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Pastor Gene Giguere

Roman Catholicism: Beliefs and Pagan Origins (CP01)

1. The word Catholic means “universal.”

2. The Roman Catholic Church accepts all the teachings of the Bible, all the teachings of the 21 Ecumenical Councils after the one in Jerusalem in Acts 21, and accepts all the dogmas and teachings proclaimed by the 262 Popes.

3. It is known as Roman Catholicism because its head, the Pope, resides in the Vatican, in Rome. Catholics believe that the pope, John Paul II, is the 262nd successor to the apostle Peter. 

4. The Catholic Church has canonized over 3,000 saints and encourages its members to petition these saints for help in prayer. Butler records the lives of 2,565 saints in 1956.

5. The Catholic Church also believes that its saints have resurrected at least 400 persons: 

5.1. St. Patrick resurrected 39 (one woman had been dead for 3 years).

5.2. St. Vincent Ferrer resurrected 28.

5.3. St. Francis Xavier, 10.

6. One Catholic writer justifies this by saying: “The Bible records 3 resurrections by Jesus, and a total of 8 resurrections in the whole bible. Indeed, the words of Jesus are true, "whoever believes in me will do the works that I do, and will do greater ones than these" (John 14:12). 

7. According to Catholic scholars, at least 100 Saints were found to have incorrupt bodies when they were unburied in the process of canonization:

7.1. St. Teresa of Avila

7.2. St. Vincent of Paul

7.3. St. Bernadette of Lourdes

7.4. St. Francis Xavier

7.5. St. Catherine Laboure in Paris

8. According to the Catholic Church, saints have performed hundreds of miracles, millions of miraculous healings, miracles over nature, levitations, bi-locations, and many have been received the stigmata (been stigmatized with the wounds of Jesus). Supposedly, all of these are real, historic, endorsed by the Tribunals of the process of beatification and canonization.

9. Other important saints did not have miraculous manifestations of godliness, but lived their lives daily for Christ and were notable for their holiness and virtue. Many of these saints did not have incorrupt bodies, nor did they do many extraordinary miracles. These include:

9.1. St. Francis of Assisi

9.2. St. Dominic

9.3. St. Catherine of Sienna

9.4. St. Ignatius of Loyola

9.5. St. Therese of Lisieux.

10. Organization:

10.1. The Pope is the head of the Catholic Church.

10.2. The Church is divided into Dioceses, each one with a Bishop as the head named by the Pope. 

10.3. Each Diocese is further divided into Parishes, each one headed by a priest-pastor named by the Bishop. (As of 1992, there were more than 2,400 dioceses.)

10.4. There are two main kinds of Orders within the Catholic Church:

10.4.1. Monks who live out their entire lives in one monastery. St. Benedict started this order.

10.4.2. Friars who are ready to move to any place at any time wherever the need may be. St. Dominic is the founder of this order.

11. The Catholic Church accepts the teachings and dogmas pronounced by all of the 21 Ecumenical Councils after the one in Jerusalem in Acts15.

11.1. These Councils are said to be "infallible" because of Matthew 18:18: “Truly I say to you, whatever you shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”
11.2. There are over 500 dogmas pronounced by these Councils, which are said to be “like a light to the faithful.” The Denzinger collects most of them.

11.3. Dogma (lit., what seems right) is a definitive or infallible teaching of the Church designed to give light to teachings of the Bible. The formal and deliberate rejection of a dogma is an act of heresy. Unfortunately, much Roman Catholic dogma stands in contradiction to the Word of God.

12. The “Holy Rosary" is a typical Catholic devotion. 

12.1. It is called "the epitome of the whole Gospel" in the Catholic Catechism of 971, the "compendium" or "summary" of the whole Gospel.

12.2. It was given to St. Dominic by the Virgin Mary in 1205. Since then it has been prayed by all Catholics: Popes, Bishops, Saints, priests, and laity alike.

12.3. Such formal, repetitious prayers were clearly forbidden by Jesus in Matthew 6:5-8: “And when you pray, you are not to be as the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners, in order to be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees in secret will repay you. And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition, as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words. Therefore do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need, before you ask Him.”
12.4. Catholics believe that when they pray the Rosary, they are praying “with Mary to Jesus, to glorify the Father and the Spirit, and to bless the Mother of the Son, the Spouse of the Spirit, and the highly favored daughter of the Father.”

12.5. The full Rosary consists of 15 Mysteries: 

12.5.1. 5 Joyful Mysteries

12.5.2. 5 Sorrowful Mysteries

12.5.3. 5 Glorious 

12.6. In each of the 15 Mystery, they pray one Our Father, 10 Hail Marys and one Glory Be while meditating on the Mystery.

