[image: image1.png]arvest Lommunity Church




Pastor Gene Giguere

The Mighty Hittite Empire

(BAH06)

Introduction
1) The Hittites were among the most powerful and civilized peoples of the ancient world. Around 1800 B.C., we find them settled near the sources of the Tigris and the Euphrates rivers. From there they spread their weapons and their influence into Syria, and even gave the mighty Egyptian Empire some concern.

2) They eventually made their capital at Hattusas (also called Boghazkoy) in Asia Minor, a peninsula of western Asia between the Black Sea, the Mediterranean Sea, and the Euphrates River.

3) The Hittites wrote pictographic script in their own strange way - one line from left to right, the next from right to left, and so forth alternately. They learned cuneiform from the Babylonians and taught Crete the use of the clay tablet for writing. 

4) They learned how to work with the iron in their land and were among the first in world history to have iron weapons. The Hittites kept secret their iron smelting formula at a time when iron was considered to be almost as valuable as silver and gold. It was not until two centuries later that the philistines came into this knowledge - Israel did not learn it until the Saul-Davidic era. Hittite craftsmen learned to make the lightest and fastest chariots of the time. 

5) The Hittite king was not an absolute monarch. His authority was limited (in the earlier period at least) by a council or assembly called the Pankus. Succession to the throne required ratification by this body. The king was a military, civil, and religious leader. The succession normally passed to his son or son-in-law. 

6) The role of the queen (or tawanannas) was chiefly religious. She retained her authority for life, and not until the death of the queen mother did the king’s wife acquire the title. The social status of woman was, in general, better secured in Hittite law than among many of the neighboring peoples. 

7) The Hittites had a system of law that was more humane than those of Babylonia and Assyria. No degrading mutilations were imposed as penalties in the Hittite codes, and conquered enemies were treated with mercy and clemency. When possible, they preferred diplomacy to military force. Treaties with neighboring powers were carefully respected. If the people they conquered paid them tribute, the Hittites basically left them alone. 

8) Hittite religion is a grand mixture of borrowed Egyptian and Babylonian deities. They transported Ishtar of Nineveh as far west as Asia minor. Marduk, the patron God of Babylon, is said on one tablet to have gone to the land of the Hittites where he sat upon his throne for twenty-four years. Hittite gods are frequently depicted astride the backs of animals or enthroned between them. However, they are not actually presented as animals. This was evidently the arrangement in Jeroboam’s cultic calves at Dan and Bethel, with Jehovah (supposedly) invisibly enthroned (1 Kings 12:28—31). The Ephesian Diana may have been a Hittite Artemis. 

9) The Hittites disappeared from history almost as mysteriously as they entered it. One after another their capitals decayed - most likely because their great advantage, iron, became equally accessible to their competitors. The last of these capitals Carchemish, fell before the Assyrians in 717 B.C.

The Hittites in the Bible

1) In Scripture, they are called Hittites forty-seven times and sons of Heth fourteen times.

2) A group of Hittites was located in Hebron in Abraham’s day (Genesis 23).

3) Abraham purchased a burial plot from a Hittite landowner (Genesis 23:3-6).

4) Esau took to himself two Hittite wives (Genesis 26:4, 36:2).

5) The spies sent by Moses reported that there were Hittites in the land (Numbers 13:29).

6) Hittites were among the dwellers in the land at the time of the conquest who opposed Israel (Joshua 9:1-2, 11:3).

7) Hittites were located near a territory held by Israel, for the inhabitants of Luz built a new city in Hittite territory (Judges 1:26).

8) Israel did not drive the Hittites out of Canaan. Instead they remained in the land and, in some cases, intermarried among the Jews.

9) They appear in varied ways in later times:

a) Hittites were among David’s followers. Uriah, whom David had killed to cover his sin, was a Hittite (2 Samuel 11:3).

b) Hittite woman were numbered among Solomon’s harem (1 Kings 11:1).

c) Hittites, among others, were used for forced labor (1 Kings 9:20-21).

Archaeology
1) It is now known that the Hittites had a great empire whose power was centered in Asia Minor (Boghazkoy).

2) They once stood on an equal par with Egypt and Assyria (2 kings 7:6, 2 Chronicles 1:14-17).

3) The Hittites of the Bible had long been the subject of ridicule and understatement. We really knew nothing about them, save for the Bible record, until the mid-1800’s.

4) In July of 1834, a Frenchman named Charles Felix Marie Texier was searching for the ancient town of Tavium, built by the Gauls and settled by the invading Celts in Roman times. But instead of Tavium, he uncovered a vast city near the village of Boghazkoy. At first he thought it might be Tavium, but he later realized that it could not be. What ancient civilization had he discovered? He could only guess. 

5) A missionary named William Wright and an Orientalist named Archibald Henry Sayce were among the first to make sense of this ancient empire. Sayce although, only thirty-four at the time, was already one of the outstanding Orientalists of his day. Purely on the basis of his personal Bible studies, Sayce gave a speech to the Society of Biblical Archaeology in London that shocked the academic world. In his speech he stated that all the mysterious monuments and inscriptions that had been discovered during the preceding decades in such widely scattered spots as northern Syria and Asia Minor must be ascribed to the Hittites! This statement caused fantastic turmoil among scholars, but Sayce had guessed correctly! 

6) Our knowledge of the Hittites largely increased in 1906-07 and 1911-12 when a German professor named Hugo Winckler discovered thousands of cuneiform clay tablets at Boghazkoy (Hattusas), located on the great bend of the Halys river, ninety miles east of Ankara. He translated hundreds of these tablets that were written in Akkadian. However, he could not read many of the tablets and brought them back to Berlin. His accomplishment revealed a vast Hittite literature consisting of their annals, religious texts, myths, and vocabularies, as well as containing two hundred fragments of a code of laws, including price regulations for commodities (they dealt in horse trade). 

7) During World War I a Czech scholar (born in Poland to Czech parents), Friedrich Hrozny, was drafted into the Austrian army. He had been professor of languages of antiquity at Vienna. The lieutenant to whom he was assigned was also somewhat of a scholar and, recognizing Hrozny’s genius, allowed him to take repeated leave into Berlin for the purpose of studying the mysterious tablets. By the time his tour of duty was completed he had deciphered the cuneiform used between 1900 and 1100 B.C. 

8) Obviously, the most extensive archaeological work has been done at Boghazkoy, the 400-acre capital of the Hittite Empire.

Periods of Power
1) There are two basic periods of Hittite power:

a) 1800-1600 B.C.

b) 1380-1200 B.C. 

2) The later kingdom was consolidated at Boghazkoy by a powerful conqueror named Suppiluliuma. He incorporated both the kingdom of Mittani and the kingdom of Hurri into his empire. The king of Mittani, whom he conquered, was Tushratta, well known for his correspondence with Amenhotep III and IV. Tushratta had even given his daughter to Amenhotep III in marriage. 

3) A later king, Muwatallish, nearly defeated Rameses II at the Battle of Kadesh. 

4) Hattushillsh, Muwatallish’s brother, signed a peace treaty with Rameses II and sealed it by giving Rameses his daughter to marry. 

5) Around 1200 B.C., Hittite power came to its end, but Hittite kingdoms continued to exist in Carchemish, Hamath, Senjirli, Sakjegeuzi, and other locations. 

6) Hittites from these cities filtered south into Palestine and even entered the Hebrew military.

7) At the height of their power, the Hittite cavalry included some 2500 chariots drawn by two to four horses in a yoke.
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