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Pastor Gene Giguere

Four Athenian Democratic Reformers

(BAH32)

1) Draco:

a) In 621 B.C., Draco drew up his infamous set of laws.

b) He did not change many of the laws then in existence. His great innovation was that he wrote them down so that they were known to all.

c) Although we do not know what these laws were, we do know that they were very harsh and severe. Almost every offense was punished by death!

d) Today we call a harsh law a draconian law.

2) Solon:

a) Solon was a well-known and trusted businessman who served as archon (chief magistrate) around 594 B.C.

b) He took a moderate position between debtors and creditors. The nobles and metics (foreigners, non-Athenians) had become increasingly wealthy through trade, but small farmers grew poorer and poorer. As a result of this, more and more citizens were being sold into slavery because of debt. The poor began to demand that their debts be canceled out and that the land be divided equally. Predictably, land​owners and creditors opposed both of these demands.

c) Solon cancelled out the debts of the poor and made enslavement for debt illegal.

d) He also freed those who had been enslaved for nonpayment.

e) Although he did not divide the land equally, he did set a limit on the amount of land that a noble was permitted to own. 

f) He set up the Council of Four Hundred to check the power of the archons; members were chosen by lot from the three upper classes. This council proposed the laws which were to be voted upon by the assembly. 

g) He permitted the fourth class of citizens to vote.

h) To check the power of the judges, he set up a court, composed of large numbers of citizens, to which any citizen could appeal. 

i) Because of his wise reforms, a wise lawmaker today is sometimes called a solon.

3) Pisistratus:

a) Pisistratus was a wealthy aristocrat and relative of Solon who created a following among the lower classes. 

b) Around 560 B.C., he became a tyrant and remained one, off and on, until 527 B.C.

c) He aided the growth of democracy by abolishing the requirement that only landowners could be citizens.

d) He lessened opposition by exiling nobles who disagreed with his policies; their estates were seized and divided among landless peasants.

e) He encouraged farmers to grow grapes for wine - a crop more suitable than wheat for Attica’s rocky soil - and imported grain from abroad.

4) Cleisthenes:

a) Cleisthenes came to power c. 507 B.C. in Athens. 

b) Although he was a man of wealth and high social position, he was deeply interested in the welfare of the common people. 

c) He opposed class divisions based on wealth and instead divided citizens into ten tribes based on geographic location.

d) All male citizens over twenty years of age became members of the assembly.

e) The council was increased to 500 members, fifty from each tribe, who were drawn by lot from all male citizens over thirty years of age.
f) The council now took over most of the powers and duties formally held by the archons.
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