to make him a spectacle or curiosity.

b) When Jesus spit upon his eyes the blindness was gone, but the man did not have clear vision – it was still blurred. He could only discern the sense of what he was seeing, “men walking, as trees.” 

c) But while his vision was blurred, he was no longer blind – he would no longer have to be led by the hand.

4) Stage two – Jesus’ second touch:

a) Mark 8:25: “Then again He laid His hands upon his eyes; and he looked intently and was restored, and began to see everything clearly.”
b) Jesus’ second touch brought everything into sharp focus.
c) The man could now distinguish between men and trees.
d) The first face he ever saw clearly was Jesus’.

5) Application:

a) We’re all born blind, but salvation gives us the ability to distinguish between light and shadow.

b) Stage one is instantaneous – our blindness is removed in a moment. At salvation the scales are removed from our eyes.

c) Stage one is also immediate:

i) Not in the sense of time, but in the sense of without means (without the use of secondary causes).

ii) The Latin immediatus actually meant without intermediary.

iii) No intermediary means without medicine, helpers or faith from the subject.

d) Stage two is progressive – our vision is made clear only through the consistent study of the Word and fellowship with the Spirit.

e) R.C. Sproul: “We are no more able to regenerate ourselves than a blind man is able to see by a sheer act of the will.” [Pleasing God, p.16]

f) After salvation our (spiritual) vision is still clouded (by sin and lack of availability to God).

g) 1 Corinthians 13:12: “[Paul, to believers, says] For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.”
i) IVP Background Commentary: “Mirrors were often made of bronze…But even the best mirrors reflected images imperfectly.”
h) We see this principle again in 2 Corinthians 3:14-18: “But their minds were hardened; for until this very day at the reading of the old covenant the same veil remains unlifted, because it is removed in Christ. But to this day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart; but whenever a man turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.” Notice:
i) Stage one: “…but whenever a man turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.”
ii) Stage two: “But we all [believers], with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory.”
6) In the phrase now we see obscurely in a mirror, compare the cave allegory in Plato’s Republic:
a) Salvation unchains the slaves giving them the freedom to walk toward the true light of God’s knowledge.
b) Most, however, after a quick look around the cave, turn their focus back to the cave wall.
c) Distractions to advancing toward the cave entrance:
i) Internal:
(1) Sin
(2) Lack of availability to God
ii) External – the devil:
(1) You have an enemy that is committed to destruction.
(2) You have an enemy that is determined to keep you from reaching maturity.
(3) He often does this through a process of deception:
(a) 1 Corinthians 15:33: “Do not be deceived: “Bad company corrupts good morals.”
(b) 2 Corinthians 11:3: “But I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.”
(c) Galatians 6:7: “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.”
(d) James 1:16-17: “Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation, or shifting shadow.”
7) Spiritual progress allows us to experience eternity in time:
a) Galatians 6:7-8: “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh shall from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit shall from the Spirit reap eternal life.”
b) 1 Timothy 6:12: “Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.”
� Cf. R.C. Sproul, Pleasing God.
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