12.7. The whole cycle adds up to an astonishing total of 150 Hail Marys (one for each Psalm)!

12.8. According to one Catholic writer, “The Hail Mary is the most intimate and poetic prayer of praise to Jesus in the Bible.” (Huh?)

13. Apparitions:

13.1. The Catholic Church registers and approves many apparitions of Jesus, Mary, saints, and angels.

13.2. Since 1961 there has been an avalanche of apparitions. 

13.2.1. From 1900 to 1961 there were 21 reported apparitions to the Vatican.

13.2.2. But since 1961 there have been over 2,000 reported apparitions to the Vatican from six continents and more than 80 countries.

13.3. In the USA, the Virgin has become an all-American, appearing in practically every state. She has supposedly appeared in New York, Colorado, Texas, Ohio, New Jersey, Massachusetts, Atlanta, California, Virginia, Florida, Puerto Rico, and on and on it goes.

13.4. The first reported apparition of the Virgin Mary, was in Zaragoza, Spain, while she was still alive (bi-location – she was supposedly in two places at once).

13.5. In 1205, she appeared to St. Dominic in France and gave him the Rosary for the Church to pray.

13.6. In 1251, she appeared to St. Simon Stock in London and gave him the scapular for the Church to wear. With the scapular came the (unbiblical) promise: “he who dies with the scapular will not go to hell.”

13.7. In 1384 she appeared in Chestochova, Poland. 

13.8. In 1531 she was in Mexico as the Virgin of Guadalupe. Why? To “bring all Latin-America to Jesus.”

13.9. She appeared in Paris in 1830 to bring her Miraculous Medal. Through this Medal there have been millions of reported miracles.

13.10. She appeared in 1879 at Knock, Ireland, to emphasize the importance of the Eucharist.

13.11. Jesus, appeared to St. Margaret in France in order to encourage devotion to the Sacred Heart.

13.12. Then He was in Blessed Faustina, Poland, as the Divine Mercy, “the same merciful Jesus of the Gospels, in love with us, waiting daily in the Eucharist!”

13.13. The Virgin Mary was back in 1968 on the top of a Coptic Church in Cairo witnessed by millions of all religions. 

13.14. The same happened in the Ukraine and in Shanghai - in 1981 and 1988 respectively - with millions of supposed witnesses. One Catholic writer comments: “and now, even the Communists trembled!”

13.15. The Virgin has also made important visits to La Salette, Lourdes, Fatima, Garabandal, Medjugorge.

13.16. In 1961,  Mary supposedly made some fascinating and important end-times prophecies during an appearance in Garabandal, Spain. Let me summarize them briefly because, according to the Church, “they are coming soon... and they will affect all your lives... no matter what religion you practice.”

13.16.1. The Warning:

· This will be witnessed, not by 70,000 people as at Fatima, but by every human being on the planet.

· For 15 minutes, everybody on earth will be as if they were before God seeing his or her own sins and the bad repercussions of them.

· Something extraordinary will appear in the sky that everyone will see.

· All machines on earth will stop: watches, airplanes, refrigerators, etc.

· No one will die.

· The warning will take place prior to the Great Miracle as a preparation for it.

13.16.2. The Great Miracle:

· The Great Miracle will take place at Garabandal.

· Something extraordinary that can be seen and televised, but not touched, will occur. It will remain in Garabandal until the end of time.

· The sick will be healed.

· The Virgin Mary told the date of this Miracle to Conchita, but it is a highly kept secret of the Vatican.

13.16.3. The Chastisement:

· If the people in the world do not repent and convert, there will be a Great Chastisement.

14. The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass:

14.1. The Catholic Church claims that "the Eucharist is the heart and the summit of the Church's life." (Catechism, 1407)

14.2. Vatican II declared that the Eucharist is “the beginning, the culmination and the end of all the apostolic work of the Church…It is not that Calvary is just repeated or remembered, it is a miracle of time and space. When you attend mass it is exactly as if you were at Calvary in the first Good Friday next to Virgin Mary and St. John...and with the soldiers on Easter Sunday.”

14.3. The Mass has two parts:

14.3.1. The gathering:

· Prayers of repentance, adoration, praise and thanksgiving are offered. 

· The liturgy of the Word, with readings, prayer of a Psalm, the homily, and prayers of intercession and petition are offered.

· The "liturgy of the Eucharist", with the presentation of the bread and wine, the consecratory thanksgiving, prayers for the death, and Communion with thanksgiving. It is here that Christ is crucified daily, never mind what Hebrews 10:10 says.

15. Forty-five Heresies Introduced by the Roman Catholic Church:

Heresy
Date

1) Prayers for the dead
300

2) Making the sign of the cross

300

3) Wax candles
320

4) Veneration of angels and dead saints, and use of images

375

5) The Mass as a daily celebration

394

6) Beginning of the exaltation of Mary, the term Mother of God first applied to her by the Council of Ephesus

431

7) Priests began to dress differently from laymen

500

8) Extreme Unction

526

9) The doctrine of Purgatory, established by Gregory I
593

10) Latin language used in prayer and worship imposed by Gregory I  
800

11) Prayers directed to Mary, dead saints and angels  
800

12) Title of pope (universal bishop) given to Boniface III by emperor Phocas
607

13) Kissing the pope's foot began with pope Constantine

709

14) Temporal power of the popes conferred by Pepin, king of the Franks
750

15) Worship of the cross, images and relics authorized 
786

16) Holy water mixed with a pinch of salt and blessed by a priest 

850

17) Worship of St. Joseph

890

18) College of Cardinals established

927

19) Baptism of bells instituted by pope John XIII

985

20) Canonization of dead saints, first by pope John XV

995

21) Fasting on Fridays and during Lent

998

22) The Mass developed gradually as a sacrifice, attendance made obligatory 
11th

century

23) Celibacy of the priesthood decreed by pope Gregory VII (Hildebrand)
1079

24) The Rosary, mechanical praying with beads, invented by Peter the Hermit

1090

25) The Inquisition instituted by the Council of Verona

1184

26) Sale of Indulgences

1190

27) Transubstantiation proclaimed by pope Innocent III

1215

28) Auricular Confession of sins to a priest instead of to God instituted by pope Innocent III in the Lateran Council

11215

29) Adoration of the wafer (Host) decreed by pope Honorius III 

1220

30) Bible forbidden to laymen; placed on the Index of Forbidden Books by the Council of Toulouse

1229

31) The Scapular invented by Simon Stock, an English monk

1251

32) Cup forbidden to the people at communion by Council of Constance
1414

33) Purgatory proclaimed as a dogma by the Council of Florence

1439

34) The doctrine of Seven Sacraments affirmed

1439

35) The Ave Maria (part of the last half was completed 50 years later and approved by pope Sixtus V at the end of the 16th century) 
1508

36) Jesuit order founded by Loyola

1534

37) Tradition declared of equal authority with the Bible by the Council of Trent
1545

38) Apocryphal books added to the Bible by the Council of Trent

1546

39) Creed of pope Pius lV imposed as the official creed

1580

40) Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary proclaimed by pope Pius IX
1854

41) The Syllabus of Errors - proclaimed by pope Pius IX and ratified by the Vatican Council - condemned freedom of religion, conscience, speech, press, and scientific discoveries which are disapproved by the Roman Church. It also asserted the pope's temporal authority over all civil rulers.
1864

42) Infallibility of the pope in matters of faith and morals, proclaimed by the Vatican Council

1870

43) Public Schools condemned by pope Pius XI

1930

44) Assumption of the Virgin Mary (bodily ascension into heaven shortly after her death) proclaimed by pope Pius XII

1950

45) Mary proclaimed Mother of the Church by pope Paul VI

1965

16. To the above list we might also add:

Monks
Monasteries
Forty days Lent
Holy week

Palm Sunday
Convents
Ash Wednesday
Candlemas Day

Charms
Nuns
All Saints Day
Fish Day

Meat days
Holy Palms
Incense
Holy Oil

Novenas
Christopher Medals



17. Many of the Roman Catholic Church’s practices have their origin in the ancient pagan Babylonian Mystery Cults. The Babylonian Mystery Cult is far from dead. In fact, they will experience a worldwide resurgence in Daniel’s seventieth week. 

17.1. Revelation 17:1-6: And one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and spoke with me, saying, “Come here, I shall show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on many waters, with whom the kings of the earth committed acts of immorality, and those who dwell on the earth were made drunk with the wine of her immorality.” And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness; and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast, full of blasphemous names, having seven heads and ten horns. And the woman was clothed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a gold cup full of abominations and of the unclean things of her immorality, and upon her forehead a name was written, a mystery, “BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” And I saw the woman drunk with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the witnesses of Jesus. And when I saw her, I wondered greatly.”
17.2. The name upon her head is important. It is “a mystery, “BABYLON THE GREAT…” Babylon has a long history as the source of pagan religion and intense demonic activity:
17.2.1. The founder of Bab-el, or Babylon, was Nimrod (a son of Ham) – architect of a grand scheme to reach heaven of his own efforts. This is the epitome of anti-Christ philosophy and the antithesis of the gospel of grace. They named their city and tower Bab-El, the gate of God, but God changed it to Babel, confusion. 

17.2.2. Nimrod’s wife was Semiramis the First, who founded the ancient Babylonian mystery cults and became what Dr. Harry Ironside called, “the first high-priestess of idolatry.” Through her, Babylon became the Mecca of idolatry.

17.2.3. When she gave birth to a son, Tammuz, she announced that he had bee miraculously conceived and presented him to the people as the promised deliverer, thus parodying the first advent of Christ. This marked the beginning of mother/child deity worship.

17.2.4. Dr. John Walvoord: “Various religious practices were observed in connection with this false Babylonian religion, including recognition of the mother and child as God and of creating an order of virgins who became religious prostitutes. Tammuz, according to the tradition, was killed by a wild animal and then restored to life, a satanic anticipation and counterfeit of Christ’s resurrection. Scripture condemns this false religion repeatedly (Jeremiah 7:18; 44:17-19, 25; Ezekiel 8:14).”

17.2.5. The Babylonian mysteries (mother/child cult) spread to the Phoenicians  (Astoreth/ Tammuz) and, through these great ancient seapeoples, the rest of the then-known world: Egypt (Isis/Horus); Greece (Aphrodite/Eros); and many others.

17.2.6. Ironside: “Within 1000 years Babylonianism had become the religion of the world, which had rejected the Divine revelation.” 

17.2.7. Some of the observances associated with the Babylonian mother/child cult?

· Purgatorial purification after death.

· Salvation by countless sacraments.

· Priestly absolution.

· Sprinkling with holy water.

· The offering of round cakes to the Queen of Heaven:

· Jeremiah 1:17-18: “Do you not see what they are doing in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem? The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the women knead dough to make cakes for the queen of heaven; and they pour out libations to other gods in order to spite Me.”
· Jeremiah 44:15-19: “Then all the men who were aware that their wives were burning sacrifices to other gods, along with all the women who were standing by, as a large assembly, including all the people who were living in Pathros in the land of Egypt, responded to Jeremiah, saying, “As for the message that you have spoken to us in the name of the Lord, we are not going to listen to you! But rather we will certainly carry out every word that has proceeded from our mouths, by burning sacrifices to the queen of heaven and pouring out libations to her, just as we ourselves, our forefathers, our kings and our princes did in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem; for then we had plenty of food, and were well off, and saw no misfortune. But since we stopped burning sacrifices to the queen of heaven and pouring out libations to her, we have lacked everything and have met our end by the sword and by famine.” And,” said the women, “when we were burning sacrifices to the queen of heaven, and were pouring out libations to her, was it without our husbands that we made for her sacrificial cakes in her image and poured out libations to her?”
· Ezekiel 8:14-15: “Then He brought me to the entrance of the gate of the Lord’s house which was toward the north; and behold, women were sitting there weeping for Tammuz. And He said to me, “Do you see this, son of man? Yet you will see still greater abominations than these.”
· The dedication of virgins (nuns) to the gods (sanctified prostitution).

· Weeping for Tammuz for a period of 40 days  prior to the great festival of Istar, who was said to have received her son back from the dead.

· The sacredness of the egg (to Tammuz because it symbolized his resurrection).

· The evergreen as a symbol of Tammuz birth at the winter solstice.

· The burning of the winter yulelog with many mysterious observances. 

· The sign of the cross was sacred as the first letter of Tammuz name. (The cross has been found upon “vast numbers of the most ancient altars and temples” that pre-date Christianity!)

17.2.8. Jezebel, a Phoenician princess, created a syncretism between the Babylonian cult and Judaism. This was the reason for the captivity of the Northern Kingdom (ironically, by Assyria, a Mesopotamian nation!).

17.2.9. Judah was seduced by the Canaanitish form of the Babylonian mystery religion - Baal-worship – an they went off to captivity (to Babylon!). Baal, the sun-god, was identical to Tammuz.

17.2.10. Dr. John Walvoord: “The worship of Baal is related to the worship of Tammuz. After the Persians took over Babylon in 539 bc, they discouraged the continuation of the mystery religions of Babylon. Subsequently the Babylonian cultists moved to Pergamum (or Pergamos) where one of the seven churches of Asia Minor was located (cf. Revelation 2:12-17).”
17.2.11. Is it any wonder that the letter begins: “And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: The One who has the sharp two-edged sword says this: ‘I know where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is…” (Revelation 2:12-13)
17.2.12. The cult had a strong following in Rome, where they were called the Etruscan Mysteries:

· The chief priests wore crowns shaped like the head of a fish, in honor of Dagon, the fish-god, the Lord of life - another form of the Tammuz mystery, as developed among Israel's old enemies, the Philistine's.

· The chief priest when established in Rome took the title Pontifex Maximum, and this was imprinted on his crown. 

· When Julius Caesar had become the head of the State he was elected Pontifex Maximum, and this title was held by all the Roman emperor's down to Constantine the Great who was - at the same time – both head of the church and high priest of the heathen! 
· The title was later conferred upon the bishop’s of Rome, and is borne by the pope today who is not the successor of the fisherman-apostle Peter, but the direct successor of the high priest of the Babylonian mysteries, and the servant of the fish-god Dagon, for whom he wears the fisherman 's ring. 

· Dr. John Walvoord: “Crowns in the shape of a fish head were worn by the chief priests of the Babylonian cult to honor the fish-god. The crowns bore the words “Keeper of the Bridge,” symbolic of the “bridge” between man and Satan. This [title] was adopted by the Roman emperors, who used the Latin title Pontifex Maximus, which means “Major Keeper of the Bridge.” And the same title was later used by the bishop of Rome. The pope today is often called the pontiff, which comes from pontifex…When the teachers of the Babylonian mystery religions later moved from Pergamum to Rome, they were influential in paganizing Christianity and were the source of many so-called religious rites which have crept into ritualistic churches.”

17.2.13. Babylon will be a religious center again during the Tribulation, as well as “a dwelling place of demons and a prison of every unclean spirit” (Revelation 18:2):
· Some scholars believe that Babylon will be the headquarters of the pseudo-Trinity during the Great tribulation (cf. Fruchtenbaum, Footsteps of the Messiah) 

17.2.14. Dwight Pentecost: “It is not too much to say that the false doctrines and practices found within Romanism are directly attributable to the union of this paganism with Christianity when Constantine declared Rome to be a Christian empire. It is thus concluded that the Harlot represents all professing Christendom united in a single system under one head.” (Things to Come, p.368)

17.2.15. This religious system is without any true believers. In fact, she is drunk with the blood of the saints (i.e., she has killed true Christians - Revelation 17:6). 

18. Conclusion. Dr. Loraine Boettner: “There you have it - the melancholy evidence of Rome's steadily in​creasing departure from the simplicity of the Gospel, a departure so radical and far-reaching at the present time that it has produced a drastically anti-evangelical church. It is clear beyond possibility of doubt that the Roman Catholic religion as now practiced is the outgrowth of centuries of error. Human inventions have been substituted for Bible truth and practice. Intolerance and arrogance have replaced the love and kindness and tolerance that were the distinguishing qualities of the first century Christians, so that now in Roman Catholic countries Protestants and others, who are sincere believers in Christ, but who do not acknowl​edge the authority of the pope, are subject to all kinds of restrictions and in some cases even forbidden to practice their religion. The distinctive attitude of the present day Roman Church was fixed largely by the Council of Trent (1545-1563), with its more than 100 anathemas or curses pronounced against all who then or in the future would dare to differ with its decisions. Think what all of this means! Each of the above doctrines or practices can be pin-pointed to the exact or approximate date at which it be​came a part of the system. And no single one of them became a part of the system until centuries after the time of Christ! Most of these doctrines and practices are binding on all Roman Catholics, for they have been proclaimed by a supposedly infallible pope or church council. To deny any doctrine or practice so proclaimed involves one in mortal sin. What will be next? Indications are that it will be another proclama​tion concerning Mary. Two new doctrines are under discussion: Mary as Mediatrix, and Mary as Co-redemptrix. Important Roman Catholic authorities have already indicated that these will be the next doctrines officially proclaimed. Mary is being presented in current Roman teaching as a Mediator along with Christ. She is said to be the "Mediatrix of all graces," and the people are being told that the way to approach Christ is through His mother. "To Christ through Mary," is the slogan. Her images outnumber those of Christ, and more prayer is offered to her than to Christ. It is also being said that Mary’s sufferings, particularly those at the cross, were redemtive in the same sense that Christ’s sufferings were redemptive. It would seem that these two doctrines, if adopted, place Mary as a fourth member of the Godhead, along with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.”

� Dr. Loraine Boettner, Roman Catholicism, The Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Company, 1962.
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